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THE  UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA. 

(Organized  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  16th,  1892.) 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  BY  ITS  SECRETARY. 

New  York, 'June  17,  1893. 

Your  Secretary,  (who  had  been  collecting-  material 
in  regard  to  the  Underhill  family  for  twenty  years,; 
wishing-  to  bring-  the  family  tog-ether  and  org-anize  a 
Society,  conferred  with  several  members  of  the  fam- 
ily. It  was  deemed  advisable  for  a  few  of  those 
interested,  to  hold  a  meeting-  and  see  what  could  be 
done,  according-ly  a  preliminary  meeting-  of  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Underhill  Society  of  America  was 
held  at  the  residence  of  your  Secretary,  160  Wilson 
Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  February  15,  1891,  and  the 
Society  was  temporarily  organized  with  the  following 
officers.  Miss  Pamela  Underhill,  Chairman,  D. 
Harris  Underhill,  Secretary,  Marianna  Underhill 
Cocks,  Assistant  Secretary.  Organization  was  dis- 
cussed and  it  was  decided  to  call  a  meeting-  of  Under- 
bills and  organize  a  Society. 

A  meeting-  was  called  and  held  at  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Geo.  W.  Underhill,  143  So.  Oxford  Street,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  on  the  evening  of  June  16,  1892.  Great 
interest  being  manifested,  it  was  thought  best  to 
thoroughly  organize  as  the  "Underhill  Society  of 
America,"  which  was  done  by  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers  :  Mr.  R.  H.  Underhill  was  nominated 
for  President,   Miss  Pamela  Underhill,  Vice-Presi- 


Gc 

92S 
Un] 
182 
etc 

185 


dent,  D.  Harris  Underhill,  Secretary  and  Family 
Historian,  M.  Underhill  Cocks,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Mr.  Reuben  H.  Underhill  made  an  interesting- 
speech,  in  which  he  said  in  part  that  the  family  at 
the  time  of  the  Discovery  of  America  were  very  emi- 
nent in  Europe  (being-  called  the  Great  Underhill 
Family.)  He  closed  his  remarks  by  saying-  that  he 
would  do  all  he  could  to  aid  the  work  in  the  capacity 
of  high  private,  but  could  not  accept  office  at  present. 

The  next  meeting-  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  Reuben  H.  Underhill,  19  So.  Elliot  Place, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  November  22,  1892.  This  meeting- 
was  a  very  interesting-  one,  especially  when  the  mat- 
ter of  erecting-  a  Monument  to  the  Memory  of  Capt. 
John  Underbill  (was  broug-ht  forward  by  D.  Harris 
Underbill,  Secretary  and  Family  Historian)  at  Matin- 
ecock,  Town  of  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.  where  he  and  many 
of  his  descendants  to  the  10th  g-eneration  are  buried 
in  what  is  known  as  the  "Underhill  Burying-  Ground'1 
in  1897  to  commemorate  the  300th  Anniversary  of  his 
birth.    It  was  thoroughly  approved  of  by  all  present. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  known  as  the.  "Burial 
Place  Committee"  to  locate  the  spot  where  Capt.  John 
Underhill  was  buried,  and  report  was  made  at  the 
annual  meeting  which  is  herewith  included. 

Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Dorernus,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Capt.  John  Underhill  manifested  great  interest  by 
giving  a  description  of  the  Underhill  Homes,  situated 
at  Stratford  on  Avon,  Rugby,  Warwick  and  other 
places  in  England,  also  Memorials,  Arms  and  Epi- 
taphs. She  exhibited  several  photographs  to  illus- 
trate her  remarks. 
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A  Monument  Committee  was  appointed  of  which 
Mr.  W.  Wilson  Under  hill  was  chosen  chairman,  at 
the  meeting-,  November  22,  1802,  also  a  committee  on 
place  of  meeting-  was  appointed,  Miss  Pamela  Under- 
bill, Chairman.  This  Committee  decided  to  hold  the 
next  meeting  on  February  22J,  1893,  at  Friend's 
Meeting-  House,  Rutherford  Place,  New  York  City,  to 
celebrate  the  birth  of  Nathaniel  Underhill,  the  foun- 
der of  the  Westchester  County  branch  of  the  Family. 

A  meeting-  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  22d  of  February,  1893,  and  renewed  interest 
manifested  and  throug-h  the  kindness  of  Edward  F. 
Underhill,  circulars  were  printed  calling-  attention  to 
the  monument  and  the  material  g-athered  in  reg-ard 
to  the  History  of  the  Family,  being-  written  by  D. 
Harris  Underhill  and  Dr.  John  W.  Underhill,  Family 
Historians.  The  Secretary  has  received  communica- 
tions from  Europe,  California,  Nova  Scotia,  Colorado, 
Texas,  Illinois  and  many  other  states. 


COMMITTEE  ON  COAT-ARMOR. 

FIRST  REPORT. 

The  Underbills  of  Wolverhampton  bore  upon  their 
Coat-armor,  Ar  ;  a  chev,  Sable,  between  three  trefoils 
sliped,  Vert.  (Silver  shield  with  rafter  of  black, 
between  three  green  clover  leaves.  ) 

Crest  ;  on  a  mont  Vert,  a  hind  lodg-ed.  (A  hind 
resting  on  a  green  mound.) 

Coat-armor  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  as  adopted  by 
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his  father,  is  as  follows  :  k'A  held  x\rg-ent  on  a  chev- 
ron, Sa,  three  Bezants,  Or,  between  three  Trefoils 
sliped,  Vert."  (A  silver  shield  with  a  black  rafter, 
with  three  g-old  roundels,  between  three  green  clover 
leaves. ) 

Crest  ;  a  hind  lodged,  or,  on  a  mont  vert,  (a  g-old 
hind  resting-  on  a  green  mound.  ) 

The  three  Bezants  upon  the  chevron  sig-nalized 
Capt.  John's  father's  services  before  Cadiz,  an  old 
Moorish  town  in  Spain  and  the  trefoils  (clover 
leaves)  marked  his  exploits  in  Ireland  with  the  Karl 
of  Essex. 

The  father  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  Sir  Edward 
Underhill  was  Knig-hted  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  The 
Crest  of  the  old  family  was  adopted  by  Capt.  John 
Underhill  in  America  with  his  new  blazon  of  Arms. 
This  without  the  crest  was  used  in  Huning-ham,  War- 
wickshire also  by  houses  of  Etting-ton,  Honslow, 
Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire. 

Many  persons  suppose  that  "Heraldry  and  Heredi- 
tary Honors,"  pride  of  family,  etc.,  are  unpopular. 
This  is  evidently  a  mistake,  as  the  first  of  the  Puri- 
tans shows  them  to  have  been  very  much  attached  to 
marks  of  distinction  which  they  retained  and  exhibi- 
ted in  this  country  upon  every  possible  occasion,  and 
we  feel  proud  to  acknowledge  that  kkThe  Stars  and 
Stripes  of  the  Arms  and  Flag-  of  our  Union  took  their 
orig-in  from  the  personal  Coat-armor  of  Georg-e  Wash- 
ing-ton." \ 

It  must  be  evident  to  the  most  superficial  observer 
that  Heraldry  and  Hereditary  Honors  are  secretly  as 
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much  prized  in  this  country  to-day  as  they  are  in 
England,  this  is  proved  by  the  avidity  with  which 
those  who  are  entitled  to  bear  them  listen  to  the 
Herald  who  is  able  to  establish  their  claim,  illustrate 
and  emblazon  their  shields,  and  reveal  the  long  line 
of  ancestry,  who  have  preceded  them.  Heraldry  is  a 
noble,  useful  and  entertaing  science.  Scarce  any 
studies  which  are  considered  so  polite  and  ornamen- 
tal, can  lay  a  juster  claim  to  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men, for  it  establishes  rights  and  prerogatives  by 
illustrating  facts. 

The  Government  of  this  country  itself  has  repeat- 
edly evinced  the  regard  for  emblematic  adornment,  as 
honorary  reward  for  distinguished  services. 

Each  State  of  this  Union  has  its  "Armorial  Bear- 
ing" with  its  appropriate  Device  and  Motto,  while 
over  the  National  Egis  the  bird  of  Liberty  proudly 
unfurls  that  truth  so  fatal  to  Tyranny.  "E.  Pluri- 
bus  Unum." 

The  English  Registry  have  for  upwards  of  one 
thousand  years  been  t Lie  protection  and  authorities 
and  means  of  preserving  large  property  interests,  it 
is  evident  therefore  that  these  considerations  should 
induce  the  Registration  of  all  those  who  have  pride 
of  character  enough  to  secure  honorable  and  perma- 
nent record. 

All  know  that  it  is  getting  important  and  popular 
in  this  country,  and  it  is  destined  to  become  the  great 
depository  of  our  Family  Registry  and  History. 

Let  us  be  mindful  of  the  familiar  family  quotation, 
"He  who  cakktii  not  whence;  he  cometh,  caketh 
little  whither  he  goeth." 
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The  Underhill  Ensign  we  find  is  "Argent,  a  chev- 
ron. Sable,  bearing  three  Bezants,  Or,  between 
three  Trefoils,  sliped  Vert.'1  (Silver  shield  with 
black  rafter,  bearing  three  gold  roundels,  between 
three  clover  leaves,  striped  with  green.) 

Crest.  "A  Hind  Lodged,  or,  on  a  mound  Vert, 
with  mottoes  attached."  Motto  of  William  Underhill 
1423  of  Wolverhampton  is  ("In  Peace,  En  Pace.") 
All  bear  the  chevron  between  three  trefoils  and  are 
all  of  original  stock. 

Venice  was  the  first  to  chronicle  the  Ensign  and 
arrange  them  into  a  science.  We  find  the  Phoeni- 
cians and  Greeks  jealousl}T  guarded  their  Heraldic 
distinctions.  The  Jews  as  is  shown  in  the  Arms  of 
the  twelve  tribes  put  up  in  the  Temple  used  Heraldic 
distinction,  which  are  as  correct  now  as  any  embla- 
zoned at  the  "College  of  Arms." 

The  Romans  were  very  fond  of  their  distinctions 
and  many  assumed  punning  ensigns  ;  as  the  family 
of  Bovis  took  an  Ox  ;  that  of  Vacca,  a  cow  ;  x\guilla 
an  Eagle.  The  First  Louis  of  France,  thinking  Lys 
resembled  Louis  took  the  Fleur  de  lys  and  seeing  the 
lilies  in  the  pond  he  chose  the  blue  field  spotted  with 
golden  flowers. 

In  leaving  the  old  countries  no  person  ever  forfeited 
his  right  to  feel  a  pride  in  the  honors  and  virtues  of 
his  ancestors  ;  and  of  consequence  in  their  Armorial 
Bearings,  which  are  in  most  instances  the  pictorial 
emblems  of  deeds  worthy  of  record,  and  by  preserv- 
ing and  perpetuating  these  family  records,  great 
benefits  may  arise  to  those  families  who  have  emi- 
grated to  these  shores  and  suffice  to  show  a  complete 
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family  record  at  all  times  to  all  proper  persons. 

Crests  :  They  were  first  introduced  into  Germany 
and  afterwards  in  England,  worn  on  the  top  of  the 
helmet  and  rested  upon  a  torse  or  wreath. 

The  word  blazon  is  of  German  orig-in  and  in  the  old 
Teutonic  said  to  mean  the  blast  of  a  trumpet.  Now 
used  to  designate  the  art  technically,  describing-  and 
painting  Armorial  Bearings,  these  when  painted 
were  called  emblazoned. 

Emblazonry  is  the  art  of  painting  or  depicting 
from  description,  a  perfect  picture  of  the  Arms 
described,  the  colors  designating  the  rank  of  those 
bearing  Arms,  for  Kings,  Sovereigns  or  Princes  the 
Planets  are  used,  for  Nobles,  Precious  Stones,  for 
Gentlemen,  the  old  Norman  terms  are  retained. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS,  MAR  I  ANNA  U.  COCKS, 

Chairman. 

SECOND  REPORT. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  this  subject  and  much 
of  interest  gathered,  and  find  it  embraces  a  large 
field  for  study  and  research.  Through  these  emblems 
we  find  the  official  positions  and  estates  that  have 
been  acquired,  also  occupations  of  a  past  people. 
The  first  of  Heraldry  mentioned  in  History  of  the 
Great  Underbill  Family  as  they  were  called  in  Eng- 
land, were  made  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  1st  and 
2d  when  the  first  Armorial  -Bearings  were  bestowed 
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upon  the  English  People.  There  we  find  them  set- 
tled at  Bitton  near  Bristol,  England.  The  three 
Chief  Heralds  are  called  Kings-at-Arms.  The  prin- 
ciple is  Garter,  next  Clarenceux  and  third  Norroy. 
The  first  which  was  Garter  was  the  highest  honor, 
the  two  last  were  Provincial  Heralds  and  there  are 
six  other  inferior  Heralds.  We  find  the  first  or 
Knight  of  the  Garter  bestowed  upon  the  father  of 
Capt.  John  Underhill  by  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, whom  history  records  was  active  with  Leicester 
and  Essex.  A  desire  has  been  expressed  for  a  suit- 
able seal  and  Armorial  Bearings  for  the  Family  in 
America.  In  the  thirteenth  century  we  find  at  Min- 
ton  Salop,  the  first  Family  "Coat-armor"  which  bore 
"per  fessee  dancettee,"  or,  argent,  eagle  displayed 
sable,  (a  waving  band  of  gold  across  a  field  or  shield 
of  silver  with  an  eagle  in  black  with  extended  wings.) 
Here  we  find  Simon  Underhill  who  married  the  co- 
heiress of  Richard  de  Gymenhull  of  Minton,  Salop. 

In  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  we  find 
Clarenceux  bestowed  upon  the  family  of  Edward 
Underhill  and  others  of  the  Staffordshire  branch. 

The  Motto,  "Vive  et  Ama"  (live  and  love)  of  the 
Armorial  Bearings  of  Clarenceux,  with  the  Bearings 
were  confirmed  by  the  deputies  of  Camden. 

A  book  written  by  Emily  Sarah  Holt  called  "Robin 
Tremaine"  gives  a  character  in  which  Edward  Un- 
derhill <kThe  Hotgospeller"  is  portrayed,  on  account 
of  his  puritanical  religious  ideas  and  earnestness. 

Edward  Underhill  was  the  fourth  or  fifth  in 
descent  from  William  Underhill  of  Wolverhampton. 
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In  the  fifteenth  century  the  Armorial  Bearings  of 
Little  Bradley,  Suffolk  branch,  bore  "gules  six  annu- 
lets, or  three,  two,  one,"  a  red  shield  with  six  gold 
rings.  'These  of  Little  Bradley  are  wrought  in 
masonry  of  the  tower  of  Little  Bradley,  also  appear 
in  the  stained  glass  in  the  nave. 

History  records  William  Underbill,  "Armiger,"  or 
one  who  has  a  right  to  bear  Arms,  at  Staffordshire  in 
1423.  From  the  British  Museum  Manuscripts  we  find 
that  William  Underhill  of  Wolverhampton  of  Staf- 
fordshire settled  at  Eatington,  Warwickshire,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  Arms  of  the  Warwick- 
shire Underhills  in  whose  memory  an  annual  com- 
memoration was  founded  by  deed  in  St.  Mary's,  War- 
wickshire 1607,  appears  on  the  great  bell  of  Bailes 
Church,  with  an  inscription  in  Medieval  gothic  char- 
acters, and  the  same  Arms  are  found  on  old  church 
bells  in  several  counties. 

In  1568  the  Idlicote  branch  bore  the  chevron, 
gules  (or  red)  instead  of  sable  (or  black). 

Dr.  John  W.  Underhill,  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio,"  writes 
us  that  the  Huningham  branch  and  that  of  Capt. 
John  Underhill  are  evidently  of  the  the  same  origin, 
and  Mrs.  Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doremus  brought  a  proof  of 
the  Armorial  Bearings  from  England  of  the  Huning- 
ham family,  where  we  find  John  Underhill  of  Nether 
Eattington,  Warwickshire,  Gent.  mar.  the  heiress  of 
Porter  acquired  the  Manor  of  Huningham  about  1510 
and  were  progenitors  of  the  Huningham  branch. 

Also  we  find  Arms  of  Christian  Orders  borne  by 
John  Underhill,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  of  St.  Mar- 
tins, Chaplain  to  Queen  Elizabeth  from  1589  to  1592, 
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educated  at  St.  Martins,  died  in  London  1592,  buried 
in  the  Cathedral  at  Oxon,  this  account  was  found 
among-  his  effects  in  Warwickshire.  An  extensive 
account  of  him  is  given  in  the  British  Museum  Manu- 
scripts. 

We  find  in  English  History  a  continuous  record  of 
Armorial  Bearings  of  what  was  called  the  "Great 
Underhill  Family,"  which  is  creditable  to  both  schol- 
arship and  position  in  life. 

The  Underbills  of  Wolverhampton  bore,  Argent,  a 
chevron  Sable,  between  three  trefoils,  slipped  Vert, 
crest,  hind  lodged,  Or,  on  a  mont  Vert,  (a  shield 
with  field  of  silver  and  a  black  rafter  be- 
tween three  green  clover  leaves,  crest,  gold  hind 
resting  on  a  green  mound  or  hill  which  symbolizes 
skill  in  hunting  and  great  energy  of  character.) 

This  we  find  Captain  or  Lord  John  Underhill  used 
in  this  country,  in  England,  he  used  the  shield  with 
no  right  angels,  bars  with  bezants,  or  gold  coin  on 
it,  both  have  the  clover  leaf  or  trefoil,  and  the  hind. 
On  Captain  John's  the  hind  is  reclining  which  indi- 
cates the  country  at  rest  or  in  peace,  on  the  other  the 
green  mound  is  surmounted  by  a  buck  trippant  which 
represents  its  being  bestowed  in  time  of  war. 

It  has  been  stated  that  Captain  John  purposely 
omitted  the  bars  and  coin  for  one  of  three  reasons  : 
first,  it  was  not  convenient  to  draw  so  many  lines, 
second,  it  was  immaterial,  third,  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  identified  as  an  Underhill  from  England,  his  Eng- 
lish he  could  disguise  by  change  to  a  lingue  of  the 
Dutch,  which  it  is  said  he  spoke  fluently.  The  first 
two  reasons  assigned  are  most  likely,  for  the  green 
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mound,  the  deer  and  the  trefoils  were  all  that  was 
really  necessary  in  times  of  peace  and  plenty,  but  in 
times  of  conflict  he  knew  that  the  coat-armor  to  be 
complete  must  have  one  half  square  bars  or  chevron 
which  occupies  one  fifth  of  shield  and  money  repre- 
sentations on  it. 

The  Committee  were  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
Coat-armor  from  a  brass  tablet  in  the  church  at 
Stratford  on  Avon,  StaiTordshire,  England,  where 
was  also  found  an  epitaph  written  or  dedicated  to  Sir 
Hercules  Underhill  and  other  monuments  of  interest, 
this  latter  bearing-,  is  similar  to  the  one  John  Under- 
hill used  in  America. 

A  number  of  seals  have  been  found,  used  by  him 
while  he  was  living  in  America,  one  is  attached  to 
the  Indian  deed,  at  Killingwoth,  Matinnecock,  near 
Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  where  his  descendants  are  still 
living  and  who  have  the  deed  containing  the  seal  in 
their  possession,  the  same  seal  and  others  were  found 
used  by  him  in  Massachusetts. 

The  earliest  explanation  of  the  Trefoil,  is  dated 
back  to  the  fifth  Century,  where  Saint  Patrick  in  his 
first  years  of  his  labors  in  Ireland  was  called  upon  to 
defend  Christianity,  before  the  chief  Sovereign  and 
his  Court  at  Tara.  When  asked  how  the  mystery  of 
the  blessed  Trinity,  which  he  was  trying  to  teach  his 
disciples,  was  possible,  bent  down  and  gathered  a 
Trefoil  from  the  grass  at  his  feet,  here  he  said  are 
three  perfect  hearts  but  one  whole.  Though  whether 
his  Trefoil  or  Shamrock  was  clover  or  wood  sorrel  it 
is  neither  possible  nor  material  to  determine,  suffic- 
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ient  to  know  the  g-ood  and  noble  purpose  it  has  served 
since,  although  we  have  given  considerable  time  to 
this  subject  we  find  it  is  quite  incomplete. 

COMMITTEE 

JAMES  E.  UNDERBILL,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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D.  HARRIS  UNDERBILL,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
MARIANN A  UNDERBILL  COCKS,  Brooklyn.  N  Y. 
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A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Underhill  Family. 

BY  D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL. 

Read  before  a  meeting  of  the  U.  S.  A  February  22nd,  1^93,  held 
at  Friend's  Meeting  House,  Rutherford  Place,  New  York 
City,  being  the  two  hundred  and  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Nathaniel  Underhill,  (son  of  Capt.  John  Underhill) 
who  settled  in  Westchester  County,  and  the  one  hundred  and 
sixty-first  birthday  of  George  Washington. 

In  May,  1873,  while  traveling-  as  a  drummer,  and 
waiting*  to  see  my  customer  in  Pittsfiekl,  Mass.,  I 
picked  up  a  book  entitled  the  "Genealogy  of  the  Root 
Family."  I  became  much  interested  and  wondered  if 
I  could  not  write  such  a  history  of  the  Underhill 
Family,  having-  heard  my  grandmother,  Elizabeth  C. 
Underhill,  often  speak  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  the 
great  Indian  fig-hter,  from  whom  we  were  descended. 
I  concluded  I  would  try  and  see  how  far  back  I  could 
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trace  toward  Capt.  John,  so  suiting-  the  thought  to 
action,  I  at  once  (on  the  train)  began  by  putting- 
down  my  father's  name  and  his  ancestors  as  far  back 
as  James  Underbill  of  New  Castle,  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  then  I  began  tracing  the  descen- 
dants of  James  Underhill.  The  History  of  Westches- 
ter County,  by  Bolton  enabled  me  to  complete  the 
lineal  descent  from  Capt.  John  Underhill  to  James 
Underhill,  and  several  branches,  and  here  is  where 
what  has  proved  to  be  the  greatest  task  began.  An 
extensive  correspondence  became  necessary  which 
led  me  into  still  farther  pursuits  for  the  origin  of 
the  family,  which  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  fathom  at 
this  stage  of  the  work  is  A.  D.  804,  further  back  than 
this  I  can  not  go.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  trace  back 
to  Noah,  as  the  line  of  descent  is  complete  from 
Adam  to  Noah. 

I  had  intended  for  several  years  to  have  organized 
a  Society,  but  I  did  not  see  my  way  clear. 

From  appearances  it  would  seem  that  now  is  the 
time  in  the  closing  years  of  this  century,  and  while 
some  of  the  older  members  are  still  living.  By  the 
presence  of  so  many  I  am  greatly  encouraged  to 
proceed  with  the  work. 

The  Underhill  Family  which  have  become  so 
numerous  are  represented  in  nearly  every  State  in  the 
Union,  Canada,  South  America,  the  islands  of  the 
sea,  and  even  in  Africa,  where  an  English  missionary 
was  sent  and  established  a  village  on  the  Congo,  calling 
it  Underhill,  where  the  name  so  plain  may  be  seen  on 
the  map  in  Stanley's  "Dark  Continent,"  among  those 
peculiar  African  names.  There  are  extensive  branches 
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in  England — Wolverhampton,  Little  Bradley,  Uning- 
ham,  Idlicote,  Eating-ton,  Staffordshire,  Warwick- 
shire ;  also  in  Holland,  Germany,  France,  Ireland 
and  Spain,  and  I  presume  before  my  investigations 
are  ended  that  I  will  find  them  in  other  countries. 

The  name  went  to  England  about  the  close  of  the 
Thirty  Years  War  conflict  of  Charlemagne  to  subdue 
Saxony.  In  the  year  804  the  inhabitants  scattered 
in  every  direction  into  the  countries,  and  it  is  not 
strange  to  say  that  the  Underhills,  or  Van  Vanderhills 
were  among-  the  number  ;  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  name  is  Teutonic,  and  that  after  the  battle  of 
Hastings  by  William  the  Conqueror  in  l()f>(>,  they  were 
prominently  known, between  which  period  (804  to  1066) 
the  name  migrated  to  England  and  occupied  the  out- 
posts in  Warwickshire  and  vicinity,  and  there  re- 
mained till  one  of  their  number,  Capt.  John,  emi- 
grated to  America  about  1630.  Taking  the  dates  804, 
890,  966,  1066,  which  are  unconnected,  we  then  come 
to  the  year  1248,  when  we  find  the  first  coat-armor. 

In  the  "Rotuli,"  under  the  head,  "Rotul  Hunde 
De  Manneshered  et  dimid,  Hunde  Hun  de  de  Staun- 
brugg,"  (County  of  Bedfordshire)  the  name  of  Wil- 
liam Underbill  is  mentioned  among  others,  thus 
proving  him  to  have  lived  about  1274. 

In  1318  Johannes  Underbill  manucaptor  Gilbertus 
Pokerel. 

In  1322  Thomas  Underbill  manucaptor  of  Hcnricus 
de  Byssheburg  Knt  of  the  shire  returned  for  Stafford. 

In  1423  Win.  Underbill  of  Wolverhampton  born 
1423  married  Miss  Stanley  of  Bromwich,  his  son 
Nathaniel  being  the  first  one  of  the  name  married 
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Miss  Batt,  their  son  John  married  Agnes  Porter, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Porter  of  Eating-ton,  their  son 
Edward  took  100  years  lease  of  the  Manor  of  Eating- 
ton,  their  son  Thomas  who  was  the  founder  of  the 
Huningham  Family  married  Anne  Winter  and  had  a 
son  Edward,  commonly  called  the  Hotgospeller,  his 
son  Edward  was  born  in  Wood  Street,  London  1556, 
the  eventful  representative  of  the  family. 

Edward  who  took  100  years  lease  of  the  Manor  of 
Eating-ton  had  16  children,  Thomas  was  the  founder 
of  the  Staffordshire  Underbills,  William  was  the 
father  of  William  who  sold  uNew  Place"  to  Shake- 
speare in  1597.  This  William  was  the  father  of  Sir 
Hercules  who  was  knighted  in  U>17  and  married 
Bridget,  sister  of  Lord  Carlton. 

William  Underbill,  son  of  Edward,  married  Ursula 
Congreve  and  in  the  church  at  Nether  Etington  in 
the  South  Aisle  on  a  larg-e  marble  is  an  dblong  square 
piece  of  brass  with  this  inscription  : 

"Ovate  pro  animabus  Johannes  Underbill  et  Agnetis 
uxoriz  ejus,"  which  translated  means,  pray  for  the 
souls  of  John  Underhill  and  Agnes  his  wife. 

In  the  wall  of  the  north  of  the  church  is  a  tomb 
and  a  stone  at  the  foot  of  it  with  this  inscription  : 

VRSVLA  VNDERHILL, 
dyed  1550. 

Upon  another  marble  with  portraiture  in  brass 
whereon  are  two  Escocheons  of  Underbills,  Arms 
empaling  a  chevron  betwixt  three  battle  axes  is  this 
inscription  : 

"Here  lyeth  Win,  Underhill  of  the  Inner  Temple  of 
London,    Gentleman    of    Edward    Underhill,  Esq., 
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second  sonne  and  Ursula,  his  dearly  beloved  wife, 
youngest  daughter  of  John  Congreve,  of  Stretton  in 
Coun.  Stafford.  Esquire,  whose  life  was  a  spectacle  to 
all  honest,  virtuous  and  obedient  wifes  and  she  died 
the  xnyth  day  of  May,  An.  Dom.  M.  Dixi,  upon 
whose  souls  Christ  have  mercy,  Amen." 

Edward  Underbill,  ltThe  Hotgospeller,"  had  a  son 
Edward  whose  son  John  Underbill  came  to  America 
from  Holland  in  1630  known  as  Capt.  John  Underbill, 
who  was  very  prominent  in  the  early  histories  of  New 
Netherlands  and  New  England  and  a  great  Indian 
lighter  in  the  Pequot  War.  He  had  several  children 
by  his  two  wives,  Helena  Kruger  and  Elizabeth 
Feeks,  among  them  being  four  sons,  Benoni,  John, 
Nathaniel  and  David. 

Benoni  being  of  a  roving  disposition  "  left  his 
father's  house  at  Matinecock  and  needing  assistance 
he  said  he  would  take  with  him  whatever  his  father 
intended  for  him,  his  father  (seeing  he  was  deter- 
mined to  leave)  assisted  him  in  his  departure  about 
1660,  he  went  to  New  Hampshire  where  he  founded 
the  extensive  branch  of  the  family  residing  in  New 
England. 

Dr.  Updyke  Underhill  who  wrote  the  Algerine 
Captive  was  a  descendant  of  this  Benoni  and  also 
Samson  Underhill. 

John  Underhill,  next  oldest  son  remained  on  Long 
Island.  Samuel  V.  Underhill,  of  Locust  Valley,  has 
in  his  possession  a  Bible  that  contains  the  oldest 
records  of  the  Underhill  Family  on  Long  Island. 

The  place  that  Capt.  John  Underhill  had  deeded 
from  the  Indians  to  him  is  in  the  possession  of  Ann 
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Elizabeth  Underhill,  widow  of  George  R.  Undcrhill, 
never  having-  been  out  of  the  Underhill  Family  and 
the  deed  from  the  Indians  to  Capt.  John  (on  parch- 
ment) #is  still  in  her  possession,  also  the  deed  of  the 
Indians  to  his  son  John  is  in  the  possession  of  one  of 
his  descendants,  Richard  Underhill,  of  New  York 
City. 

At  Matinnecock  is  the  old  burying-ground  where 
Capt.  John  Underhill  is  buried,  and  where  it  is  pro- 
posed to  erect  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  1897. 

The  next  son  Nathaniel,  born  February  22,  1663, 
and  which  event  we  have  gathered  here  to-day  to 
celebrate  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  his  birth. 

lie  removed  from  Uong  Island  to  Westchester 
County  where  he  settled  and  from  whom  have  sprung 
a  long  line  of  descendants. 

At  the  time  of  his  birth  the  Independence  of  our 
country  was  unknown,  Indians  had  full  sway,  it  was 
69  years  before  the  birth  of  Washington,  whose  one 
hundred  and  sixty  first  birthday  we  celebrate. 

lie  married  Mary  Ferris  December  10,  1685,  and 
had  seven  children,  1  Thomas,  2  Nathaniel,  3  Benja- 
min, 4  Abraham,  5  John,  6  Mary,  7  William  B. 

Nathaniel  Underhill,  Jr.,  born  1690  was  an  Episco- 
palian, married  Mary  Honeywell.  Epitaph  on  his 
tombstone  is  :  "Here  lies  the  body  of  Nathaniel 
Underhill  who  was  born  Aug.  11,  1690,  and  departed 
this  life  November  27,  1775,  aged  85  years  3  months 
lf>  davs.  II j  had  10  children,  all  of  whom  had  num- 
erous families. 

Thomas,  a  Quaker,  married  Phebe  Davenport,  and 
this  family  were  all  Scientists. 
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Benjamin,  also  a  Quaker,  born  in  Dutchess  County. 

Abraham,  born  1697,  was  the  prog-enitor  of  the  six 
children  known  as  the  Biblical  Family,  Abraham, 
Isaac,  Jacob,  Mary,  Hannah  and  Martha.  Three 
g-enerations  here  number  145  descendants. 

John,  a  Quaker,  resided  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y. 

William  B.  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Vermont  and 
Ohio  branches  of  the  family,  which  have  held  several 
reunions  in  Ohio.  Their  secretary  is  Dr.  J.  W. 
Underbill,  who  is  working-  with  me  in  the  compila- 
tion of  material  for  the  "History  and  Genealogy  of 
the  Underbill  Family,"  now  being-  written.  This 
branch  of  the  family  is  very  historical  as  some  of 
their  children  were  the  first  white  children  born  in 
the  state  of  Vermont. 

The  oldest,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  Lancaster  Under- 
bill, of  Eastchester,  who  died  aged  9S  years,  the 
progenitor  of  the  Eastchester  Branch. 

Nathaniel  Jr.,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  grandson  of 
Capt.  John  was  born  August  31,  1723,  married  Annie 
Honeywell.  He  went  to  Nova  Scotia  in  1783.  He 
and  his  sou  were  known  as  British  Nathaniel  Under- 
bill, from  their  taking  sides  with  the  British  in  the 
Revolution.  The  descendants  of  this  branch  for 
scycral  generations  bear  the  names  of  British  Nathan- 
iel Underbill,  Tryon  Underbill,  William  Tryon 
Underbill,  etc.  I  received,  a  few  years  ago,  a  letter 
fjom  British  Nathaniel  Tryon  Underbill,  of  North- 
umberland County,  New  Brunswick. 

Jacob  D.  Underbill,  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick  is 
very  much  interested  in  our  society,  and  in  t.ie  family 
history.    He  had  collected  in  his  life  time  a  great 
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amount  of  material  which  was  burned  with  his  house. 

David  Underhill,  (fourth  son  of  Capt.  John)  of 
Oyster  Bay,  Long-  Island,  had  a  great  grandson,  Rev. 
Peter  Underhill  who  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Oyster  Bay  and  married  Ethel inda  Town- 
send. 

Among*  the  descendants  of  Nathaniel  Underhill, 
who  became  very  prominent  in  the  early  part  of  this 
century  in  New  York  City,  was  Anthony  Eispenard 
Underhill,  who  was  an  alderman  in  1817  and  first 
president  of  the  Fulton  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
incorporated  April  2d,  1819.  He  died  at  Saratog-a 
Springs  in  1847  and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  to 
the  left  of  the  entrance  to  Trinity  Church,  New  York 
City,  after  passing  through  the  inner  gate,  where  a 
brown  stone  lying  flat  bears  the  name  inscribed  upon 
it,  A.  L,  Underhill,  1807. 

Michael  Underhill  (a  cousin  of  the  Captain  ?) 
arrived  in  this  country  from  England  somewhere 
between  lf>25  and  1650.  I  received  several  years  ago 
a  letter  from  an  Underhill  in  the  south  informing-  me 
that  he  was  the  only  living  descendant  of  this 
Michael  Underhill  and  had  in  his  possession  relics 
belonging  to  the  said  Michael  Underhill  which  had 
been  handed  down. 

Among-  the  Underhill  Family  in  America  is  that  of 
the  late  Edward  Underhill  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  who 
came  from  Engdand  in  1845,  settled  in  Yonkers  and 
had  13  children,  being-  descended  from  an  English 
branch. 

A  genuine  historical  relic  which  connects  the 
Underhill  Family  celebration  of  to-day  with  the  name 


of  Washing-ton  (which  two  events  by  a  singular  coin- 
cidence) occurs  to-day,  is  owned  by  F.  W.  Underbill 
of  Elyria,  Ohio.  It  is  a  Lieutenant's  Commission  for 
the  fourth  sub-legion  of  the  United  States  Army  in 
promotion  of  one  J  allies  Underhill,  dated  at  Philadel- 
phia March  19,  1793.  This  commission  bears  the 
sig-naturc  of  Georg-e  Washington,  President  of  the 
United  States. 

I  sincerely  hope  th.it  all  Underbills  and  those 
connected  will  manifest  an  interest  in  this  society  and 
become  members,  so  that  we  may  become  a  flourish- 
ing" body  and  that  the  name  of  Underhill  may  become 
at  this  late  day,  if  not  already,  as  noted  as  any 
family  whose  history  has  ever  been  or  ever  will  be, 
and  that  the  Underhill  Motto  "Vive  et  Ama"  and 
"Upwards"  be  the  motto  of  the  Underhill  Society  of 
America. 

"Live  and  Love  Ever  Looking  Upwards." 
May  we    also    bear  in  mind    the    motto  already 
adopted    by    Genealogists:    "lie    who    careth  not 
whence  he  came,  careth  little  whither  he  goeth." 

"And  the  stately  ships  go  on 

To  their  haven  under  the  hill 

But  0  !  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand 

And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still." 


BURIAL  PLACE  COMMITTEE. 

FIRST  REPORT. 

June  17,  1S93. 

To  Tin-  UNDERHiia  Society: 

Your  committee  can  only  report  progress,  relative 
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to  the  location  of  Capt.  Underbill's  grave. 

Family  tradition  has  long-  designated  the  cemetery 
on  the  bill  at  Matinnecock  as  being  the  place.  His- 
torians and  others  have  unhesitatingly  accepted  the 
tradition  (Thompson,  Barbour,  Brodhead,  Whittaker, 
Bolton,  Savage,  Adams  and  biographical  notices  in 
encyclopedias.)  There  is  no  affirmative  evidence  to 
disturb  that  of  tradition. 

Until  very  recently,  no  one,  so  far  as  your  commit- 
tee has  ascertained,  ever  called  it  in  question,  or  sug- 
gested a  doubt  of  its  correctness.  But,  upon  submit- 
ting two  diagrams  of  graves  in  that  plot,  (one  a  map 
by  I).  Harris  Underbill  and  the  other  in  the  nature  of 
a  drawing  by  Mr.  Jacobs)  to  George  W.  Cocks,  Esq., 
of  (ilen  Cove,  and  well  versed  in  the  antiquarian  and 
genealogical  lore  of  Oyster  Bay,  for  his  verification 
and  judgment,  that  gentleman  stated  he  was  not 
possessed  of  any  definite  knowledge  respecting  the 
burial  place  of  Capt.  Underhill,  much  less  his  grave, 
and  added  he  was  by  no  means  sure  the  interment 
had  not  been  in  the  old  cemetery  on  Fort  Hill,  Oyster 
Bay,  or  in  that  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Westbury, 
where  John  Fekes,  the  associate  and  brother-in-law 
of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  was  buried.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  Cocks  kindly  offered  to  personally  investigate  the 
matter  and  communicate  with  your  committee. 

Owing  to  the  prolonged  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
neither  Mr.  Cocks  nor  your  committee  have  been  able 
to  visit  either  burial  ground  to  examine  the  tomb- 
stones still  there. 

Though  not  in  possession  of  positive  evidence,  your 
committee  has  reasons  for  doubting  if  Capt.  Under- 
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hill  was  buried  at  Wcstbury,  viz  : — 1.  It  is  doubtful 
if  that  cemetery  was  in  existence  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  September  21st,  1672.  2.  John  Underbill,  Jr., 
dying  December  25th,  1692,  as  well  as  Mary  his  wife 
dying-  July  9th,  169$,  and  John  his  son  dying-  May  28, 
1728,  were  buried  at  Matinnecock,  as  their  headstones 
still  standing-  indicate.  3.  The  fact  that  John  Fekes 
was  buried  at  Wcstbury  is  of  no  significance,  because 
his  death  did  not  occur  till  May,  1724,  or  nearly  fifty- 
two  years  later  than  that  of  Capt.  Underhill.  4.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  presumed  that  Capt.  Underhill  would  have 
been  buried  at  Wcstbury  because  of  being  a  member 
of  the  Societ}r  of  Friends.  His  son  John  and  the 
hitter's  wife  were  also  Friends,  yet  they  were  buried 
at  Matinnecock. 

The  decipherable  tombstones,  therefore,  establish 
that  so  early,  at  least,  as  1692  Capt.  Underbill's 
family  considered  the  hill  top  at  Matinnecock,  a 
family  burial  ground. 

The  failure  to  discover  a  tombstone  for  Capt. 
Underhill  is  not  decisive.  There  are  indications 
which  lead  your  committee  to  strongly  suspect  that  at 
some  time  graves  have  been  disturbed,  and  tomb- 
stones removed  from  their  original  positions.  These 
indications  consist  in  part  of  the  disorderly  and 
unnatural  positions  of  several  stones  which  appear  to 
have  been  displaced,  and  carelessly  set  up  or  thrown 
flat  elsewhere  without  regard  to  the  generation,  rela- 
tionship or  time  of  death  of  those  whose  graves  they 
once  designated,  and  that  of  those  among  whom  they 
are  oddly  scattered.  To  these  seeming  displacements 
and  disarrangements  must  be  added  the  presence  of 
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He  ad -stones  of  other  families,  bearing-  dates  within 
the  present  century,  between  those  marking-  the 
graves  of  the  first  and  third  generations  of  Under- 
bills and,  apparently,  breaking*  in  upon  the  orderly 
arrangement  of  the  latter.  These  impressions  are 
somewhat  corroborated  by  the  recollections  of  persons 
still  living. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that,  as  yet,  no  evidence  has  been  produced  disturbing 
the  tradition  that  Capt.  Underbill  was  buried  at 
Matinnecock,  even  if  no  legible  tombstone  evidencing 
the  fact  has  been  discovered. 

So  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  your  committee 
will  explore  the  cemeteries  at  Oyster  Bay,  The  Cove 
and  Wcstbury,  and  also,  if  possible,  ascertain  when 
each  first  came  into  use. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(  D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL,, 
Committee:)  STEPHEN  B<  jACOBS> 

(  MARIANNA  IT.  COCKS,  Chairman. 

February  22,  1893. 


SECOND  REPORT. 
To  tiir  Undkkiiill  Society  : 

On  May  30th,  18()3,  your  Committee  visited  the 
burial  plot  at  Matinnecock.  There  was  present  quite 
a  number  of  the  descendants  from  Capt.  Underh ill's 
eldest  son  John,  and  who,  or  their  ancestry,  had 
always  resided  in  the  vicinity  and  are  familiar  with 
the  family  tradition  respecting  his  burial  place.  The 
testimony  gathered  from  them  will  be  referred  to 
further  on. 
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With  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Samuel  V.  Under- 
bill, Robert  Underbill,  Georg-e  W.  Cocks  and  Arthur 
Wilbur,  the  ground  was  well  explored  as  to  graves 
and  tombstones.  Though  stones  sunken  in  the 
ground  were  raised  and  examined  on  both  sides,  none 
was  discovered  casting-  an}'  lig-ht  upon  the  question. 
The  oldest  present  surviving-  resident  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  familiar  with  the  ground  and  family 
traditions,  Thomas  F.  Underbill,  who  has  always 
resided  on  the  farm  close  by,  states  that,  t.iough  as  a 
very  young-  boy  he  knew  the  location  of  the  grave,  he 
never  knew  or  heard  of  a  stone  marking-  it.  That 
would  carry  the  evidence  on  the  point  of  no  head 
stone  back  to  the  early  part  of  the  present  century. 

Unable  to  find  a  stone  designating-  Captain  Under- 
bill's grave,  your  committee  proceeded  then  to  g-ather 
oral  testimony  respecting-  the  grave.  To  within 
ninety-four  years  of  his  death  and  to  the  third  genera- 
tion therefrom,  your  committee  was  able  to  trace  by 
living  witnesses,  an  unbroken  statement  that  he  was 
buried  a  few  feet  north  of  the  oldest  and  most  north- 
erly of  the  cedar  trees  now  in  the  plot. 

Daniel  Underhill,  a  great  great  grand  son  of  Capt. 
Underhill,  born  in  1766,  and  dying  in  1842,  so 
informed  his  son,  Thomas  F.  now  80  years  of  ag-e  ; 
also  another  son  Smith,  born  in  1790,  and  dying-  ag-ed 
90,  and  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  married  John 
Cashow,  and  died  in  1876,  aged  94  years.  This  Eliz- 
abeth had  a  daug-hter  who  is  now  living-,  Mrs.  Benja- 
min Underhill.  She  heard  her  uncle,  Smith  Under- 
hill, state  the  location  to  her  brother,  John  Cashow. 
Her   mother  also  gave  her  the   same  information. 
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Samuel  V.  Underhill  heard  Smith  Underhill  make 
the  same  statements  in  reference  to  the  grave  and 
John  Cashow,  also,  gave  him  the  same  information 
as  being-  derived  from  said  Smith  Underhill. 

Thus,  as  stated,  a  location  of  the  grave  is  traced 
back  to  the  third  generation  from  Captain  Underbill's 
death  by  living  witnesses. 

The  evidence  is  strengthened  by  what  occurred  in 
February,  1877,  at  which  time  there  were  two  graves 
at  the  spot  designated.  A  Mr.  Isaac  Cocks,  in  dig- 
ging to  build  a  vault,  exposed  the  bones  of  two  skele- 
tons. Messrs.  S.  V.  Underhill  and  Arthur  Wilber 
were  present,  saw  the  skeletons,  that  they  were  put 
back  and  the  earth  replaced.  In  addition  to  these 
facts  is  the  immediate  proximity  to  the  designated 
location  of  the  graves  of  Captain  Underbill's  eldest 
son  John  and  the  hitter's  wife.  The  allotted  space 
allows  for  the  graves  of  Captain  Underhill  and  his 
wife.  There  is  another  circumstance  which  tends  to 
locate  the  grave.  One  of  these  skeletons  had  a  skull 
with  high  broad  forehead,  containing-  all  the  teeth 
except  an  incisor  in  the  upper  jaw,  and  had  a  patch 
of  reddish  hair.  Though  your  committee  had  vaguely 
heard  of  a  tradition  that  Captain  Underbill's  hair 
was  red,  it  was  not  until  after  the  visit  to  Matinne- 
cock  that  we  were  able  to  establish  the  existence  of 
this  tradition  before  the  discovery  of  the  skull  afore- 
said. The  father  of  the  chairman  of  your  committee 
(Enoch  Jacobs,  now  71  years  old  and  in  possession  of 
all  his  faculties)  hearing-  from  the  chairman  the  tra- 
dition as  to  hair  and  finding  of  the  skull,  immediately 
answered  that  he  knew  of  it  when  a  young  lad.  The 
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hair  of  a  younger  brother,  as  it  began  to  appear,  was 
red,  and  he  heard  his  mother  say  to  his  father  in  ex- 
planation, ltIt  is  the  Underbill  hair.1'  Since  then, 
upon  the  birth  of  several  nephews  with  such  hair,  it 
was  attributed  to  the  Underbill  blood.  This  bit  of 
evidence  proves  that  the  tradition  long"  existed. 

So  far  as  your  committee  has  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  Friends  burial  ground  at  Westbury  was  not  set 
apart  until  many  years  after  Captain  Underbill's 
death.  In  view  of  the  evidence  gathered,  the  fact 
that  the  stones  now  legible  prove  it  an  ancient  burial 
plot  of  the  second  g-encration  of  Underbills,  Fekes  and 
Priors,  your  committee  can  arrive  at  only  one  conclu- 
sion, viz.  :  that  Captain  Underbill  was  buried  at 
Matinnecock,  and  the  spot  identified  by  tradition  as 
his  grave  is  the  place  where  he  was  buried. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  desires  to  place  on 
record  an  acknowledgement  of  the  warm  hospitality 
its  members  received  from  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Underhill 
and  wife  of  Locust  Valley,  and  the  interest  they  had 
taken  to  gather  the  members  of  the  family  at  the 
ground  to  meet  your  committee. 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

I  STEPHEN  B.  JACOBS,  Chairman. 
Committee:)  mar  I  ANNA  V.  COCKS. 

I  D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL, 
FREDERICK  HAVIDAND, 
June  17,  1S93.   

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL, 

Correspo  n  d  iiig  Sen  el  a  ry, 
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The  Underbill  Society  of  America. 

(Organized  in  Brooklyn,  N .  Y.,  June  1(5,  18H'2.) 

SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  BY  ITS  SECRETARY, 

Matinkcock,  L.  I.,  N.Y.,  May  3otli,  1S<)4. 

To  the  Members  and  Friends  of  the  U.  S.  A. 

Your  Secretary  respectfully  submits  the  following- 
report  : 

Two  years  have  elapsed  since  organization,  and 
interest  has  been  manifested  by  members  of  different 
branches  of  the  family,  and  many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  and  joined  the  Society, 
which  g-ives  the  Historian  much  encouragement,  par- 
ticularly through  the  kindness  and  hospitality  shown 
while  visiting*  families. 

The  Executive  Board  was  organized  Monday  even- 
ing, January  15th,  1894,  at  the  residence  of  Reuben 
H.  Underbill.  This  Board  to  hold  four  meeting's  a 
year,  first  Monday  in  January,  April,  July  and  Octo- 
ber, for  the  transaction  of  all  business  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Society. 

The  second  Board  Meeting  was  held  Monday  even- 
ing, April  2d,  1894,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  S.  V.  K. 
Harvey,  111  East  Twenty-tilth  Street,  New  York. 

Two  reg-ular  meetings  of  the  Society  were  held  as 
follows  : 

February  22d,  1894,  at  Friends1  Meeting-  House, 
Rutherford  Place,  New  York  City,  May  3()th,  1<S<)4, 


''Memorial  Day"  on  the  Underhill  Burying-ground  at 
Matinecock,  Town  of  Oyster  Bay,  hong  Island,  N.Y. 

At  the  meeting-  held  February  22d,  1804,  Robert 
Underhill,  1st  Vice-President  occupied  the  chair  in 
the  absence  of  the  President.  Silas  A.  Underhill 
was  nominated  for  Recording-  Secretary  and  elected 
to  that  office. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Coat-Armor 
made  an  interesting-  report  which  was  accepted. 

The  Secretary's  report  showed  great  interest  mani- 
fested in  the  following-  objects  of  the  Society  :  viz. 
first  ;  The  making-  of  a  History  of  the  Underhill 
Family,  the  filing-  and  preservation  of  records,  docu- 
ments, manuscripts  and  curios  of  historical  interest. 
Second  ;  The  erecting-  of  a  suitable  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  about  1897.  Third  ; 
The  publication  of  the  History  when  completed. 

Communications  were  received  from  representatives 
of  the  family  in  Colorado,  Washington,  D.  C,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Nova  Scotia,  Eng-land, 
Ohio,  New  York  and  various  other  places. 

Whittier's  poem  on  Captain  John  Underhill  was 
read  by  Elias  H.  Underhill  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  Secretary  brought  before  the  meeting-  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Society  having  a  certain  ancient  book 
by  Captain  John  Underhill  (1638)  entitled  "Nevves 
from  America,"  reprinted  from  the  orig-inal.  The 
sentiment  of  the  meeting-  favored  the  printing-  and 
left  it  with  the  Editorial  Committee,  Edward  F. 
Underhill,  Chairman. 

D.  Harris  Underhill,  Family  Historian,  briefly 
remarked,  "One  year  ag-o  to-day  the  Society  gathered 
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to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  Nathaniel  Underhill  Of 
the  Westchester  County  Branch,  (son  of  Captain  John 
Underhill,)  born  February  22d,  l(>r>3.  Last  year  I 
gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the  family  from  this  Nathaniel 
and  at  our  Anniversary  Meeting-  propose  to  g-ive  a 
History  of  the  Underhill  Burying--gTound  at  Matine- 
cock,  Town  of  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  which  will 
contain  a  sketch  of  the  Long-  Island  Branch." 

The  task  of  arrang-ing-  twenty  years  of  collected 
material  is  slow  and  tedious,  it  must  be  accurate  to 
be  of  value  as  an  Historical  and  Genealog-ical  refer- 
ence to  the  family  and  the  public. 

If  members  who  have  documents,  manuscripts, 
Biblk  Records  or  material  of  use  to  the  Historian 
would  please  forward  them,  (or  copies  of  same)  they 
would  be  carefully  preserved  and  returned  (if  desired) 
as  they  would  be  of  great  use  in  the  compilation  of 
the  History. 


IN  REGARD  TO 


"NEVVES  FROM  AMERICA," 

(By  Capt.  John  Underbill,  163S.) 

New  York,  May  12,  1894. 

To  the  Underhill  Family : 

The  Underhill  Society  of  America  was  organized 
on  the  16th  day  of  June,  1892.  Nearly  all  of  its 
members,  are  direct  descendants  of  Captain  John 
Underhill,  who  came  to  America  in  1630,  and  was 
afterwards  famous  in  Massachusetts  Colony  in  the 
wars  with  the  Indians.  He  was  the  progenitor  of 
nearly  all  in  America  who  bear  the  name.  But  other 
Underbills  who  came  later  and  do  not  trace  their 
lineage  to  him,  are  welcome  as  members. 

The  immediate  purpose  of  the  Society  is  to  provide 
for  a  suitable  monument  to  be  placed  over  the 
grave  of  the  Captain  in  the  Underhill  Burying- 
(Iround  at  Matinecock,  Town  of  Oyster  Bay,  Long- 
Island,  N.Y.  ;A  .further  purpose  is  to  gather  ancient 
books,  documents,  photos,  manuscripts,  letters  and 
inscriptions  from  grave-stones  as  material  from  which 
to  prepare  a  history  and  genealogy  of  the  Underhill 
Family.  For  a  work  so  comprehensive,  the  annual 
dues  of  two  dollars  paid  by  members  will  not  suffice. 
Another  means  of  raising  money  has  been  suggested. 

In  1638,  there  was  printed  in  London  a  pamphlet  of 
which  Captain  John  Underhill  was  the  author.  Its 
title  is  "Nevves  from  America-"  Only  two  copies  are 
known  to  be  in  existence  in  America,  one  in  the 

library  of  the  Historical  Society  of  New  York  City, 
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JOHN  W.  UNDKRHILL,  M.  D., 
Honorary  Secretary, 
Ut^erbill  Society  of  Gmerica. 


and  the  other  in  that  of  Harvard  University.  Each, 
though  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  years  old,  is  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation.  It  is  a  unique  specimen 
of  typography.  It  shows  the  state  of  the  printer's 
art  in  the  Seventeenth  Century.  The  peculiar  spell- 
ing' of  the  period  in  which  it  was  written,  and  with 
more  or  less  of  the  interchangeable  use  of  the  letters 
U  and  v,  and  the  form  for  s,  are  preserved. 

Of  far  greater  interest  are  the  events  narrated  and 
the  course  of  thought  contained  in  the  work.  It  was 
written  during  the  feverish  times  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I,  which  preceded  his  dethronement,  trial 
and  execution.  Religious  as  well  as  political  animos- 
ities were  then  intense.  Roman  Catholics,  the  parti- 
sans of  the  Established  Church  and  the  many  divi- 
sions of  Protestants  in  the  mother  country,  were 
bitter  in  their  denunciations  each  of  the  others. 
Many  pamphlets  on  religious  subjects  were  then 
printed  with  arguments  or  dogmatic  assertions  to 
sustain  the  convictions  of  the  writers.  King  James' 
translation  of  the  Scriptures  issued  less  than  thirty 
years  before  had  not  been  accepted  by  many  of  the 
common  people,  who  reluctantly  if  at  all,  acquiesced 
in  the  authority  of  the  Church  of  England.  They 
held  with  tenacity  to  the  Genevan  version  (commonly 
called  the  "Breeches"  Bible)  which  had  then  been  in 
print  for  nearly  eighty  years. 

These  pamphlets  are  now  only  interesting  to  the 
historian  who  traces  the  evolution  of  crude  differ- 
ences of  thought  on  the  non-essentials  of  Christianity 
to  the  broad  toleration  of  the  times  in  which  we  live. 


Few  care  to  grope  among  the  cobwebs  and  in  the 
mold  of  that  ancient  and  long-  forg-otten  literature. 
Much  less  could  one  spare  the  time  to  seriously  read  it. 

But  "Nevves  from  America"  is  not  to  be  gauged  by 
contemporaneous  literature.  It  tells  of  unusual 
events.  Though  Captain  Underhill  had  been  edu- 
cated a  soldier,  he  was  filled  with  the  earnest  and 
aggressive  convictions  of  the  English  Puritans. 
There  is  in  it  a  self-satislied  feeling  of  the  superior- 
ity of  the  New  England  Colonists,  not  only  in  mar- 
tial prowess,  but  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  special 
favor  of  Deity.  Pious  fervor  is  strangely  interming- 
led with  war  and  its  attendant  cruelties.  In  acts  of 
treachery  by  the  Indians  the  Captain  found  justifica- 
tion for  the  part  he  took  in  the  events.  On  the  first 
page  he  speaks  of  the  narrative  as  kia  true  relation  of 
the  New  England  wars  against  the  Block  Islanders 
and  that  insolent  and  barbarous  nation  called  the 
Pequots,  whom,  by  the  sword  of  the  Lord,  and  a  few 
feeble  instruments,  soldiers  not  accustomed  to  war, 
were  drove  out  of  their  country  and  slain  by  the 
sword  to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred  souls,  in  the 
space  of  two  months  and  less  ;  so  as  their  country  is 
fully  subdued  and  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lish ;  and  to  the  end  that  God's  name  might  have  the 
glory  and  his  people  see  his  power  and  magnify  his 
honor  for  his  great  goodness/1  When  the  colonists 
were  sorely  beset  with  dangers,  he  recounts  the  special 
providences  that  opportunely  came  to  their  rescue. 
To  those  who  have  read  the  book  it  has  the  interest 
of  a  romance — coming  to  us  like  the  distant  echoes 
of  the  words  of  our  ancestor. 


It  is  the  belief  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety that  a  reprint  of  the  pamphlet  will  be  quite  as 
interesting-  to  others  as  to  us  who  have  read  it,  and 
will  be  especially  treasured  by  every  descendant  of 
Captain  Under  hill  if  reproduced  in  fac-simile  of  the 
original.  This  is  the  purpose  of  the  Society  if  it 
shall  undertake  the  work.  It  contains  44  pages,  each 
with  six  and  one-half  by  three  and  three  quarter 
inches  of  printed  matter,  and  on  live  are  marginal 
notes.  There  is  also  with  the  book  a  grotesque 
engraving-  of  a  "Palizado,"  an  enclosure  constructed 
by  the  Indians  in  and  about  which  are  the  hg-ures  of 
armed  men — English  and  natives. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  wish  to  know  to  what 
extent  the  members  of  the  Underbill  Family  would  be 
interested  in  the  reprint  of  the  work  of  our  common 
ancestor,  whose  early  life  was  passed  in  the  turmoil 
of  faction  and  of  war,  but  whose  spirit  in  his  declin- 
ing- years,  found  rest  among  the  lovers  of  peace  and 
of  tb em  the  most  peaceful,  the  Society  of  Friends  or 
Ouakers. 

Copies  of  this  letter  will  be  sent  to  all  who  bear  his 
name,  or  who  claim  descent  from  Captain  Undcrhill, 
so  far  as  they  and  their  addresses  are  on  the  lists  in 
the  possession  of  our  Society.  Confidence  is  felt  that 
the  responses  will  show  a  large  number  who  will 
take  a  copy  of  the  work  when  printed  at  a  minimum 
price  of  one  dollar,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  fund  may 
be  increased  by  the  subscriptions  of  those  of  abundant 
means  that  monies  may  be  accumulated,  not  only  to 
erect  a  monument  creditable  to  the  memory  of  the 
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Captain,  but  to  aid  the  Society  in  its  historical  and 
genealogical  work. 

For  this,  much  valuable  material  has  already  been 
gathered.  The  late  Abraham  S.  Underbill  of  N.Y. 
City  had  for  thirty  years,  not  only  been  collecting 
original  data  in  respect  to  the  ancestry  of  Captain 
Underbill,  but  had  to  a  large  extent  traced  the  family 
line  through  his  children  to  their  descendants  in  our 
time.  Matter  that  he  thus  industriously  gathered  is 
in  the  possession  of  his  nephew,  W.Wilson  Underbill, 
the  President  of  our  Society.  Twenty-one  years  ago, 
David  Harris  Underbill  of  Brooklyn,  now  our  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  and  five  years  later  Dr.  John  W. 
Underhill  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  who  is  our  Honorary 
Secretary,  began  each  an  independent  work  of  a  simi- 
lar character  f since  merged  into  one^,  and  they  have 
accumulated  a  large  amount  of  valuable  material. 
With  them  it  was  a  labor  of  love.  Pride  of  family 
was  the  inspiration.  From  the  material  that  has 
been  and  is  to  be  gathered,  our  cousins,  David  Harris 
Underhill  and  Dr.  John  W.  Underhill,  hope  to  write 
an  interesting  history  of  the  family,  from  the  time 
when  known  events  emerge  from  the  mists  of  tradi- 
tion in  the  land  of  our  ancestors  both  there  and  in 
America,  their  course  can  be  definitely  traced.  Be- 
tween these  two  periods  stands  the  heroic  figure  of 
Captain  John  Underhill,  to  whose  rough,  rugged,  earn- 
est and  honest  life  and  his  struggles  in  the  imperfect 
civilization  of  his  time,  we  may  turn  with  admiration 
which  is  increased  with  the  knowledge  that  his  later 
life  illustrated  the  maxim  that  "peace  hath  its  victo- 
ries no  less  than  war." 
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Our  cousin  needs  the  co-operation  of  the  Underhill 
Family  everywhere  in  collecting-  further  data  that 
will  reflect  light  upon  the  history  of  the  Family.  He 
especially  wishes  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  of 
the  Underhill  lineage.  Communications  may  be 
addressed  to  him  at  400  South  3rd  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

EDWARD  F.  UNDERHILL, 

Chairman  Editorial  Committee. 

A   BRIEF  SKETCH 

OK  THIS 

UNDERHILL  BURYING-GROUND 

At  Matinecock,  Town  of  Oyster  Bay, 
Queens  Co.,  L.I. ,  N,  Y. 

An  Address  delivered  by  I).  Harris  Underhill,  at  the  Second 
Anniversary  of  the  lT.  S.  A.,  held  in  the  Underhill  Burying- 
ground,  May  30th,  1894. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Underhill  So- 
ciety of  America  : 

We  have  assembled  here  011  this  beautiful  Memorial 
Day  to  celebrate  our  2nd  Anniversary,  and  view  the 
last  resting-  place  of  our  illustrious  ancestor  Captain 
John  Underhill,  who  landed  in  Boston  Harbor  May 
18,  1630,  from  the  vessel  of  which  he  was  in  command 
named  "Mary  and  John"  for  his  mother  and  father. 
In  1631  we  find  his  name  upon  the  Records  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  Mass. 
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With  him  from  Holland  came  his  wife,  Helena 
Krug-er,  who  with  her  son  John,  was  baptized  in  the 
Old  South  Church  at  Boston,  Mass.  His  second  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Feeks,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth (Fones)  (Winthrop)  Feeks  of  London,  England, 
who  was  the  widow  of  Henry  Winthrop,  son  of  Gov. 
Winthrop  of  Massachusetts. 

In  1667,  the  property  upon  which  this  Bury  in  g-- 
ground  is  situated  was  deeded  to  Captain  John 
Underhill  from  the  Indians.  The  deed  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Family. 

John  Underhill,  Jr.,  remained  on  Long'  Island, 
while  his  brother  Nathaniel  by  his  second  wife, 
removed  to  Westchester  County.  In  1672,  Captain 
John  Underbill  died  and  was  buried  here,  being-  the 
first  burial  recorded,  the  last  being-  that  of  Townsend 
W.  Underhill  to-day. 

In  1877,  a  new  portion  was  added  to  the  orig-inal 
plot.  A  vast  amount  of  Historical  and  Biographical 
matter  pertaining-  to  the  life  of  Captain  John  Under- 
hill and  his  burial  place,  from  his  arrival'in  America 
in  1630  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1672,  will  be  fully 
treated  of  in  the  History  and  Genealog-y  of  the 
Underhill  Family. 

He  was  known  as  a  great  Indian  Warrior  and 
established  the  First  Militia  Company  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  he  also  aided  to  a  great  extent  in  the  settle- 
ment of  our  country. 

In  order  to  commemorate  the  event  of  our  Second 
Anniversary  and  mark  the  spot  where  the  Warrior 
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Captain  is  buried,  I  plant  upon  his  grave  this  tree. 

There  having-  been  no  record  of  the  burials  in  this 
ground,  in  Aug-ust  1S93,  I  made  a  diagram  on  the 
scale  of  eig-ht  feet  to  the  inch,  locating-  the  graves  of 
ten  g-enerations,  each  grave  numbered  with  name  and 
date. 

By  observing-  the  gravestones  you  will  see  that  the 
art  of  cutting*  the  inscription  varies  as  g-enerations 
pass  on. 

I  hope  to  live  to  see  erected  on  this  spot  a  monu- 
ment that  will  do  credit  to  our  illustrious  ancestor, 
and  be  a  family  memorial. 



ADDRESS 

OF 

REV.  ANDREW  F.  UNDERHILL, 

Rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Delivered  May  30,  1894,  at  the  Second  Anniversary. 

On  this,  the  day  that  the  nation  has  set  apart  for 
the  honoring-  of  the  dead  who  in  the  dread  strug-gde 
of  the  civil  war  foug-ht  and  g-ave  their  blood  that  she 
might  live,  we  are  met  together  at  the  grave  of  the 
grim  old  soldier  of  colonial  days,  our  common  ances- 
tor, that  we  may  do  him  honor,  and  take  with  us  the 
inspiration  the  lesson  of  his  life  may  yield.  We  live 
to-day  amid  the  activities  of  a  great  nation,  such  as 
the  imag-ination  of  him  who  sleeps  beneath  this  stone 
had  never  dreamed  of  ;  and  from  our  various  walks  of 
life  we  come  to  lay  the  tribute  of  our  respect  upon 
this  mound,  and  to  glean  an  aug-ury  of  the  future 
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that  is  before  us.  The  contemplation  of  the  past  is  a 
thing-  that  has  ever  held  a  fascination  for  the  major- 
ity of  mankind.  We  love  to  trace  ag'airi  the  paths  we 
once  have  trod,  and  to  live  again  the  scenes  that  have 
vanished  with  the  gliding  years.  Having  this  feel- 
ing, then,  it  is  not  strange  that  we  should  wish  to 
know  the  sources  from  which  we  are  sprung,  and  to 
build  the  temples  of  our  ancestral  history.  It  must 
always  be  a  source  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to  any 
American  to  be  able  to  identify  in  any  measure  his 
family  history  with  that  of  the  nation  ;  and  not  less 
so  must  it  be  to  us  to  claim  relationship  with  one  of 
the  conspicuous  figures  of  the  formative  period  of  the 
nation's  life.  The  individuals  of  those  early  colonial 
days  were  not  of  the  polished  and  finished  material  of 
which  our  later*  statesmen  and  jurists  and  men  of 
letters  are  made  ;  but  they,  nevertheless,  possessed 
the  enduring  qualities,  the  courage,  and  the  practical 
common  sense  that  has  made  our  country  great. 
They  came  to  an  unknown  land  where  hostile  tribes 
assailed  ;  and  where  the  elements  and  every  circum- 
stance seemed  arrayed  against  them— and  they  pre- 
vailed. In  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  whose 
annals  are  so  glorious,  Captain  John  Underbill  first 
found  his  sphere  of  action  in  the  new  world.  A  man 
with  the  iron  courage  and  dauntless  qualities  of 
those  whose  trade  is  war,  and  with  the  weaknesses 
that  are  often  wont  to  mar  the  character  of  the 
soldier  when  weighed  by  the  moral  standards  of  the 
times  of  peace,  he,  nevertheless,  was  the  means  of 
conferring  large  benefits  upon  the  men  of  his 
own  generation,  and  of  making  secure  the  founda- 


tions  of  the  mighty  structure  that  was  to  be  builded 
after  his  mortal  part  had  long"  been  mingled  with  the 
dust.  His  success  in  the  Pequot  war,  and  his  steady 
and  honorable  manhood  in  the  place  where  he  settled 
after  his  departure  from  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
are  things  to  which  his  descendants  may  point  with 
honest  pride.  Whatever  may  have  been  his  sins,  let 
us  trust  that  his  later  life  retrieved  them  ;  and  that 
the  Lord  who  despises  not  the  true  penitent  has  for- 
given them. 

It  occurs  to  me,  as  I  stand  among  so  many  that 
own  the  name  that  has  been  given  us,  to  ask  myself 
and  others,  what  is  the  motive  that  brings  us  here, 
and  what  is  the  motive  that  causes  us  to  become 
members  of  this  society  that  has  been  framed  to 
investigate  and  to  preserve  the  history  of  the  family 
whose  name  we  bear.  If  it  is  the  idle  motive  merely 
to  be  able  to  trace  back  our  lineage  to  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  country  ;  and  thereby,  according  to  the 
trend  of  the  times,  to  make  a  boastful  plea  for  aristo- 
cratic descent  and  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  snobocracy, 
it  is  not  a  good  sign  for  our  family's  future.  But  if 
our  motive  is  that  of  a  sincere  desire  to  know  what 
we  have  been  in  order  that  we  may  gather  courage 
and  inspiration  for  the  work  and  the  future  that  lies 
before  us,  then  we  may  look  to  our  assembling  here 
to-day  with  a  feeling  of  honest  satisfaction.  If  we 
can  lliug  away  the  weaknesses  of  our  past  and  sieze 
hold  of  its  manhood  and  strength,  and  build  upon 
them,  then  indeed  there  is  an  honorable  place  for  us 
in  the  years  to  come.  True  family  honor  and  true 
family  distinction  lie  in  the  present.    They  are  not 


buried  in  magnificent  mausoleums,  in  storied  tombs, 
or  in  the  musty  records  of  a  past  however  glorious. 
To  exist  in  the  higher  sense  they  must  be  living-  facts 
in  the  lives  of  the  individuals  who  bear  the  family 
name.  To  live  upon  the  reputation  of  our  fathers, 
to  endeavor  to  cover  ourselves  with  the  mantle  of 
their  excellence,  while  making  no  effort  to  equal  or 
surpass  the  records  they  have  made,  is  the  part  of 
degenerate  sons.  Each  one  of  us  who  bears  the  name 
of  Underhill  has  a  mission  to  fulfill,  a  duty  to  per- 
form to  our  own  times  and  to  the  generations  that 
will  succeed  us.  Let  us  not  be  recreant  to  that  duty. 
Let  us  fix  for  ourselves  higii  standards  ;  let  us  ask 
God  to  bless  us  in  our  good  deeds,  and  to  strengthen 
us  where  we  are  weak,  so  that  our  children  and 
children's  children  who  come  to  our  graves,  as  we 
have  come  to-day  to  the  grave  of  the  old  colonial 
soldier,  may  feel  that  we  have  not  lived  in  vain  ;  and 
may  depart  from  the  places  where  we  are  laid  with 
new  resolves  to  be  devoted  to  the  ways  that  are  best 
and  truest. 

— >•  vx—  <  

COMMITTEE  ON  COAT-ARMOR. 

THIRD  REPORT. 

At  the  present  day  after  the  lapse  of  centuries,  the 
date  of  a  building  or  name  of  its  founder  or  ancient 
possessor  may  be  ascertained  through  the  accidental 
preservation  of  a  sculptured  Coat  of  Arms  or  a 
heraldic  Encaustic  Title.  These  marks  also  bespeak 
of  military  valor,  shining  virtues,  or  a  signal  public 
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service,  granted  by  a  Sovereign  Prince  as  a  reward, 
and  served  to  denote  the  alliance  of  the  bearer  to 
states,  cities  or  societies. 

We  find  the  significance  of  honor  and  service 
bestowed  upon  the  ''Great  Underbill  Family,"  as  they 
were  designated  in  England. 

Testimonies  of  "Heraldic  Armory"  has  established 
lawfulness  of  marriages  which  time  and  lapse  of 
years  has  rendered  doubtful,  proved  and  maintained 
affinity  and  consanguinity  vindicated  and  corrobor- 
ated the  title  of  lands  to  their  proprietors  and  fur- 
nished effectual  evidence  for  settling  claims,  and 
rights  of  doubtful  inheritance,  and  needless  to  say 
that  in  leaving  the  old  countries  of  Europe,  one  never 
forfeits  his  right  to  feel  a  pride  in  the  honor  and 
virtues  of  his  ancestry  and  of  consequence  in  his 
armorial  bearing. 

We  know  it  necessary  to  retain  as  much  of  facts  as 
possible,  as  the  perishable  nature  of  human  things 
makes  them  liable  to  be  partially  lost  or  become  in- 
volved in  great  obscurity. 

MRS.  M.  U.  COCKS, 

Chairman. 

New  York,  February  22,  1894. 
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FOURTH  REPORT. 


The  above  coat-armor  is  on  a  brass  tablet  in  the  Church  at 
Stratford-on-Avon.  Argent,  a  chev,  Sa,  between  Three  Trefoils, 
Slipped  Vert,  Crest,  on  a  mount  Vert,  a  hind  Lodged,  Or. 

Coat-Armop  of  the  Feaks  Family. 
Borne  by  Win.  Feaks,  of  Staffordshire  :  Sable,  a  Fess  dan- 
cettees,  Or,  in  Chief  three  Fleurs  de  lis,  Argent,  by  the  name  of 
Feak,  and  is  borne  by  William  Feak,  of  Stratford,  in  Stafford- 
shire, Gent.,  Son  and  Heir  of  fo/iti  Feak,  of  London,  Gent., 
deceased. 

Having-  gathered  a  brief  sketch  of  the  two  families, 
we  hope  to  interest  those  of  whom  they  were  the 
progenitors. 

We  find  arms  of  both  families  at  Stratford,  in  Staf- 
fordshire, England,  but  cannot  ascertain  any  family 
connection  until  1658,  when  Captain  John  Underbill 
married  Elizabeth  Feakes,  of  Matinecock. 

Capt.  John  Undcrhill  and  John  Feeks  removed  to 
Matinecock,  Town  of  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  bought  land  of  the  Indians  of  that  tribe,  and 
built  their  houses  adjacent  on  what  was  known  as  the 
old  orchard  ;  they  established  a  burying-ground  com- 
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mon  to  the  two  families  on  a  beautiful  knoll  over- 
looking- the  land. 

The  coat-armor  of  the  Feeks  family  in  England 
bore  a  black  shield  with  a  waving-  band  of  gold  across 
and  three  Fleur  de  lis  in  chief,  from  William  Feeks, 
of  Stratford,  Staffordshire,  Gent.,  son  and  heir  of 
John  Feeks  of  London  Gent. 

Mr.  Edward  Underbill,  grandfather  of  Capt.  John 
Underbill,  who  was  called  the  "Hot  Gospeller,"  bore 
Argent  a  chevron  sable  between  three  trefoils  vert, 
Gent. 

MRS.  M.  U.  COCKS, 

Chairman . 

-^..4-4— 

BURIAL-PLACE  COMMITTEE. 

THIRD  REPORT. 
To  tiik  Undkkhill  Society  of  America: 

Since  the  last  report  the  burying  ground  at  Ma- 
tinecock,  L.I.,  has  been  carefully  and  laboriously 
examined  by  the  Secretary.  He  has  located  217  graves 
therein  and  made  a  diagram  of  the  plot  whereon  each 
of  such  graves  is  located  on  a  proper  scale.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  reproduce  this  diagram  and  print  it  with 
the  customary  annual  reports.  This  we  believe,  is  the 
first  time  the  ground  has  been  examined  and  a  record 
made  of  the  burials  therein. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STEPHEN   B.  JABOBS, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  EDITORIAL  COMMITTEE. 


To  thk  Undekhiu,  Society  of  America: 

Your  committee  with  conscious  pride  are  able  to  re- 
port that  when  the  committee  came  into  being-,  the 
office  sought  the  men  and  not  the  men  the  office. 
Whether  the  men  or  the  office  got  the  best  of  it  we 
have  nothing"  to  say.  We  thought  if  the  office  could 
stand  it,  we  could.  It  was  also  with  a  sense  of  comfort 
that  we  learned  that  as  an  editorial  committee  we  had 
for  the  present  nothing  to  do  and  plenty  of  time  to  do 
it  in.  Our  position  was  one  of  masterly  inactivity. 
The  organ  of  the  Underbill  Society  in  which  the  chron- 
icles of  the  family  are  to  be  printed  had  not  been  es- 
tablished. Much  less  were  the  eyes  of  the  commttee 
greeted  by  the  sight  of  the  editor  whose  work  in  pub- 
lishing the  glories  and  virtues  of  the  family  we  could 
see  was  not  neglected.  We  skirmished  around  for 
something  to  do  within  the  lines  of  duty  of  an  edit- 
orial committee.  What  we  did  not  do  we  believe  we  did 
well.  But  until  a  magazine  shall  burst  upon  the  world 
over  which  we  can  install  an  editorwe  have  about  noth- 
ing-to  do.  We  could  only  stand  before  the  Underhills 
and  receive  their  admiration.  We  did  not  like  to  pose 
as  professional  beauties.  So  we  concluded  to  go  out- 
side the  lines  of  editorial  supervision  for  something 
to  do.  We  set  in  motion  a  scheme  which  we  believe  will 
materially  aid  the  Society  in  one  of  its  objects — the 
erection  of  the  contemplated  monument  three  years 
hence,  to  the  memory  of  our  common  ancestor,  Captain 
John  Underhill,  on  this  beautiful  spot  in  which  lie  his 
remains  in  an  unmarked  grave.  To  do  this, the  commit- 
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tee^and  we  expect  the  Underhill  Family  to  do  the  rest. 
It  is  a  question  of  money — probably  a  couple  of  thou- 
sand dollars,  if  not  more — if  we  are  to  put  up  a  mon- 
ument worthy  of  the  subject. 

At  a  recent  meeting-  of  the  Society  it  was  suggested 
that  Captain  Underhill  would  not  like  memories  of  him 
perpetuated  in  that  way.  But  it  isn't  any  of  his  fune- 
ral anyway.  He  did  as  he  pleased  in  life.  He  will 
not  protest  if  we  have  our  way  now. 

It  was  a  fortunate  accident  that  our  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  Captain  Underhill  had  once 
written  a  book  — I  don't  believe  that  one  in  a  hundred 
of  his  descendants  in  the  19th  century  know  anything- 
about  it — and  that  one  of  the  two  aged  stained  copies 
was  in  a  public  libary  in  this  city.  In  it  he  iias  written 
a  leaf  of  history.  tkT'was  he  himself  who  said  it,  and 
greatly  to  his  credit,  for  he  was  an  Englishman,"  and 
in  the  book  he  does  not  let  us  forget  it.  If  he  did  not 
celebrate  himself  in  telling  of  his  achievements  in 
slaughtering  Indians,  it  was  in  the  spirit  of  pious 
humility  which  we  do  not  rind  in  the  godless  days  in 
which  we  live,  in  which  everybody — except  the  Under- 
bills— are  self-seeking  and  trying  to  line  their  nests 
with  feathers  of  others.  To  make  a  long  story  short 
your  committee  believes  that  a  reprint  of  the  book  in 
the  style  of  the  original  will  result  in  its  sale  among 
thousands  of  the  descendants  of  Capt.  Underhill  and 
thus  give  the  Society  abundant  means  for  its  purposes. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Committee  that  all  members  of 
the  association  co-operate  in  endeavoring  to  secure 
subscriptions  to  the  book  when  printed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  F.  UNDERHILL, 

21  Chairman. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


(For  period  from  June  i6,  1893,  to  May  30,  1894.) 
RECEIPTS. 

For  Annual  Dues  ♦  $76  00 

One  copy  fac-simile  of  Capt.  John's  Book..  .   1  00 

Balance  on  hand  June  16th,  1893   3  74 

180  74 

EXPENDITURES. 

Janitor's  fee,  meeting  June  17,  1893  $  2  00 

Secretary's  expenses  for  postage,  stationery,  print- 
ing, etc   22  09 

Treasurer's  expenses  for  same   3  72 

Subscription  for  membership  and  one  year's  dues 
to  N.  Y.  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society 
for  D.  Harris  Underhill,  Secretary,  by  order  of 
Executive  Board   10  00 

$37  81 

Balance  on  hand  May  30th,  1894   $42  93 

W.  W.  UNDERHILL, 

Treasurer. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

400  South  Third  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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UNDERBILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA. 

(Organized  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ,  June  16,  18^2.) 


Motto:  "Live  and  Love,  Ever  Looking  Upwards." 

Hnnual  IReport  bg  its  Secretary. 

Brooklvn,  N.  V.,  June  20,  1896. 

TO  THE  MEMI'ERS  of  the  U.  S.  A.: 

Your  Secretary  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  Fourth 
Annual  Report: — 

Four  years  ago,  with  eighteen  members,  this  Society  was 
organized.  Today  it  numbers  on  its  roll  over  one  hundred, 
distributed  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
showing  that  an  interest  is  taken  in  bringing  the  different 
members  of  the  Underbill  Family  in  closer  relation  with 
each  other,  and  to  know  more  about  our  honored  ancestor, 
Captain  John  Underbill,  whose  birthday,  October  7,  1597, 
it  is  proposed  to  honor  on  October  7,  1897,  by  the  erection 
of  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  the  Underhill  burying- 
ground,  at  Matinecock,  L.  L,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  buried, 
and  ten  generations  of  his  descendants. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  at  length  on  the 
life  of  Captain  John  Underhill,  which  was  so  ably  treated 
in  the  address  delivered  by  Mr.  M.  D.  Raymond,  editor  of 
the  Tarrytown  Argus,  on.  February  22,  1896,  at  our  regular 
meeting,  held  in  Friends'  Seminary  parlor  in  New  York 
City. 

The  task  of  gathering  together  material  for  the  past 
twenty-three  years  is  about  finished.    Time  would  be  lost 


at  this  juncture  by  searching  after  new  material.  The  index- 
ing of  that  gathered  has  been  completed  after  two  years, 
being  assisted  by  interested  members  of  the  Society. 

My  system  of  indexing  the  material  by  reference  slips  for 
every  date,  name,  place,  etc.,  is  completed,  the  total  slips 
made  out  being  as  follows: 

Letter  A,  1682.  B,  1382.  C,  1975.  D,  1393.  E,  1180. 
F,  844.  G,  808.  H,  1345-  I,  414.  J,  2°39-  K,  175-  L, 
690.  M,  1400.  N,  779.  0,207.  P,  930.  Q,  69.  R,  633. 
S,  1638.  T,  746.  U,  262.  V,  183.  W,  1480.  X,  o.  Y, 
99.    X,  13.    Total  slips,  22,336. 

The  plan  of  work  now  laid  out  is  the  verifying  of  all  the 
facts  relating  to  each  individual  member  of  the  family,  from 
Captain  John  down  to  and  including  the  present  generation, 
after  which  the  manuscript  for  publication  will  be  written. 

ANNUAL  STATISTICS. 

Copies  of  First  Annual  Reports  mailed  up  to  June  15,  1S95.  .200  copies. 
From  June  15,  1895,  to  June  16,  1896   100  <k 

Total  mailed  300  11 

Ordered  printed  300  ,k 

Now  out  of  print. 
Copies  of  Second  Annual  Reports  mailed  June  15,  1895,  to 

June  16,  1896  231  copies. 

Ordered  printed  50° 

Balance  on  hand  269 

Subscriptions  received  to  Captain  John  Underhill's 

Book  (1638)  up  to  June  15,  1S95  50  subscriptions. 

June  15,  1895,  to  June  16,  1S96  46 

r> v^^&Im- '  •  r «*  •  •  •  ^  96. ', 4" ( t 

More  subscriptions  are  needed  before  the  Editorial  Com- 
mittee can  undertake  the  publication  of  this  valuable  work, 
which  all  Underbills  should  own. 
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COMMUNICATIONS  RECEIVED. 


June  23,  1879,  to  June  15,  1895,  730  communications. 
June  15,  1895,  to  June  16,  1896,  262 

Total  to  date,  992  communications. 

MAIL  MATTER  SENT  OUT. 

March  1,  1894,  to  June  15,  1895,  1260  pieces. 
June  15,  1895,  to  June  16,  1896,  1256 

Total  to  date,  2516  pieces. 

Subscriptions  to  the  Monument  Fund  may  be  mailed  to 
W.  Wilson  Underhill,  Chairman,  Office  of  Monument  Com- 
mittee, 46  Pine  Street,  New  York  ;  or,  to  Edward  C.  Under- 
hill, Treasurer,  70  Wall  Street,  New  York. 

Below  is  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  on  February 
22,  1896. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Underhill 
Society  of  America,  held  in  Brooklyn,  January  7,  1896, 
action  was  taken  resulting  in  the  following  resolution  which 
was  approved  by  the  Society  at  its  meeting  held  on  Saturday, 
February  22,  1896,  at  Friends'  Seminary,  East  16th  Street, 
Rutherfurd  Place,  New  York  City. 

"  Said  resolution  being  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  all  members  of  the  Underhill  Family 
who  have  reached  or  passed  the  age  of  80  years  or  who  shall 
subsequently  attain  that  age  are  honorary  members  of  the 
Underhill  Society  of  America,  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
honor  thus  conferred.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall 
notify  such  persons  of  the  resolution." 
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The  year  to  come  in  the  history  of  the  Society  must  be 
one  of  great  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Monument  Committee 
to  raise  money  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Captain  John  Underhill,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
a  year  from  now,  when  we  enter  the  sixth  year  of  the 
Society,  that  the  Committee  may  have  a  very  favorable 
report  to  make.  Let  each  and  every  member,  not  only  of 
the  Society,  but  of  the  Underhill  Family,  take  a  little 
responsibility  and  push  the  matter  of  monument. 

Our  Monument  Committee  needs  the  help  of  the  Family, 
and  also  of  the  patriotic  colonial  public. 

The  rest  of  my  report  will  be  found  embodied  in  the 
reports  of  the  different  Committees. 

The  final  verification  of  the  pedigree  of  the  Underhill 
Family  for  the  history  has  now  been  begun,  and  when  that 
is  completed  the  work  will  be  in  shape  to  write  the  manu- 
script for  publication. 

Let  us,  as  we  meet  today,  one  Family  descended  from 
the  famous  Timotheus  Underhill  (traditional),  of  the  year 
1248,  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have  had  such  ancestors 
as  Timotheus  Underhill,  A.  D.  1248;  William  Underhill, 
A.  D.  1423;  Bishop  John  Underhill,  A.  D.  1500;  Sir  John 
Edward  Underhill,  A.  D.  1555;  Captain  John  Underhill, 
A.  D.  1597,  who  landed  on  American  soil  May  18,  1630. 

A  diagram  of  the  Underhill  burying-ground,  at  Matine- 
cock,  will  be  found  under  the  report  of  the  Burial-place 
Committee  in  the  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

Permit  me  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Society  for  their 
interest  in  its  welfare,  and  to  the  Family  at  large  for  their 
information  and  records. 
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MINUTES 


Of  the  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Underbill  Society  of  America,  held  in 
the  parlor  of  the  Friends'  Seminary,  New  York  City,  February  22d, 
1896. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America 
was  held  in  the  parlor  of  the  Friends'  Seminary,  Rutherfurd 
Place  and  16th  Street,  New  York  City,  February  22,  1896, 
the  President,  W.  Wilson  Underhill,  in  the  chair. 

The  Recording  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  Third 
Anniversary  and  Reunion,  held  in  the  city  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y., 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1895,  which  were  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  his  report  He  had 
sent  1,955  communications  and  received  920. 

Total  membership,  108;  reports  mailed,  513;  monument 
subscription  increased  from  $135  to  $210.50;  amount  of 
unpaid  bills,  $64.97 ;  that  since  the  last  meeting  William  J. 
Underhill  had  died.  Report  approved  and  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  read.  It  showed  balance 
at  time  of  last  report,  $40.72;  adding  dues  received,  $68, 
miscellaneous,  $11,  and  deducting  $49-33,  expended  for 
printing,  left  balance  to  general  fund,  $26.29. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  then  read  communications 
from:  Mary  E.  Underhill  Rose,  Streator,  111.;  T.  Clarence 
R.  Dix,  Washington,  D.  C;  Helen  N.  Armstrong,  58  West 
10th  Street,  New  Y^ork  City;  Hannah  M.  Underhill  Couglan 
and  Mrs.  John  Underhill  Flett,  "The  Pines,"  Nelson, 
Miramichi,  New  Brunswick;  George  T.  Underhill,  Knoxville, 
Ind.;  J.  H.  Underhill,  Brooklyn;  Eleanor  Underhill,  Staten 
Island;  Abraham  S.  Underhill,  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.;  John 
Cornell,  1344  19th  Street,  Washington,  I).  C;  Sarah  V.  E. 
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Harvey,  143  John  Street,  Toronto,  Canada;  J.  H.  Under- 
bill, Flushing,  L.  I. 

Prof.  Van  Alstyne,  an  invited  guest,  then  favored  the 
meeting  with  a  piano  solo,  after  which  M.  D.  Raymond, 
Esq.,  editor  of  the  Tarrytown  Argi/s,  a  descendant  of  Lyon 
Gardner,  associated  with  Captain  John  Underhill  in  the 
Pequot  War,  read  an  interesting  and  valuable  paper  entitled 
"Captain  John  Underhill  and  His  Times." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  Mr.  Raymond  be  re- 
quested to  permit  a  copy  to  be  made  for  preservation  among 
the  archives  of  the  Society.  In  the  remarks  made  upon 
the  motion,  it  was  mentioned  that  not  only  were  the  histori- 
cal facts  presented  in  an  entertaining  manner,  but  that 
several  important  ones  concerning  our  ancestor  were  new 
to  those  who  had  read  much  about  him  and  supposed  they 
knew  it  all.    The  motion  was  carried. 

Edward  F.  Underhill,  Chairman  of  the  Editorial  Com- 
mittee, reported  for  the  Committee,  mentioning  the  impor- 
tance of  a  reproduction  of  Newes  from  America,"  by 
obtaining  a  facsimile;  also  the  fact  that  Justin  Winsor,  the 
librarian  of  Harvard  University,  in  his  work,  "  Indians  of 
New  England,"  refers  to  said  work  of  our  ancestor  as  one 
of  importance  or  prominence.  Mr.  Underhill  concluded 
by  stating  that  Captain  Mason,  the  other  commander  in  the 
Pequot  expedition,  wrote  an  account,  published  in  or  about 
17  (?),  and  that  Lyon  Gardner  assisted  him  therein. 

Fanny  Crosby  was  invited  by  the  Society  to  speak, 
and  in  her  remarks  she  referred  to  her  childhood  spent  in 
Westchester  County  among  the  "Friends"  of  whom  she  then 
formed  a  lasting  impression.  After  speaking  words  of 
encouragement  for  the  cause  of  the  monument,  she  gave  a 
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recitation  appropriate  to  the  day,  entitled  "  American 
Hearts  and  Homes,"  and  it  elicited  much  applause. 

The  Secretary  called  the  roll  of  members  of  the  Society 

Information  being  given  by  him  that  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Board  held  in  January,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  members  over  80  years 
of  age,  and  those  who  should  attain  that  age,  should  thereby 
become  honorary  members  of  the  Society.  It  was,  upon 
motion  of  Reuben  H.  Underbill,  duly  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Board  be  approved,  and 
that  the  members  now  80  years  of  age,  and  those  who 
should  reach  that  age,  be  deemed  honorary  members  of  the 
Society,  and  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  so  inform 
those  members  to  whom  this  resolution  is  now  applicable. 

W.  W.  Underbill,  for  the  Monument  Committee,  reported 
that  while  hitherto  the  way  had  not  opened,  by  reason  of 
the  prevailing  condition  of  business,  to  press  for  contribu- 
tions, it  was  the  intention  of  the  Committee  to  proceed 
shortly  to  make  an  energetic  canvass. 

Mr.  Raymond  presented  some  practical  suggestions 
derived  from  experience  in  the  raising  of  more  than  one  of 
such  funds. 

D.  Harris  Underbill  informed  as  to  the  concert  which 
was  planned  last  Autumn  and  the  reason  of  its  abandonment. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

SILAS  A.  UNDERHILL, 

Recordi)ig  Secreta?y. 


UPDYKE  UNDERHILL,  M.  D. 


A  brief  biographical  sketch  of  Updyke  Underhill,  M.  I)  ,  delivered 
before  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  at  its  meeting  held  on 
June  20,  1896,  in  the  Friends'  Seminary  Parlor,  East  16th  Street 
and  Rutherfurd  Place,  N.  V.  City,  by  D.  Harris  Underbill. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Updyke  Underhill,  M.  D., 
says  in  his  "  Algerine  Captive,"  "  I  derive  my  birth  from  one 
"  of  the  first  emigrants  to  New  England,  being  lineally  de- 
"  scended  from  Capt.  John  Underhill,  who  came  to  Massa- 
"  chusetts  in  1630." 

Updyke  was  born  July  16,  1762;  his  father  was  Abram 
born  1740,  son  of  Joel  born  1714,  son  of  David  born  1692, 
son  of  Richard  born  1660,  son  of  lienoni  born  1629,  who 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  (born  1597)  and 
Helena  Krueger. 

He  says,  "  I  well  recollect  when  a  boy  my  mother  strok- 
"  ing  my  flaxen  locks  and  saying  to  me  '  that  she  was  sure 
'*  Updyke  was  born  to  be  the  sport  of  fortune.'  " 

In  June,  1780,  his  father  began  to  think  about  sending 
him  to  college;  his  father,  Abram  Underhill,  was  a  plain, 
unlettered  man  of  strong  natural  abilities.  Updyke  labored 
on  his  father's  farm  till  the  taste  of  Greek  had  quite  eradi- 
cated a  love  for  labor.  He  gave  Greek  names  to  all  his 
farming  tools.  He  killed  a  fat  heifer  of  his  father's  (upon 
which  the  family  depended  for  their  winter  beef),  covered 
it  with  green  boughs  and  laid  it  in  the  shade  to  putrefy  in 
order  to  raise  a  swarm  of  bees  after  the  manner  of  Virgil. 
He  says,  "  The  process,  notwithstanding,  I  followed  in  the 
"  Georgics,  somehow  failed." 

After  teaching  school  in  the  neighboring  town  he  entered 
upon  his  medical  studies  with  a  physician. 
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June,  1785,  he  completed  his  studies  and  made  a  short 
tour  to  Boston  to  purchase  a  few  medical  books  and  drugs. 
On  his  return  from  Boston  he  inspected  the  College  Museum 
at  Cambridge.  He  says,  again,  "  In  Autumn  of  1785,  I 
"  returned  to  my  parents,  who  received  me  with  rapture. 
"  My  father  had  reared  for  me  a  piebald  mare.  Our  saddler 
"  equipped  me  with  horse  furniture,  not  forgetting  the  little 
"  saddle-bags  which  I  richly  replenished  with  drugs  pur- 
chased at  Boston.  With  a  few  books  and  my  surgeon's 
"  instruments  in  my  portmanteau,  and  a  few  dollars  in  my 
pocket,  I  set  out  with  a  light  heart  to  seek  practice,  fame 
<c  and  fortune  as  a  practitioner." 

He  recalls  an  interview  with  Benjamin  Franklin,  when  he 
carried  a  request  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  was  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  certain  papers  he  was 
to  deliver  further  southward.  He  found  Dr.  Franklin  sur- 
rounded, by  company,  most  of  whom  were  young  people. 
Dr.  Franklin  dispatched  a  person  for  papers  he  wanted, 
asked  him  politely  to  be  seated,  inquired  after  the  family  he 
sprang  from  and  told  him  a  pleasing  anecdote  of  his  brave 
ancestor,  Captain  John. 

In  describing  his  visit  to  Lakewood  he  says,  "  The  most 
"  singular  curiosity  I  saw  was  the  celebrated  Thomas 
"  Paine,  whom  I  met  at  the  lodging  of  the  son  of  the  late 
"patriotic  American  Governor."  "This  Paine,"  he  says, 
"  resembled  the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  was  dressed 
"  in  a  snuff-colored  coat,  olive  velvet  vest,  drab  breeches, 
"  coarse  hose,  his  shoe  buckles  size  of  half  a  dollar,  a  bob- 
"  tailed  wig  that  covered  a  head  which  worked  such  wicked 
"  woe  to  Courts  and  Kings." 

He  says  again,  in  his  " Algerine  Captive,"  "On  the  1 6th 
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"  of  July,  1788,  I  received  orders  from  my  Captain  to  join 
"  ship  in  the  downs." 

The  following  extracts  are  from  his  book,  entitled  "  The 
Algerine  Captive."    He  goes  on  to  state: 

Omitting  the  Lions  in  the  Tower  of  London,  the  Regalia 
in  the  jewel  office  and  the  other  insignia  of  British  Royalty, 
of  which  Englishmen  are  so  very  proud,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  mentioning  the  most  singular  curiosity  I  saw  in 
London;  it  was  the  celebrated  Thomas  Paine,  author  of 
"Common  Sense,"  "The  Rights  of  Man,'1  and  other  writ- 
ings whose  tendency  was  to  overturn  ancient  opinions  of 
government  and  religion.  1  met  this  interesting  personage 
at  the  lodging  of  the  son  of  the  late  patriotic  American 
Governor. 

******  * 

Thomas  Paine  resembled  the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. 

******* 
His  bodily  presence  was  both  mean  and  contemptible. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  accordingly  took  passage  in  a  post-chaise,  and  after  a 
rapid  journey  of  seventy-four  miles  arrived  the  same  after- 
noon at  Deal,  and  the  next  morning  entered  as  surgeon  on 
board  the  ship  Sympathy  of  300  tons  and  38  men,  Captain 
Sidney  Russell,  Commander,  bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
thence  to  Barbadoes  and  to  South  Carolina  with  a  cargo  of 
slaves. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  as  I  was  sleeping  in 
my  tent  with  the  affectionate  negro  at  my  feet,  I  was  sud- 
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denly  awakened  by  the  blowing  of  conch  shells  and  the 
sound  of  uncouth  voices.  I  arose  to  dress  myself  when  the 
tent  was  overset  and  I  received  a  blow  from  the  back  of  a 
saber  which  leveled  me  to  the  earth.  I  was  immediately 
seized  and  bound  by  several  men  of  sallow  and  fierce  de- 
meanor, in  strange  habits,  who  spoke  a  language  I  could  not 
comprehend.  With  the  negroes,  tents,  baggage  and  pro- 
visions I  was  carried  to  the  boat. 

*  *  *  *  *        .  *  * 

In  thirty-two  days  we  made  Cape  Charles,  and  I  prevailed 
upon  the  Captain  to  set  me  on  shore,  and  on  the  3d  day  of 
May,  1795,  I  landed  in  my  native  country,  after  an  absence 
of  seven  years  and  one  month,  about  six  years  of  which  I 
had  been  a  slave.  J  purchased  a  horse  and  hastened  home 
to  my  parents,  who  received  me  as  one  risen  from  the  dead. 

*  *  *-  *  *  *  •* 

I  had  suffered  hunger,  sickness,  fatigue,  insult,  strifes, 
wounds  and  every  other  cruel  injury,  and  was  now  under 
the  roof  of  the  kindest  and  tenderest  of  parents.  I  had 
been  degraded  to  a  slave  and  was  now  advanced  to  a  citizen 
of  the  freest  country  in  the  universe.  I  had  been  lost  to 
my  parents,  friends  and  country,  and  now  found  in  the  em- 
braces and  congratulations  of  the  former,  a  rich  compensa- 
tion for  all  past  miseries. 

******* 

I  now  mean  to  unite  myself  to  some  amiable  woman  ;  to 
pursue  my  practice  as  a  physician,  which  I  hope  will  be 
attended  with  more  success  than  when  assayed  with  inex- 
perience and  giddiness  of  youth  ;  to  contribute  cheerfully  to 
the  support  of  our  excellent  government  which  I  have 
learned  to  adore  in  schools  of  despotism,  and  thus  secure  to 
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myself  the  enviable  character  of  a  useful  physician,  a  good 
father  and  worthy  federal  citizen. 


The  book  I  find  a  very  interesting  one  ;  it  reads  like  a 
romance,  and  one  does  not  tire  of  his  style  of  writing  ;  you 
get  so  deeply  interested  that  you  do  not  want  to  stop  till  the 
book  is  finished.  I  regret  that  there  are  but  two  copies  of 
this  valuable  book  extant. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 
PLACE  OF  MEETING  COMMITTEE. 

PAMELA   UN  DERI II  LL,  Chairman. 

Seven  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been  held  as  follows  : 
Executive  Board  Meetings  were  held  at  the  residence  of 
Reuben  H.  Underbill,  19  So.  Elliott  Place,  Brooklyn,  on 
July  1,  1895;  at  Pamela  Underbill's,  143  So.  Oxford  Street, 
Brooklyn,  on  October  7,  1895  ;  a  special  meeting  at  Mrs. 
R.  Ogden  Doremus'  residence,  241  Madison  Avenue,  New 
York  City,  on  October  22,  1895  ;  at  R.  H.  Underhill's,  on 
January  6,  1896,  when  the  Committees  were  appointed  ;  at 
Pamela  Underbill's,  on  April  6,  1896;  the  regular  February 
business  meeting  was  held  on  February  22,  1896,  in  the 
parlor  of  Friends'  Seminar)-,  in  New  York  City,  and  the 
Third  Anniversary  and  Reunion  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  Saturday, 
June  15,  1895. 
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MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE. 


REUBEN  H.  UNDER II ILL,        -        -  Chairman. 

Membership  at  last  Annual  Report   7S  Members. 

Joined  the  past  year   31  " 

109  " 

Died   1 

Now  on  roll   108  " 

COMMITTEE  ON  COAT-ARMOR. 

MRS.  M.  U.  COCKS,  -  -  -  Ciimrman. 


'  The  design  for  this  coat-armor  will  appear  in  next  report. 


The  Arms  of  LInberhill, 

"Gules,  six  annulets,  Or,  3-2-1."  Wrought  on  masonry 
in  the  towers  of  a  church  in  Little  Bradley;  also  appear  in 
stained  glass  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  Nave. 

SIMON  UNDERBILL, 

Antiton,  sal  op. 
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Also,  one  of  "Or,  chev,  Sa,  between  three  trefoils,  empaled 
gules,  three  annulets  Or"  a  Suffolk  branch. 

Col.  MSS.,  Vol.  38,  appears  the  following  (152  Harvey): 
This  ancient  family  was  seated  at  Netherhall,  in  Little  Brad- 
ley, in  Brainbridge  Hundred,  until  a  sole  daughter  and  heir 
married  Edward  Underbill,  and  continued  there  flourishing 
until  Thomas  Underbill  left  two  daughters,  co-heirs,  Thom- 
assiene,  the  elder,  married  to  Stitville,  of  Delham,  and  Anne, 
the  younger,  to  Thomas  Knighton. 

B.  MSS. :  This  Thomas  Knighton,  of  Bay  ford,  Co.  Hects, 
»  married  Thomassiene,  of  Thomas  Underbill,  of  Harveys,  in 
Little  Bradley,  Co.  Suffolk. 

"  Gules,  six  annulets  Or,  3-2-1." 

MGN  U  ME  NT  COM  M I TT  E  E. 
Report  of  Monument  Committee  of  Underhill 
Society  of  America,  June  20,  1896. 

J  beg  to  report  on  behalf  of  the  Monument  Committee 
that  it  has  organized  and  is  taking  active  steps  in  the  prose- 
cution of  its  work. 

It  may  interest  the  Society  to  know  that  the  plan  of  oper- 
ation adopted  by  the  Committee,  after  careful  consideration, 
is  as  follows: — 

To  obtain  designs,  specifications  and  estimates  of  cost 
from  various  parties  qualified  to  furnish  same  ;  to  select 
definitely  a  design  which  may  seem  best  to  the  Committee, 
and  obtain  an  exact  and  reponsible  estimate  for  building 
the  monument  in  accordance  with  the  design  ;  then  prepare 
a  statement  of  what  has  been  done,  and  perhaps  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  proposed  monument,  in  connection  with  a  vigor- 
ous appeal  to  the  members  of  the  family  for  the  necessary 
amount  to  defray  the  proposed  expenditure. 
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It  has  been  thought  wiser  to  pursue  this  course  than  to 
first  ask  for  subscriptions  without  any  definite  idea  as  to  the 
amount  required  or  the  character  of  the  monument. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  it  will  be  neither  neces- 
sary nor  appropriate  to  erect  a  very  elaborate  or  expensive 
monument.  It  is,  however,  their  opinion  that  an  entirely 
satisfactory  one  may  be  obtained  at  an  expense  within  the 
limits  of  a  sum  which  the  numerous  members  of  the  family 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  contribute  without  consid- 
ering the  burden  oppressive. 

The  monument  can  no  doubt  be  completed  during  the 
year  1897  if  it  be  thought  desirable  to  do  so. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  W.  UNDERBILL, 

Chairman, 

BURIAL-PLACE  COMMITTEE. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1896. 

The  Burial-place  Committee  of  the  Underbill  Society  of 
America  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  : — 

In  November,  1895,  the  Friends'  Cemetery  in  Prospect 
Park,  Brooklyn,  was  visited  and  a  record  of  all  Underbill's 
buried  therein  obtained  from  the  keeper. 

On  Saturday,  May  9,  1896,  the  grave  of  Hannah  (Under- 
bill) Alsop  was  located  in  the  Alsop  plot  in  Calvary  Ceme- 
tery, which  was  visited  and  a  copy  of  the  tombstones  of  the 
Alsop  family  obtained. 

Hannah  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  John  Underbill  and 
married  Richard  Alsop  ;  she  was  born  1666  and  died  1757, 
in  her  90th  year.  She  was  an  ancestress  of  Charles  King, 
President  Columbia  College  and  John  A.  King,  Governor 
of  this  State. 
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A  diagram  of  the  Underbill  Burying-ground  has  been 
prepared  by  D.  Harris  Underbill,  who  made  in  1893  a  com- 
plete record  of  all  the  graves  therein  ;  a  miniature  of  this 
diagram  will  be  reproduced  in  the  next  Annual  Report. 

Other  burial  places  will  be  visited  by  the  Committee  from 
time  to  time  as  opportunity  affords. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STEPHEN  B.  JACOBS, 

Chairman. 

ALBUM  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 
COMMITTEE. 

June  20,  1896. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report:  — 

There  has  been  received  pictures  and  photographs  (both 
presented  and  loaned)  of  the  following  places  and  persons  : 

.  No.  r. — An  Underbill  Society  of  America  Group, taken  May 
30,  1894. 

No.  2. — Holiday  House,  at  Matinecock,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

No.  3. — Grave  of  Captain  John  Underhill. 

No.  4. — View  from  Underbill  Burying-ground. 

No.  5. — View  of  Killingworth,  L.  [.,  N.  Y. 

No.  6. — Corn  Creek  and  Bayville,  E.  [.,  N.  Y. 

No.  7. — Road  leading  to  Underhill  Burying-ground. 

No.  8. — Signature  of  Captain  John  Underhill. 

No.  9. — D.  Harris  Underhill,  Family  Historian. 

No.  10. — Geo.  W.  Underhill,  of  London,  England. 

No.  11. — \V.  Wilson  Underhill,  President  Underhill  Society 
of  America. 
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No.  12. — John  W.  Underbill,  M.D.,  Honorary  Secretary. 
No.  13. — Reuben   H.   Underbill,   Chairman  Membership 

Committee. 
No.  14. — Hon.  J.  J.  Moore,  Oshkosh,  Wis. 
No.  15. — Lucina  Strong  Underbill,  mother  of  Dr.  J.  W. 

Underbill. 
No.  16. — Nathan  Underbill. 

No.  17. — Episcopal  Church  at  East  Chester,  where  Lancaster 
Underbill  is  buried,  who  died  in  1845,  in  his 
99th  year,  and  where  a  number  of  other 
Underbills  are  buried. 

No.  18. — Return  Meigs  Underbill. 

No.  19. — Pbineas  S.  Underbill. 

No.  20.— William  T.  Underbill. 

No.  21. — Isaac  Underbill. 

No.  22. — Andrew  M.  Underhill,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

No.  23. — Francis  T.  Underbill,  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

No.  24. — Rev.  Andrew  F.  Underbill,  Rector  of  the  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

No.  25. — Coat-armor,  13th  century,  illuminated. 

No.  26. — Residence  of  Edward  Underbill,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

No.  27. —  Lancaster  Underhill,  of  East  Chester,  N.  Y.,  taken 
fronvan  oil  painting  on  the  walls  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  at  East  Chester,  and  presented 
by  Mrs.  N.  B.  Valentine,  of  Dunwoodie,  N.  Y. 

No.  28. — Edward  F.  Underhill,  )  Chairman  Editorial 

No.  29. — Edward  F.  Underbill,  I  Committee. 

No.  30. — Edward  Underhill,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

No.  31. — Daniel  K.  Underhill,  Great  Neck,  L.  I. 

No.  32.— Mrs.  D.  K.  Underhill,  Great  Neck,  L.  I. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  by  the  Committee  that  members  of 
the  family  will  take  an  interest  in  our  work  of  collecting 
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pictures,  by  sending  to  our  Corresponding  Secretary  such 
pictures  as  they  are  willing  to  present  or  loan  for  reproduc- 
tion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT   T.  UNDER  HILL, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ANTIQUITIES. 

October  4,  1S95. 

D.  Harris  Under  hill, 

Secretary  U.  S,  A. 

Having  been  officially  assured  that  particulars  regarding 
the  life  and  death  of  our  lamented  cousin  (who  occupied 
the  "  Underhill  homestead  "  in  Yorktown,  associated  with 
Major  Andre)  would  be  an  appropriate  contribution  to  the 
report  of  the  "Committee  on  Antiquities,"  I  have  pro- 
cured material  for  the  following  tribute  from  an  authentic 
source: — 

Charles  W.  Underhill  was  the  son  of  Richard  Mott 
Underhill  of  Yorktown,  and  had  occupied  the  "old  home- 
stead "  most  of  his  life.  The  house  is  more  than  200  years 
old,  and  he  was  of  the  fourth  generation  of  Underhills  who 
have  occupied  this  historic  house!  Good  Dame  Underhill, 
his  great-grandmother often  told  of  her  strange  visitor,  and 
how  she  waited  on  Andre  the  morning  of  his  capture. 

Mr.  Underhill  had  marked  political  honors  paid  him 
several  times  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  was  pronounced 
"an  honest,  conscientious  official."  Pie  was  a  thrifty,  in- 
dustrious farmer,  his  herd  of  cattle  and  stable  of  horses 
being  the  finest  in  the  community.  He  was  not  only  a 
bright  and  shining  light  in  the  world  about  him,  but  had 
heart  qualities  that  caused  him  to  be  known  as  the  sympa- 


thizing  friend,  who  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  those  in  distress. 

But  these  latter  qualities  were  most  fully  manifested  in 
the  inner  circle  of  home,  where  his  family  and  relatives  were 
his  especial  care.  He  lived  loving  and  beloved,  and  died, 
much  regretted. 

The  accident  that  was  to  take  him  away  from  earthly 
scenes,  brought  his  useful  life  to  a  close  at  the  early  age  of 
forty-nine. 

A  local  paper  of  that  date  describes  his  funeral,  February 
23d,  as  "  the  largest  ever  witnessed  in  the  town,  many  being 
"  unable  to  get  into  the  church.  The  burial  took  place  at 
"the  'Chappaqua  Cemetery,'  many  beautiful  wreaths  being 
"  left  on  his  last  resting  place." 

In  a  letter  received  from  a  brother  of  Charles  W.  Under- 
bill (J.  W.  U.  of  Yorktown  Heights)  he  says:  "Only  a  few 
days  before  brother  Charley  fell  on  the  ice,  he  was  talking 
to  me  about  joining  the  '  Under Jiill  Society'  "  (J.  W.  U.  asks 
for  information  as  to  how  he  can  become  a  member.) 

S.  V.  E.  HARVEY, 

Chiirman  Committee  on  Antiquities. 

REPORT  OF  NECROLOGIST. 

Since  the  organization  of  our  Society,  death  has  removed 
the  following  members: — 

John  Underbill  Van  Wicklyn,  died  July  4,  1894. 
George  E.  Underbill,  died  January  8,  1895. 
William  J.  Underbill,  died  November  26,  1895. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANDREW  K.  UNDERHILL. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  THIRD  ANNIVERSARY 

AND  REUNION 

Of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  held  in  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.,  June  15,  1895. 

Yonkers,  September  16,  1895. 

To  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Under  hilt  Society  of  America  : 
I  herewith  submit  my  report  of  expenses  of  the  Third 
Anniversary  and  Reunion  of  the  Society  held  at  Yonkers, 


June  15,  1895: — 

Rent  of  Hall  .$10  00 

Programmes   3  50 

Miss  Fannie  Crosby's  Expenses   5  00    $18  50 

Badges,  etc   $6  48 

Ice  Cream,  Cake,  Crockery,  etc   6  74 

Tarry  town  Argus,  copies.   1  00 

Yonkers  Statesman,  copies   1  00 

Help  at  Refreshments   1  25 

Committee  Expenses,  Postage,  etc   3  53      20  00 

Total  Expenses   $38  50 

Check  for  Monument  Fund   12  00 

Association's  Donation  toward  Expenses. .  .$18  50 
Contributions  from  Members  of  the  Under- 
hill Family  in  Yonkers   32  00    $50  50 


Respectfully  yours, 

EDWARD  UNDERHILL, 

Chairman  Entertainment  Committee \ 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS 


o  Entertainment  of  the  Underhill  Society  at  the  Third 
Anniversary  and  Reunion. 

Yonkers,  June  15,  1895. 


P.  U.  Fowler  $5  00 

J.  C.  Shotts   5  00 

C,  F.  Underhill   5  00 

Dr.  Theo.  I.  Underhill   3  00 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Cooper   1  00 

Edward  Underhill   5  00 

H.  M.  Underhill   1  00 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Ulmann   2  00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Chambers   1  00 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Jackson   2  00 

Mrs.  M.  N.  Smith   2  00    $32  00 


Mrs.  Robt.  Edgar  furnished  the  iced  tea,  etc. 
Respectfully  yours, 

EDWARD  UNDERHILL, 

Chairman  Entertainment  Committee. 


CONCERT  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE  UNDERBILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA. 

Pursuant  to  call,  the  Concert  Committee  met  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  241  Madison  Avenue,  N.  Y., 
Tuesday  evening,  October  22,  1895. 

Mrs.  Doremus  in  the  chair.  Mr.  1).  Harris  Underhill, 
Secretary,  informed  the  members  present  that  through  the 
influence  of  the  chairman,  a  rare  opportunity  had  been 
offered  ;  that  of  the  services  of  two  eminent  artists,  Madame 
Clementine  de  Vere  Sapio,  Soprano,  and  Madame  Camilla 
Urso,  Violiniste  ;  these  two  distinguished  ladies  having  just 
returned  from  a  very  successful  two  years'  professional  tour 
around  the  world. 

It  was  decided  to  accept  their  co-operation  and  give  a 
concert  in  Brooklyn,  in  the  Hall  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  on  Wednesday,  November  13,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fund  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Captain  John  Underhill.  Mr.  Edward  F.  Underhill  was 
made  Chairman  of  the  Editorial  Committee,  and  Mr.  D. 
Harris  Underhill,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Madame  Sapio  and  Madame  Urso  made  the  very  liberal 
proposition  that,  after  expenses  were  paid,  the  profits  should 
be  divided  between  themselves  and  the  Society. 

Mr.  Frederick  Luere,  the  husband  of  Madame  Urso, 
offered  his  services  as  Assistant  Manager,  and  Professor 
Romualdo  Sapio,  as  Accompanist.  The  hall  was  condi- 
tionally engaged,  fifteen  dollars  being  paid  by  the  Chairman 
to  secure  it.  Ten  dollars  was  advanced  by  Mr.  Robert  T. 
Underhill  and  two  dollars  and  a  half  by  Mr.  Edward  F. 
Underhill  to  begin  advertising.  The  tickets  were  ordered, 
and  some  other  preliminary  work  started.    At  this  juncture 

26 


a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Society  so  discouraged 
the  manager,  Mr.  Luere,  that  he  declined  to  go  on,  stating 
that  his  wife  could  not  run  the  risk  of  performing  to  empty 
benches,  and  thought  if  the  officers  of  the  Society  showed 
such  apathy  there  seemed  little  chance  of  success.  Adver- 
tising was  positively  necessary  he  said  and  there  was  no 
money  advanced  for  that  purpose.  After  waiting  several 
days  to  complete  the  printing,  the  time  seemed  too  short  to 
accomplish  all  that  would  be  needed  to  secure  a  successful 
Concert,  and  the  idea  was  abandoned,  very  much  to  the 
regret  of  the  Chairman  who  had  interested  the  distinguished 
Artists,  and  thought  they  would  bring  a  large  amount  to  the 
Monument  Fund.  The  Chairman  refunded  all  the  money 
paid  out  and  retired  from  the  project,  which  she  thinks 
could  have  been  successfully  carried  out  with  quick  and 
liberal  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTELLE  E.  DOREM  US, 
Mrs.  R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS. 

February  18,  1896. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


"UNDERIIILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA." 
(  Period  from  June  15,  1895,  to  and  including  June  15,  1896.) 


Balance  as  reported  June  15,  1895  ,  $40.72 

RECEIPTS  : 

For  Annual  Dues    $140.00 

"  Subscription  to  "  Newes  from  America".  . .  14.00 

"  Account  Monument  Fund   75-50 

"  Account  General  Fund   7.00 

  236.50 

$277.22 

EXPENDITURES: 

Rent  of  Hall,  June  15,  1895   $10.00 

Janitor   2.00 

Secretary's  Expenses   45-31 

Printing   72.20 

 129.51 

Balance  on  hand  June  15,  1896   $147.71 

VIZ: 

Dues  Account   $11.21 

"Newes  from  America"   29.00 

Monument  Fund   100.50 

General  Fund   7.00 

  $147-71 

New  York,  June  15,  1896. 


EDWARD  C.  UNDERHILL, 

Treasurer  Underhill  Society  of  America. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL, 

Corresponding  Sec  ret  a  ry, 

400  South  Third  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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Brooklyn,  New  York,  June  16,  1904 
To  the  Members  of  the  TT.  S.  A.: 

Your  Secretary  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows: 
During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Society  has  pro- 
gressed steadily.      Much  valuable  information  has  been 
gathered,  which  is  embodied  in  this  Report. 

REFERENCE  SLIPS 
Total  Reference  Slips  to  date  36,000.    Index  complete. 

HISTORIC  CALLS  MADE 

Record  begun  1S99.    Continued  from  Eleventh  Report,  page  31. 

No.  83,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Reed,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  (at  32  W.  21st  St.,  Man- 
hattan). 84,  Mis.  Mary  Welles  (  Allen)  Jensen,  277  York  St.,  Jersey 
City,  N  J.  85,  ditto.  86,  Mrs.  Theodore  Underbill.  Erie  St.,  Jersey 
Citv,  N.  J.  (Newburgh  Branch).  87,  Mrs  Mary  Welles  (Allen)  Jensen. 
88,  Mrs.  J.  Page  Mumford,  Montclair,  N.  J.  89,  Mrs.  C*  M.  Kerns 
( Norfolk,  Va.  ),  at  her  daughter's,  Miss  K.M.  Kerns,  1 18  Wil  lough  by 
Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  90,  Mrs.  Margaret  Mumford  (widow  of  John 
Page  Mumford,  son  of  J.  I.  Mumford,  grandson  of  Anthony  L.Under- 
hill),  89  Valley  Road.  Montclair,  N.  J.  91,  Mrs  C.  B.U.  A'lpers,  92, 
Mrs.  Walter  Lispenard  Suydam.  93,  Miss  Mary  A.  Underbill  (sister 
of  Edgar  Underbill). 
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CAVE   UNDER  HILL 
COMEDIAN 
IN    CHARACTER  OF 

OB  ADI  AH 
XVII.  CENTURY 


CAVE  UNDERHILL 


BY  D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL 

Read  before  the  Underbill  Society  of  Ameiica,  at  their  Regular  February 
Meeting,  February  7 ill ,  1903,  in  Friends'  Seminary  Parlor,  Manhattan, 
■  N.  Y.  C,  by  I).  Harris  Underhill,  Kamily  Historian.. 

From  time  to  time  since  the  organization  of  the  Under- 
hill Society  of  America,  I  hive  delivered  addresses  about 
several  members  of  the  Underbill  Family  who  were  promin- 
ent in  various  pursuits  in  life 

I  have  told  you  about  the  author,  Updvke  Underhill, 
who  wrote  the  "Algerine  Captive;"  of  Sampson  Underhill, 
whose  name  would  imply  a  strong  Underbill;  of  Anthony 
Lispenard  Underbill,  the  politician  and  churchman,  being 
an  Alderman  and  Episcopalian;  of  John  Underbill,  who 
reached  the  high  office  of  Bishop  of  Oxford.  Mr.  Raymond, 
you  will  remember,  gave  a  very  able  address  on  Captain 
John  Underbill.  George  W.  Cocks  also  gave  us  very  in- 
teresting addresses  on  John  Underbill  2nd,  the  home  loving 
Underhill,  as  he  remained  on  the  old  homestead. 

.  There  are  many  other  prominent  members  that  will  be 
written  up  at  future  meetings.  You  will  notice  that  we  have 
had  members  of  the  Family  who  have  stood  high  in  their 
profession  and  in  their  religious  life  and  their  business.  No 
member  of  the  Family  has  stood  higher  in  their  profession 
than  the  Actor  and  Comedian,  "Cave"  Underbill,  who  acted 
the  part  of  Grave-digger  in  the  play  of  Hamlet — a  very 
appropriate  name  was  that  of  "Cave." 


I  am  not  able  to  trace  his  ancestry  back  of  his  father, 
Nicolas  Underhill,  who  was  a  clothworker,  but  as  all  Under- 
bills are  descended  from  Timotheus  Underbill,  1248  A.  D  , 
it  is  safe  to  say  he  is  one  of  us. 

He  was  born  in  St.  Andrew's  Parish,  Holborn,  on 
March  17th,  1633  (St.  Patrick's  Day),  three  years  after 
Captain  John  Underhill  landed  in  America.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  Merchant  Taylor's  School  in  January  1644-45  (Reg- 
ister of  Merchant  Taylor's  School,  School  ed  Rev.  C.  J. 
Robinson,  1882). 

He  was  the  only  son  of  his  parents.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Robinson,  of  St.  James,  Clerkenwell,  November 
17th,  1664  (parish  register). 

He  became  a  member  of  the  company  which  was  col- 
lected by  Rhodes  (see  B-tterton,  Thomas),  and  was  after- 
wards sworn  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  to  serve  under  Sir 
William  D'  Avenant  [g.  v.],  the  Duke  o£  York,  at  the 
theatre  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 

In  1660,  Sir  William  Davenant  entered  into  articles  of 
agreement  with  Betterton,  Noakes,  Moseley,  Cave  Underhill 
and  others  in  order  to  form  a  theatrical  company. 

1663 — A  True  Bill  was  found  against  him,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Betterton  and  James  Noke  or  Nokes  [q.  v.]  for 
having  riotously  assaulted  Edward  Thomas,  and  he  was 
fined  3s.  4d.  (Middlesex  Co.  Rec.) 

In  the  following  year,  on  November  17,  he  married  as 
before  stated,  Elizabeth  Robinson,  widow  of  Thomas  Robin- 
son, a  vintner  in  Cheapside;  she  died  October,  1673,  at 
which  time  Cave  Underhill  seems  to  have  been  living  in 
Salisbury  Court  (Smyth  Obituary  Camden  Soc.  p.  100.) 
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On  June  15th,  1673,  Underbill  is  described* 'of  St.  Bi  ides 
gent",  and  appears  on  a  list  of  communicants  at  St.  Dun- 
stan's  in  the  West.    (Harleian  Mss.  No.  1472.) 

The  first  character  in  which  Underbill's  name  appears 
is  Sir  Morglay  Thwack  in  D'Avenant's  comedy ''The  Wits," 
previously  acted  at  the  court  by  the"king's  men"on  January 
28th,  1634,  and  revived,  with  alterations,  at  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields  on  15th  of  Aqgust,  1661.  In  Cowley's  "Cutter  of 
Coleman  Street"  he  was  the  same  season  the  original  Cutter 
or  Swaggerer,  and  he  also  played  the  first  Grave-digger  in 
"Hamlet",  a  part  he  retained  over  forty  years,  and  Gregory 
in  "Romeo  and  Juliet," 

So  successful  was  be  in  these  and  other  characters  that 
D'Avenant  publicly  styled  him  the"truest  comediau"at  the 
time  upon  the  stage.  ,. 

In  1662  he  played  before  Charles  II.  and  his  Queen,  at 
Whitehall,  the  pirt  of  Ignoramus  in  a  translation  of  Rug- 
gles's  Latin  comedy  of  that  name. 

1111663  he  was  the  clown  in  "Twelfth  Night";  was 
between  January  5  and  12  the  original  Diego  in  Tuke's 
"Adventures  of  Five  Hours;"  011  May  28,  the  first  Peralta 
in  the"Slighted  Maid, "by  Sir  R.  Stapleton;  and  subsequently 
the  first  Tetrick  in  the  "Stepmother"  of  the  same  writer. 

In  1664  he  "created"  the  pirts  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
in  Lord  Orrery's"Henry  V. "  Palmer  in  KtheregeV'Comieal 
Revenge,"  Cunopes  in  the  "Rivals"  (D'Avenant's  alteration 
of  "Two  Noble  Kinsmen,")  and  he  played  Gardiner  in 
"Henry  VIII." 

After  the  theitre  had  been  closed  for  eighteen  months 
through  the  plague  and  fire,  he  was  the  first  Moody  in 
Dryden's  "Sir  Martin  Marrall."    On  August  16,  1667,  sec- 
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ond  performance;  and  on  November  7,  Trinealo  in  the 
"Tempest,"  as  altered  by  Dryden  and  D'Avenant. 

On  March  26,  1668,  he  was  the  first  Jodelet  in  D' Aven- 
ant's  "Man's  the  Master,"  and  in  1669  the  first  Timothy  in 
Caryl's  "Sir  Solomon." 

On  the  opening  in  1671  of  the  new  theatre  in  Dorset 
Gardens,  Underbill  was  the  original  Sir  Simon  Softhead  in 
Ravenscroft's  4 'Citizen  turned  Gentleman"  ("Monsieur  de 
Poureeaugnac"),  and  Pedagog  in  Lord  Orrery's  "Mr. 
Anthony" 

The  year  1672  saw  Underbill  as  the  first  Justice  Clodpate 
in  Shad  well's  "Epsom  Wells,"  and  Tutor  in  Arrowsmith's 
"Reformation"and  in  1673  he  was  Fullam  in  Nevil  Payne's 
' '  Morning  Ramble.  " 

He  was  presumably,  in  1676,  the  first  Jacomo  in  Shnd- 
well's  "Libertine"  ("Don  Juan,")  and  was  certainly  the 
first  Sanco  in  Ravenscroft's  "Wrangling  # 
Jollyman  in  D'Urfey's  "Madame  Fickle." 

During  1677  he  was  arrested  and  confined  in  the  Poultry 
Cowpter  (apparently  for  debt)  at  the  suit  of  one  William 
Allen,  who  refused  to  releise  him,  although  Sir  Allen  Apsley 
treasurer  to  the  Duke  of  York,  demanded  his  release  in 
April  on  the  ground  that  he  was  one  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
menial  servants,  but  the  gaylors  hesitated  to  cnnply  with 
the  request  until  the  case  was  put  before  the  House  of  Lords. 
(Hist.  Mss.  Comm.  9  Rpt  app.  ii.  94.) 

The  same  year  (1677)  saw  him  as  the  original' Blunt  in 
Mrs.  Behn's  "Rover."  In  1678  he  was  the  fit st  Ajax  in 
Bankes's  "Destruction  of  Troy,"  Sir  Noble  Clumsey  in 
Otway's  "Friendship  in  Fashion,"  Pimpo  in  D'Urfey's 
"Squire   Oldsapp,"    Fabio   in    "Counterfeits"  (attributed 
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to  Leanard),  and  Phaeax  in  Shad  well's  "  Timon  of 
Athens."  " 

In  1679  he  was  Thersites  in  Dryden's  alteration  of 
"Troilus  and  Cressida"  and  Tickle  text  in  Mrs.  Behn's 
"Feigned  Courtezans  "  In  Otway's  "History  and  Fall  of 
Cains  Marius,"  taken  from  "Romeo  and  Juliet,"  he  was  in 
1680  the  first  Sulpitius  (Mercutio).  Mrs.  Barry  in  the 
epilogue  to  this,  speaks  to  those 

"Who  come  here  wrapt  in  cloaks, 

Only  for  love  of  Underbill  and  Nurse  Nokes  " 

In  the  same  year  Underbill's  name  stands  to  Amble,  a 
trifling  part  in  D'Urfey's  "Virtuous  Wife.''  Genest  thinks 
it  should  be  Brain  worm.  Under  hill  was  also  the  first  Cir- 
cumstanlio  in  Maidwell's  "Loving  Enemies."  In  the  sec- 
ond part  of  Airs  Behn's  "Rover,"  168  1,  ns  in  the  first  part, 
he  was  the  original  Blunt.  He  was  also  Gomez  in  the  first 
production  of  Dryden's  "Spanish  Friar."  In  D'Urfey's 
"Royalist"  in  16S2  he  was  Copyholds;  in  Mrs.  Behn's 
"liaise  Count"  Gazman,  and  in  Raveuscrofi's  "London 
Cuckolds''  Wiseacre. 

On  the  union  of  the  two  companies  Underbill  came  out 
on  December  4,1682,  at  the  Theatre  Royal  as  Curate  Kustace 
in  the  production  of  Dryden's  "Duke  of  Guise  " 

On  February  6,  1685,  while  "Sir  Courtly  Nice"  was 
being  rehearsed,  Underbill  had  to  inform  the  author,  Crowne, 
of  the  death  of  Charles  II,  by  whose  command  the  comedy 
bad  been  written.  When,  however,  the  play  was  produced 
shortly  afterwards  he  achieved  a  great  success  as  Hothead. 

At  the  theatre  Royal  he  remained  13  years,  playing  the 
following  parts,  all  original:  in  1684  Daredevil  in  Otway's 
"Atheist,"  Turbulent  in  the  "Factious  Citizen;"  in  1685 
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Hothead  in  "Sir  Courtly  Nice;"  in  1686  Don  Diego  in 
D'Urfey's  ''Banditti;"  in  1687  Dr.  Baliardi  in  Mrs.  Behn's 
"Emperor  of  the  Moon;"  in  1688,  Lolpoop  in  Shad- 
well's  "Squire  of  Alsatia,"  a  soldier  in  Mountfords  "Injured 
Lovers;"  in  1689,  Old  Ranter  in  Crowne's  "English 
Friar,"  and  Oldwit  in  Shadwell's  " Bury  Fair:"  in  1690, 
Bernardo  in  Shadwell's  "Amorous  Bigot,"  Mufti  in 
Drydeu's  4<  Don  Sebastian,"  Guzman  in  Mountford's  "Suc- 
cessful Strangers,"  and  Timerous  in  Mrs.  Behn's  posthum- 
ous "Widow  Ranter;"  in  1691,  Sassafras  in  Mountfort's 
"Greenwich  Parks,"  Sir  Rowland  Rakehell  in  D'Urfey's 
"Love  for  Money;"  in  1692,  Hiarbas  in  Crowne's" Regulus, " 
Captain  Dryrub  in  Southerne's  "Maid's  Last  Prayer;"  in 
1693  Setter  in  Congreve's  "Old  Bachelor,"  Stock  job  in 
D'Urfey's  "Richmond  Heiress,"  Sir  Maurice  Meanwell  in 
Wright's  "Female  Vertuosoes,"  Lopez  in  Drydeu's  "Love 
Triumphant ;"in  1694  Sancho  in  the  second  part  of  D'Urfey's 
"Don  Quixote"  (Doggett  was  Sancho  in  the  first  part). 
Sampson  in  Southerne's  "Fatal  Marriage,"  Sir  Barnaby 
Buffler  in  Ravenscroft's  "Canterbury  Guests."  He  also 
played  a  Plebeian  in  "Julius  Caesar;"  the  Cook  in  "Rollo, 
Duke  of  Normandy;"  and,  if  J.  P.  Collier  may  be  trusted, 
Smug  in  the  "Merry  Devil  of  Edmonton." 

At  the  theatre  in  the  Little  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  he 
was  in  1695  the  original  Sir  Sampson  Legend  in  Congreve's 
"Love  for  Love"  (a  part  in  which,  according  to  Cibber,  he 
was  unrivalled);  in  1696  Sir  Topewell  Clownish  in  Motteux's 
"Love's  a  Jest,"  Sir  Thomas  Testie  in  Doggett's  "Country 
Wake,"  Sir  Toby  Cusifle  in  Granville's  "She  Gallants," 
Aldermm  Whim  in  Dilke's"Lover's  Luck;"  in  1697  Bevis  in 
Dilke's"City  Lady,"  the  Doctor  in  Ravenscroft's" Anatomist 

10 


or  the  Sham  Doctor,"  Sir  Blunder  Bosse  in  D'Urfey's 
"Intrigues  at  Versailles,"  Fly  wife  in  Mrs.  Fix's  "Innocent 
Mistress,"  and  played  Caeafogo  in  a  revival  of  "Rule  a 
Wife  and  have  a  Wife." 

The  next  year  saw  him  as  the  original  Sir  Wealthy 
Plainder  in  Dilke's  "Pretenders;"  and  1700  Sir  Wilful 
Witwoud  in  Congreve's  ''Way  of  the  World." 

In  1702  followed  Mary  in  an  in  Betterton's  "Amorous 
Widow." 

On  February  8,  1704,  "Edipus"  and  "Rover"  were 
played  for  his  benefit,  and  he  played  at  court  Timothy  in  a 
revival  of  "Sir  Solomon."  You  will  notice  the  date  is  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1704,  just  199  years  ago  to-morrow. 

The  Virtuoso  was  played  for  his  benefit  on  March  31st, 
1704,  the  last  night  of  playing  that  season  at  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields. 

On  December  5,  1706,  he  played  at  the  Haymarket  Sir 
Jos) in  Jolley  in  a  revival  of  "She  Would  if  Sue  Could"  a 
part  In  which  the  following  month  he  was  replaced  by  Bul- 
lock; and  on  January  20,  1707,  he  repeated  Blunt  in  the 
"Rover." 

In  1706  Betterton  and  Underbill  were  the  only  sur- 
vivors of  the  Duke's  Servants  (Gait's  Lives  of  the  Players). 

In  1707  Colley  Cibber  refers  to  Underbill  as  being  at 
this  time  a  superannuated  pensioner. 

The  "Mourning  Bride"  was  given  for  his  benefit  on 
May  28. 

June  3,  1709,  a  performance  of  "Hamlet"  was  given  at 
Drury  Lane  ''for  the  benefit  of  Cave  Underbill,  the  old 
comedian,"  who  played  once  more  the  first  Grave-digger. 
This  character  he  repeated  on  February  23,  1710. 
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On  May  12th,  he  was,  for  his  benefit,  once  more 
Trinealo  in  Dryden's  "Tempest. "  This  was  his  last  per- 
formance at  Dairy  Lane. 

He  was  seen  once  on  August  26,  17 10,  at  Pinkethmans 
booth  at  Greenwich,  where  for  the  benefit  of  Pinkethrnan, 
the  part  in  "Rover"  of  Ned  Blunt  was  acted  "by  the 
famous  true  comedian,  Cave  Underbill,  to  oblige  Pinketh- 
man's  friends  "  This  was  Underbill's  last  appearance.  His 
death  is  said  to  hav  e  taken  place  "soqn  afttr." 

He  was  in  his  lafe  years  pensioner  of  the  theatre.  In 
his  advertisement  in  the  "Tattler"  he  stated  that  he  had  act- 
ed under  four  reigns,  was  not  now  able  to  perform  so  often 
as  heretofore,  and  had  had  losses  to  the  value  of  near  £2,^0. 
He  was  commonly  called  Trinealo  Underbill:  and  his  name 
was  sometimes  spelt  Undril. 

In  a  letter  appearing  under  date  of  May  30,  1709,  in 
Steele's  "Tattler"  (No.  22)  dating  from  Wilt's  coffee-house, 
speaks  to  his  friends  on  behalf  of  honest  Cave  Underbill, 
who  has  been  a  comic  for  three  generations;  Poor  Cave  is  so 
mortified  that  he  quibbles  and  tells  you  he  pretends  only  to 
act  a  part  fit  for  a  man  who  has  one  foot  in  the  grave,  viz  a 
grave-digger.  All  admirers  of  true  comedy,  it  is  hoped  will 
have  the  gratitude  to  be  present  on  the  last  day  of  his  acting, 
who  if  he  does  not  happen  to  please  them,  will  have  it  even 
then  to  say  that  it  is  his  first  offence. 

Steele  says  "my  father  admired  him  extremely  when  he 
was  a  boy.  There  is  certainly  nature  excellently  represent- 
ed in  his  manner  of  action,  iu  which  he  ever  avoided  that 
general  fault  in  players  of  doing  too  much." 

Gibber  speaks  of  Underbill  as  being,  at  the  time  he 
(Gibber)  joined  the  company  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  one  of 
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the  principal  actors,  who  "were  all  original  masters  in  their 
different  stile,  not  mere  auricular  imitators  of  one  another 
which  commonly  is  the  highest  merit  of  the  middle  rank, 
but  self- judges  of  nature,  from  whose  various  lights  they 
only  took  their  true  instruction" (Apology,  ed.  Lowe  i.  99). 

In  his  "Brief  Supplement"  Tony  Aston  disparages 
Underbill,  saying  that  he  knows  Underbill  was  much  cried 
up  in  his  time,  but  he  (Aston)  is  so  stupid  as  not  to  know 
why.  Underbill  was,  he  says,  "about  fifty  years  of  age  the 
latter  end  of  King  William's  reign,  about  six  foot  high, long 
and  broad  faced,  and  something  inclined  to  corpulence.  His 
face  was  like  the  Homo  Sylvestris  or  Champanza,  for  his 
nose  was  flattish  and  short,  and  his  upper  lip  very  long  and 
thick,  with  a  wide  mouth  and  short  chin,  a  churlish  voice 
and  awkward  action"  (ib.  ii.  308). 

Gibber  praises  Underhill  for  the  very  gifts  for  which  he 
is  censured  by  Aston  (i.  154).  Cibber  speaks  of  the  want 
of  proportion  in  his  features,  which,  "when  soberly  com- 
posed, w'th  an  unwandenng  eye  hanging  over  them,  threw 
him  into  the  most  lumpish,  moping  mortal  that  ever  made 
beholders  merry." 

Davies  say  that  he  was  a  jolly  and  droll  companion,  a 
tavern-haunter,  dividing  his  time  between  Bacchus  and 
Venus,  a  martyr  to  gout,  acting  till  he  was  past  eighty,  and 
adds  ( following  Tom  Brown)  that  he  possessed  an  admir- 
able vein  of  pleasantry,  and  told  stories  with  a  bewitching 
smile. 

In  Brown's  "Letters  from  the  Dead  to  the  Living"  is  a 
scurrilous  epistle  from  "Tony"  Lee  or  Leigh  to  Cave  Under- 
hill, and  the  reply.  On  this  correspondence  the  charge  of 
drunkenness  and  immorality  against  Underbill  seems  to  rest. 
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All  anonymous  comedy  "Win  Ht-r  and  Take  Her,  or 
Old  Fools  will  be  Meddling;"  4 to  1691,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  the  same  year,  was  dedicated  by  Underbill  to  Lord 
Danby.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  given  to  Underbill  by 
the  anonymous  author,  who  wrote  the  part  of  Dull  head  ex- 
pressly for  him.    This  document  contains  his  signature. 

A  mezzotint  portrait  by  Robert  B.ing,  engraved  by  John 
Faber,  Jr.,  of  Underbill  in  the  character  of  Obadiah  in  the 
"Committee,"  published  in  1712,  reproduced  in  Gibber's 
"Apology"does  not  bear  out  Aston's  unflattering  description 
of  him  as  an  anthropoid  ape.  The  original  of  this  is  in  the 
Mathews  collection  in  the  Garrick  Club.  (Bromley's  "Cat. 
of  Portraits"  1793)     [See  Frontispiece. J 

Books  Referred  to  and  Extracts  taken  from 
Merchant  Taylors'  Reg  i,  169.  Masson's  Milton  vi.  351.  Cip- 
her's Apology,  ed.  Lowe.  Genest's  Account  of  the  English  Sta^f. 
Biographia  Draniatica.  Davits'  Dramatic  Miscellanies.  T<  m  Brown's 
Works,  ed.  1707.  British  Essayists,  ed.  Chalmers.  Doran's  Annals 
of  the  English  Stage,  ed.  Lowe.  Betterton's  English  Stuge.  Dibdin's 
English  Stage.  Smith's  Catalogue.  Notes  and  Queries,  7th  Ser.  x. 
06,  276. 
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PLACE  OF  MEETING  COMMITTEE 

Brooklyn,  May  14th,  1904 
The  John  Underbill  2d  house  at  Matinnecock,  was  the  meeting 
place  of  the  Family  Re-union,  by  courtesy  of  Mr.  John  B  a  vies. 

The  Friends'  Seminary,  1 6th  Street,  New  York,  was  secured  for 
the  February  meeting,  as  was  the  Friends'  Meeting-house,  20th  St., 
New  York,  for  the  Twelfth  Anniversary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Griffith  Durst  Berthoi.f,  Chairman. 


COAT-ARMOR  COMMITTEE 

Rrooklyn,  May  14th,  1904 
The  Coat-\nnor  Committee  would  say,  the  next  Arms  to  appear 
in  the  Report  of  Secretary  for  1904  is  as  follows: 


•3gggggpg§        Shield— Arg.,  three  trefoils,  slipped  veit. 

Chkvron — Sable,  three  heads  Or.,  poignard. 
CREST — On  a  mount  vert,  a  hind  lodged  Or. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

.  Mrs.  ELIZABETH  W.  DorEMUS,  Chairman. 


PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE 

Brooklyn,  May  141I1,  1904 
The  Publication  Committee  desires  to  state,  the  Eighth  Annual 
Report  for   1900  was  printed  in   1903.    Additional  Reports  will  be 
published  as  soon  as  the  treasury  warrants  the  expense. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Irving  Underhiix,  Chairman, 
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MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 


Brooklyn,  May  14th,  1904 


Your  Committee  would  report: 

On  Roll  May  5th,  1903  168 

Joined  during  year   4 

  172 

Died  during  year  8 

Dropped  from  Roll   5 

  13 


Total  Membership   159 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Mrs.  Leonora  Young,  Chairman. 


MONUMENT  COMMITTEE 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  May  14th,  1904 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  report:  During  the  year  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  Committee,  a  vacancy  occurring  by  the  death 
of  Edgar  Underbill,  which  has  not  been  filled. 

Circulars  have  beeh  issued,  which  were  sent  out  in  the  edition  of 
the  Hull  Family  Genealogy,  published  by  Miss  Amy  Hull.  Personal 
application  and  correspondence  have  placed  the  Fund  in  its  present 


condition: 

In  bank  $2,388.11 

Donation  of  Mrs.  Lawrence   50.00 


Total  ,   $2,438.11 


Paid  Madame  Tonetti  for  Design  of  Tablets,  donated  by  Mrs. 
Lydia  G.Lawrence,  $r,ooo.oo.  The  Design  for  one  Tablet  is  perfected, 
but  not  yet  accepted.    The  second  one  is  in  process. 
This  is  submitted, 

John  Torboss  Underhill,  Chaiiman, 
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REPORT  OF  NECROLOGIST 


Brooklyn,  May  14th,  1904 

Your  Necrologist  would  report  that  during  the  past  year  the 
Society  has  lost  by  death  seven  members:  Wrn.  K.  Findley,  John  J. 
Weeks,  Franklin  Underbill,  Henry  Wood,  Edgar  Underbill,  Dr.  W. 
F.  Holcombe,  Ann  Elizabeth  Weeks.  Also,  our  President  suffered  a 
severe  loss  by  death  of  her  oldest  sister,  Mrs.  Horton. 

Miss  Josephine  Lowerre,  Necrologist. 

LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

Brooklyn,  May  14th,  1904 
Your  Librarian  would  report  during  the  past  year  she  has  been 
tjuite  active  in  pushing  the  work  of  the  Library,  it  now  being  estab- 
lished.   There  has  been  added  to  the  Library  the  following: 

By  Miss  Martha  Young,  78  magazines  and  3  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  W.  M.  Cartwtight,  170  pamphlets  and  religious  ntwspapers. 

By  Mrs.  O.  B.  Washburn,  9  copies  Christian  Herald  and  illustrated 
work  on  Art,  in  numbers,  and  several  books  not  heretofore  reported. 

Miss  Palm  has  presented  three  years  of  City  Record,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  S.  V.  R.  Ford,  Methodist  Year  Book,  1903,  1904. 

Col.  John  T.  Underbill,  Newspapers,  Clippings,  and  Photographs, 
and  "New  York  Illustrated." 

Rev.  A.  B.  Sanford,  Cartoons  and  Clippings  for  Clipping  Bureau. 

Stephen  G.  Underbill,  The  National  Magazine,  22  copies. 

Several  Photographs  have  been  presented  and  loaned,  and  a  Picture 
of  Bowling  Green  presented  by  W.  L  Suydam. 

The  New  York  Tribune,  New  York  Times,  The  Globe,  Saturday 
Mail  and  Express,  and  Saturday  Commercial  Advertiser,  are  on  file 
for  reference. 

IylST  OF  PICTURES. 
Added  since  last  report:  No.  431,  Clarina  Underbill  Wheeler,  wife 
of  Rev.  Eli  Wheeler  (photo.)  432,  Rev.  Eli  Wheeler  (photo) .  433, 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  Stratfordon-Avon  (clipping).  434,  Edward 
B.  Harper  (sketch).  435,  Chautauqua  Graduate  Group,  incl.  D.Harris 
Underbill  and  Wife  (photo).    436,  Edward  King  (clipping).  437, 
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Townsend  Scudder  (clipping).  438,  William  J.  Youngs  (clipping). 
439,  Mrs.  Grace  K.  Underbill,  first  wife  of  John  G.  Underbill  (clip- 
ping) .  440,  Mrs.  Knight  Underbill,  secoond  wife  of  John  G.  Under- 
bill (clipping).  441,  John  Griffin  Ui  derhill,  s<  n  of  William  Wilson 
Underbill  (clipping).  442,  W.  H.  Underbill,  Pitcher  Princeton  Base 
Bill  Club  (clipping).  443,  G.  A.  Bryant,  Pastor  of  Baptist  Church, 
Nantucket,  Mass.  (photo).  444,  Baptist  Church,  Nantucket,  Mass. 
(photo)  445,  Monument  to  Robert  Rati  iff,  North  Cemetery,  Nan- 
tucket, Mass  (photo).  446,  "Joyous  Nest,"  House  of  Mrs.  Tillie  Joy, 
Nantucket,  Mass  (photo).  447,  Col.  John  Tor-bass  Underbill  and 
Ratlin!  Monument,  North  Cemetery,  Nantucket  (photo).  448,  449, 
450,  Houses  owned  by  Mrs.  Zoe  Dana  Underbill,  Nantucket  Mass. 
(photos).  451,  A  Residence  at  Nantucket,  Mass. ,  known  as  "Pott's 
Corner"  (photo).  452,  Work  House  connected  with  "Peel's  Corner" 
Nantucket,  Mass.  (photo).  453,  Mrs.  Lydia  E.  Underbill  (photo). 
454,  Col.  John  Torboss  Underbill  (photo).  455,  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Thompson  and  Group  (photo).  456,  Catherine,  wife  of  Sir  Edward 
Underbill,  from  Yorkdale  Memorial,  at  Wickbam,  Hampshire,  Eng. 
(pen  and  ink  sketch).  457,  Edward  Beau  Underbill,  London,  Eng. 
( pen  and  ink  sketch).  458,  William  Uudeihill*  Wimbledon,  Eng. 
( pen  and  ink  sketch).  459,  Edward  Underbill,  Alderman,  London, 
Eng.,  temp.  James  II.  (pen  and  ink  sketch).  460,  Edward  Underbill, 
Hot  Gospeller,  from  an  etching  by  George  Cruicksbank  (pen  and  ink 
sketch).  46 r ,  William  Underbill,  Sr.,  born  1791.  died  i860,  Wimble- 
don, Eng.  (pen  and  ink  sketch ).  462,  The  Congo  River,  looking 
down  from  Underbill  Station  (halftone).  463,  The  Congo  River  below 
" Underhill "(half tone ) .  464,  Clarina  Barton.  Underbill,  bom  March  4, 
1 769,  died  June  9,  J 836,  wife  of  Anthony  L.  Uuderhill.  In  back  of 
miniature  is  lock  of  hair,  with  row  of  seed  pearls,  three  pearls  at  top 
monogram  C.B.U.  (miniature  reproduction  by  Bierstadt).  465,  Ca\e 
Underhill  (steel  plate  portait  from  an  original  print.)  466,  Eliza 
Underhill  Suydam,  wife  of  Ferdinand  Suydam,  reproduction  by  Bier- 
stadt (halftone).  467,  Ferdinand  Suydam,  reproduction  by  Bier- 
stadt (halftone).  468,  Charles  Underhill,  born  1794,  son  of  Anthony 
L.  Underbill  (photo)  469,  Lucinda  Cobb  Underbill,  wife  of  Aaron 
T.  Underhill  (kodak  photo). 

Lucinda  H.  Underhiu,  Librarian. 
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BURIAL  PLACE 


M ati nn h cock  Graveyard,  Locust  Vai.i.kv,  N.Y. 
This  graveyard  was  visited  June  1 2th,  1S9S,  and  the  following  in- 
scriptions were  copied  from  tombstones: 

Mary  D.  Underbill,  b.  3d  mo.  28th  d.,  1813;  d.  4th  mo.  2d  d.,  1S39 
Caleb  Frost,  Joshua  Kirk,  Florence  T.  Kirk,  Wife  of  Ben.  C. 
Samuel  Prior,  7th  d,  10th  mo.  1827;  aj^ed  34  yrs.  3  mos. 
Theodosia  Prior,  d.  7th  d,  2d  mo.  1835;  a^ed  75  yrs.  3  mos. 
James  Prior,  d.  4th  d.  91I1  mo.  1837;  aged  80  yrs.  5  mos. 
Clark  Cock,  Catherine  Peeks,  wife  of  Clark  Cock. 
Jacob  Frost,  d.  March  13th,  1837.  a^ed  84. 

Susan,  wife  of  Joshua  Cock;  Joshua  Cock;  Samuel  Cock,  Elizabeth 
wife  of  Samuel  Cock;  Fanny,  wife  of  Samuel  Cock;  Samuel  Cock; 
James  Cock;  Loretta,  wife  of  Edward.  Cock;  Betvj.  P.  Cock;  William 
T.  Cock;  Amelia  C<»x;  Richard  Cox;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Richard  Cox 
died  Sept.  22(1,  1888,  aged  87  yrs.  4  mos.  27  days. 

John  T.Valentine,  Elizabeth  N.  Valentine,  wife  of  John  T. ;  Thomas 
H.  Coles,  b.  6th  mo.  6th  day,  1851,  died  St li  mo.  9th  day,  1896. 

Mary  VVillits,  wife  of  Isaac  Col^s,  b.  2d  month,  iu  day,  1822,  died 
6th  month,  13  d.  1855. 

David  Cock,  Lydia,  wife  of  David  Cock:  Mary  Titus,  Silas  Titus, 
Richard  Willits,  James  Willits,  Charles  B  ,  son  of  Richard,  dec'd; 
Mary  K.  Underbill,  died  3d  mo.  15th,  1S76,  a^ed  12  yrs.  &  4  months; 
Richard  Underbill,  died  3d  mo.  3d,  1897,  a^ed  6r  years. 

Samuel  J.  Seaman,  Hannah  U.,  wife  of  Stephen  Titus,  born  9th 
month,  7th,  1793,  deceased  10th  month,  22,  1847,  aged  54  years,  I 
month  and  15  days;  Gideon  Frost,  died  1880,  aged  S2  years;  Mary  W. 
wife  of  Gideon  Frost,  deceased  12th  month, 1847,  a^ed  about  45  years; 
Thomas  Pearsall,  d.  8th  month,  21st,  1845,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age. 

Elizabeth  Pearsall,  Ann,  wife  of  Geo.  Hawxhurst;  Pliebe  Prior 
Willits,  died  12th,  4th  mo.  18S4,  aged  84  years;  Joseph  U.  Valentine, 
died  April  17th,  1862;  Mary  Weeks,  wife  of  Joseph  U  Valentine;  Re- 
becca Gracey  Townsend,  Mary  E.  P.  Townsend,  Thomas  Underbill, 
died  4th  mo.  20th,  1S72,  aged  82  years;  Sarah  W.  Underbill,  died  8th 
of  nth  mo.  1866,  aged  71  years;  Deborah  Hawxhurst,  Henry  Titus, 
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Phebe  Titus,  Mary  U.,  wife  of  Samuel  Post,  died  ioth  mo.  29th,  1875, 
a^eJ  73  yeirs;  Jane  Titus,  Sarah  Ann  Frost,  Willits  Underbill,  died 
8th  d.  9th  mo.  1870,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age;  Richard  Henry 
Underbill,  born  3d  mo.  26th  d.  1839,  died  7th  month  1870. 

Hyatt  Bukving  Ground. 

On  May  30th,  1900,  the  Hyatt  burying  ground,  near  Winfield,  L.I., 
on  the  Calamus  Road,  was  visited,  in  v\  hich  the  grave  of  Jonathan 
Underbill  was  found.  The  wife  of  Jonathan  Underbill  was  Hannah 
Hyatt,  who  lived  at  the  Hvatt  homestead,  still  standing  and  occupied 
by  a  German  gardener,  and  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  The  only 
grave  in  this  burying  ground  is  that  of  Anna  Hyatt.  The  following 
inscription  was  taken  from  a  tombstone  : 
In  memory  of 

Anna, 
wife  of  James  Hyatt 
who  died  Aug.  9,  181 1 
In  the  55  year  of  her  age 
(Illegible  Epitaph) 
Upon  inquiring  of  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Worth,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Jane  Hyatt,  daughter  of  James  H)  att,  who  lived  on  the  road 
from  Newtown  on  the  old  Calamus  Road,  we  learned  the  name  was 
derived  from  the  fact  that  calamus  was  growing  nearby  in  a  swamp. 

James  Hyatt  died  at  the  homestead,  1883  (?),  aged  92  years,  and  is 
buried  in  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery,  L.  I.  Mrs.  Worth  said  the  body  of 
Jonathan  Underbill  had  been  removed  in  1899  to  the  Presbyterian 
Churchyard  in  the  village  of  Newtown. 

St.  John's  Cemetery,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

A  visit  to  St.  John's  Cemetery,  on  Sawmill  River  Road,  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.,  was  made  July  27th,  1901.  The  first  plot  visited  was  that  of 
E. Torboss,  and  the  following  names  were  taken  from  the  tombstones: 
John  Vermilye,  Luke  Torboss,  Ann  Vermilye,  Eflie  D.  Clark,  widow 
of  John  Vermilye. 

This  lot  contains  the  graves  of  the  following,  who  have  no  head- 
stones: John  Vermilye  Torboss,  James  Madison  Torboss,  William 
Henry  Torboss,  Luke  Torboss,  son  of  Luke  Torboss  and  Ellen  Ver- 
milye; Ellen  Vermilye,  wife  of  Luke  Torboss;  Lancaster  Underbill, 
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Effie  Maria  Underbill,  daughter  of  Luke  Torboss  &  Ellen  Vermilye, 
wife  of  Lancaster  Underbill. 

The  Fowler  plot  adjoining  was  owned  by  Benjamin  Fowler,  of 
Youkers,  and  contains  the  following  graves,  wiih  these  inscriptions: 

Benjamin  Fowler,  Jane  Vermilye,  Caleb  Fowler.  In  memory  of 
Isaac  V.  Fowler,  born  Dec.  14,  1801,  who  died  Jan.  17,  j 875,  aged  73 
yrs.  1  mo.  &  13  days.  In  memory  of  Magdalen  Underhill,  wife  of 
Isaac  Fowler,  born  May  28,  1802,  who  died  May,  1S92,  aged  89  yrs.  11 
mos.  &  17  days. 

The  following  inscriptions  were  taken  from  the  oldest  stones  in  the 
cemetery : 


Here  Lyes  The 
Body  of  Daniel 
William  Thate 
Dyed  10  Day  of 
March  1760 
Aged  50  years. 

In 

Memory  of 
Johanna  A. 
wife  of  Isaac  Odell 
who  departed  this  life 
the  5th  of  April  1800 
Aged  42  years  and  27  day. 

(Epitaph) 
Exalt  my  soul  in  joys  that  flow 
From  God's  Almighty  hand. 
While  here  my  mouldring  body  lies 
To  rise  at  his  command. 


In 

Memory  of  James 
son  of  James  and  Ella 
da  Teller  who  Dc  c. 
this  Life  August  ye  nth 
1783  ye  4th  year  of  His  Age. 
In 

Memory  of 
Abraham  D.  son  et 
James  and  Ellada  Teller 
who  Died  Dec.  6th  1784 
Aged  1  year  11  months 

&  16  days 

Here  Lyes  the 
Body  of  James 
Williams  Died  31 

Aug  1776 

The  grave  of  Rufus  S.  King  is  in  this  cemetery,  having  the  inscrip- 
tion 1850. 

Greenville  Reformed  Dutch  Church  Gravkyakd 
On  the  10th  of  August,  [901,  a  visit  to  the  grave}  ard  surrounding 
the  Greenville  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  the  town  of  Greenburgh, 
Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  was  made,  and  the  following  inscrip- 
tions were  copied  from  gravestones  and  monuments  therein: 

James  Lawrence,  b.  Nov.  9,  1798,  died   Mar.  28,  1884;  Elizabeth 


21 


Lawrence,  died  April  29,  1861,  aged  67  yrs.  10  mo.  8  days  (Epitaph); 
Daniel  Lawrence,  died  Jan.  14,  1846,  aged  84  years;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Daniel  Lawrence,  d.  March  29,  1841,  aged  81  yis.  6  mo.  25  days 
(Epitaph);  (Monument)  Richard  Dusenbury,  died  May  9,  1879,  aged 
81  years,  1  mo.  23  days;  Emeline,  wife  of  Richard  Dusenbury,  d. 
Dec.  r,  1886,  aged  78  ys.  6  m.  18  d. 

Lucinda  Lawrence,  wife  of  G.  A.  Buck,  died  July  15,  1896;  Norman 
F.  Lawrence,  b.  1865,  d.  June  4,  1888;  Sarah  L.,  wife  of  John  H. 
Lawrence,  b.  1842,  d.  Nov.  15,  1896. 

(Monument)  Gershom  Leviness,  d.  June  9,  1882,  aged  88  yrs.  3 
mo.  1  day;  Phebe>  Tompkins,  wife  of  Gershom  Leviness,  died  Sept. 
16,  1882,  aged  88  yrs.  10  m.  9d  ;  John  W.  Leviness,  b.  Mar.  14,  1832, 
d.  May  12,  1899;  Johannah  Taylor,  wife  of  John  W.  Leviness,  b.Nov. 
3d,  1832,  d.  May  23,  1900. 

(Monument)  John  J.  Leviness,  d.  Oct.  24,  1881,  aged  63  y.  3m.  9d. 

Isaac  Seeley,  died  May  21,  1S83,  aged  56  yrs.  3m.  2S  d. 

Jeremiah  Leviness,  b.  July  10,  1792,  d.  Oct.  16,  1877;  Martha  Taylor, 
b.  Mch.  3d,  1799,  d.  Aug.  24,  1826. 

A.  S.  Leviness  plot. 

Emily  A.  Seeley,  wife  of  C.  Oakley  Vermilyea,  b.»Sept.  I,  1856,  d. 
1899;  C  Oakley  Vermilye,  b.  Jan.  13,  1857,  d.  Feb.  1890. 

(  Monument)  James  Tompkins,  died  Nov.  1874,  aged  82  yrs.  10  mo. 
Monument  to  Abraham  F.  Vermilye.        Monument  to  Setz. 
"  Lefurgy  "  Seeley 

"  Houseworth  "  J.  G.  Williams 

Monument  with  Underhill  on,  and  stone  in  plot  with  the  following ; 
On  top,  E.E.U. ;  on  front,  Emeline  E.,  wife  of  Stephen  L.  Underhill, 
born  Feb.  9,  1835,  died  Nov.  13,  1  388. 

Monument  with  name  Underhill,  grave  in  front  left  side  with  foot- 
stone:  Mother  Sarah  A.  Whitfield,  wife  of  M.H.  Underhill,  died  Mar, 
9th,  1891 ;  on  right  side:  "Father"  Monmouth  Hart  Underhill,  dud 
July  20th,  1888;  and  in  rear  three  graves:  Mattie  Eaton,  1863-1897; 
Tucker,  Tucker  Beverly,  1876-1896:  Oscar  W.  Underbill,  d.  Feb.  10, 
1^69,  in  the  37th  year  of  his  age. 

In  M.  H.  Leviness  plot  is  a  monument  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tions: Jonathan  Leviness  died  Aug.  7,  1886,  aged  86  yrs.  io  mos.  26d ; 
Charlotte  Underhill.  wife  of  Jonathan  Leviness,  died  March  32,  1881, 
aged  75  years;  M.  Hart  Leviness,  b.  March  19,  1879,  aged  44.years. 
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(Epitaph) 

Hark  !  she  bids  us  all  adieu. 
Some  angels  called  lier  to  the  spheres, 
Our  eyes  the  radiatit  saint  pursue 
Through  liquid  telescopes  of  tears. 

Farewell,  dear  child,  a  short  farewell 
Till  we  shall  meet  again  above, 
In  the  sweet  groves  where  pleasures  dwell 
And  trees  of  life  bear  fruits  above 


( Monument)  Julia  A .  Underbill,  wife  of  James  Shard,  boi  n  Jan'.  C9, 
1815,  died  April  6,  1866. 

White  marble  monument  contains  this  imcription  (it  is  situated  in 
Nathaniel  Underbill  plot): 
In 

Memory  of 
Elizabeth 
daughter  of 

Alexander  .and  Hannah  M 
Underbill 

who  died 
Feby.  9th  1837 
Aged  4  years  9  mos 
and  26  days, 

White  marble  tombstone  in  plot  of  Nathaniel  Underbill 
In 

Memorv  of 
Alexander  Underbill 
born  May  15,  1806  died  Jany  9,  1841 

(Epitaph) 
Thou  child  of  sorrow,  rudely  borne  » 
By  tempests  o'er  life's  troubled  wave, 
Thine  hour  of  doom  no  longer  mourn,. 
There's  quietness  for  thee  in  the  grave, 
There's  bliss  beyond,  for  he  shall  turn 
Thy  grief  to  everlasting  joy. 
Before  thee  shall  his  brightness  burn, 
A nd  songs  of  praise  thy  tongue  employ. 

In  same  plot : 
In 

Memory  of 
Nathan  Underhill 
born  Dec  25,  1816 
died  Sep  22,  1841 

Stephen  Underhill  died  Oetober  19,  1847,  aged  46  years  and  :o  mos. 
Snatched  by  death's  resistless  hand, 


Epitaph 

Dear  son  thy  sweet  (notes  are  alt  over)(?) 
Since  silent  you  sleep  in  the  clay, 
Your  cheecks  bloom  with  roses  no  more, 
Since  death  called  thy  spirit  away. 


Today  we're  here,  to-morrow  gone, 
Thus  fled  the  dust  that  slumbers  here, 
The  subject  of  a  widow's  moan. 


Enoch  Underhill  died  January  29,  1861,  aged  about  68  years. 
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Churchyard  of  Aseury  sA.  E.  Church,  at  Tuckahoe  N.  Y. 

On  July  4tb,  1896,  the  Churchyard  of  the  Asbury  Centenary  M.  E. 
Church,  1816  was  visited,  and  the  following  inscriptions  from  tomb- 
stones were  copied.  The  location  of  this  Church  is  about  one  mile 
west  of  the  Harlem  R.  R.  station  at  Tuckahoe,  at  the  crossroads  lead* 
ing  to  Yonkers,  Scarsdale  and  Tuckahoe.  The  Church  is  built  of 
white  marble,  taken  from  the  quarries  near  by. 

In  memory  of  John  O.  Underbill:  son  of  Bishop  and  Mary  Under- 
bill, who  died  August  1,  1854,  aged  46  yrs.  4  mo.  256. 

In  Memory 

Patience  Underhill,  who  died  Oct.  29,  1S70,  aged  84  yr.  11  mo. 
26  d.  Epitaph 

Unveil  Thy  Rossom  Faithful  Tomb, 
Take  This  New  Treasure  To  Thy  Trust, 
And  Give  These  Sacred  Relics  Room 
To  Seek  A  Slumber  In  The  Dust. 

In  Memory 

Nathaniel  Underhill,  who  died  May  18,  1853,  Aged  63>rs.  I  mo. 
&  27  days.  Epitaph 

This  languishing  head  is  at  Rest, 
Its  thinking  and  aching  are  o'er. 
This  quiet  and  immovable  breast 
Is  heaved  by  affliction  no  more. 

James  M.  Underhill,  died  Dec.  2,  1842,  Aged  34  yrs.* 

Epitaph 
In  peace  from  trouble  now  at  rest, 
Thy  soul  within  the  Father's  presence  blest, 
Now  mingles  with  the  Angelic  throng  above 
Amid  the  bi  ight  beautiesof  eternal  love. 

Nicholas,  son  of  Bishop  and  Mary  Underhill,  who  died  Feby.  7, 
1832,  Aged  19  yrs.  10  mos.  3  days. 

Ann,  widow  of  John  Bonnett  and  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Hannah 
Underbill,  died  Jany  17,  1859,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  her  age. 

Epitaph — "In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions" 

Bishop,  son  of  Isaac  H.  and  Mary  Underhill,  Died  Feby  17,  1828 
Aged  4  mos.  23d. 

Frances  Augusta,  Daughter  of  Daniel  K.  and  Frances  Underbill, 

who  died  Aug.  3,  1845,  aged  5  mos. 

F)pitaph 

O,  dear  Saviour,  to  thee  I  trust, 
This  precious  part  of  mortal  dust, 
O,  keep  it  safe  in  sacred  tomb 
Till  a  mother  asks  for  room. 
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Memory  of 

Eliza  H.,  wife  of  Capt  Gilbert  Underbill  and  daughter  of  the 
late  David  Hunt,  who  departed  this  life  Feby  25,  1848,  Aged  65  yrs. 
and  4  mos.  Epitaph 

Dearest  mother  thou  hast  left  us. 
Here  thy  loss  we  deeply  feel, 
But  'tis  God  that  has  bereft  us, 
He  can  all  our  sorrows  heal. 
Her  closing  scene  like 
Zyephyr's  breath, 
On  summer's  evening's 

Fragrance  sweet, 
One  scarce  would  thought 
T'was  chilly  death, 
But  gentle  sleep. 

Sarah  E.  Underbill,  wife  of  Charles  W.  St.  John,  born  Oct.  loth, 
1824,  died  Dec.  19th,  1885 

Epitaph— Asleep  in  Jesus. 

In  Memory  of 

Hannah,  wife  of  Nicholas  Underbill,  who  died  Aug.  2,  1823,  aged 
59  y.  8  uj.  4d.  Epitaph 

She  suffered  in  her  three  score  years 
Till  her  deliverer  come 

And  wiped  away  his  servant's  tears  t 
And  took  his  exile  home. 

In  Memory  of 

Nicholas  Underbill,  who  departed  this  life  Aug.  7,  1837,  Aged  79 
yrs.  I  m.  Epitaph 

This  languishing  head  is  at  rest. 

It's  thinking  and  aching  are  o'er, 
This  quiet  and  immovable  breast 

Is  heaved  by  affliction  no  more. 
This  heart  is  110  longer  the  seat 

Of  trouble  and  torturing  pain, 
It  ceased  to  flutter  and  beat 

It  never  shall  flutter  agaiu. 

In  Memory  of 

Edoshe,  wife  of  Will.  Underhill,  who  died  May  12,  1842,  aged  9a 
yrs.  9.  mos.  18  days.  Epitaph 

Alhthy  cares  and  toils  are  over, 
Aged  pilgrim  take  thy  rest, 
God  iti  mercy  has  recalled  thee 
To  thy  place  among  the  blest, 
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Iu  Memory  of 

William  Underhill,  born  Nov. 26,  1751,  died  24th  Sept.  1817,  aged 
65  yrs.  10  months  and  2  days.  Epitaph 

"I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  saitli  the  Lord; 
he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  lie  were  dead,  yei 
shall  he  live;  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in 
me  shall  never  die/' 
In  Memory  of  Col.  Peter  Underhill,  who  died  Dec.  i6lh,  1855,  aged 
91  yrs.  7  mo.  12  days. 

Epitaph — In  life  respected  in  death  lamented. 
To  the  Memory  of  Ann  Schureman,  who  died  March  28th,  1850,  aged 
85  yrs.  1  month  and  5  days. 

Kpitaph 
HailJ  thou  long  expected  Jesus, 

Born  to  set  thy  people  free, 
From  our  sins  and  fears  release  us 
Let  us  find  our  rest  in  thee. 
In  Memory  of  William  Underhill,  who  died  Oct.    10,   1844,  aged 

55  yr.  5  mos.  and  18  days. 
In  Memory  of  Mary,  wife  of  William  Underhill,  who  departed  ibis 
life  May  1st,  1835,  aged  45  years  2  mo.  and  26  days. 

Epitaph  t 
She's  gone;  her  father 

took  her  home 
To  dwell  with 

Him  above. 
Where  saints  and  angels 

around  His  throne 
do  sing  redeeming  Love. 

Father 

Nicholas  Underhill,  Born  Oct  S,  1793,  died  • 
Sept.  30,  1881. 

Phillip  H.,  son  of  Capt.  Gilbert  and  Eliza  Underhill,  died  April 

18th,  1857,  aged  53  yrs.  5  mos.  and  3  days. 
In  Memory  of  Edwin  Eugene,  sou  of  Gilbert  and  Eliza  Underhill, 

who  died  June  20,  1842,  JE,  2  yrs  3  mo. 
In  Memory  of  John  Bennett,  son  of  Gilbert  and  Eliza  Underhill, 

who  died  Oct  16.  1842,       6  yrs.  2  mos.  3  days. 
Iu  Memory  of  Bishop  L.  son  of  Gilbert  and  Eliza  Underbill,  who 

departed  this  life  Aug  16,  1832,  Aged  13  years  and  6  days. 
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Epitaph 
I,ord,  he  is  thine 
And  not  my  own, 
Thou  hast  not  done  me  wrong 
Thank  thee  for  the  precious  loan 
Afforded  me  so  long. 

In  Memory  of  Capt.  Gilbert  Underhill,  who  died   Feb'y   17,  1825. 
Ai  42  yrs.  3  m.  15  d.  Epitaph 

A  husband  dear,  a  father  kind, 

Hath  left  this  world  behind 

(balance  of  epitaph  illegible) 
In  Memor)' of  Rebecca  Ann,   wife  of  Nicholas  Undeibill,  who 
departed  this  life  August  22,  1850,  aged  74  years  and  3  days. 
Epitaph 
Dearest  mother  thou 

.  hast  left  us, 
Here  thy  loss  we 

deeply  feel, 
But  'tis  God  that 
has  bereft  us, 
He  can  all  our 

sorrows  heal. 
Vet  again  we  * 

hope  to  meet  thee, 
When  the  day  of  life 

is  fled, 
There  in  heaven  with 

joy  to  greet  thee, 
Where  no  farewell 
tear  is  shed. 

Elizabeth  Underbill,  wife  of  Jesse  L.  Underbill,  died  Sept  30,  1890, 
Aged  92  years,  8  mos.  and  14  days. 

Epitaph — Asleep  in  Jesus 
Jesse  L.  Underbill,  died  Sept.  17th,  1873,  aged  73  years  and  6  mos. 

Epitaph— An  affectionate  husband  and  a  kind,  indulgent  father 
In   Memory  of  Jane,   widow  of  Frederick  Underhill,  who  died 
March  21,  1844,  in  the  SSth  year  of  her  age, 

Epitaph 
She  suffered  on 

her  three  score  years 
Till  her  deliverer  came 

and  wiped  away  his  servant's  tears 
And  took  his  exile  home. 
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Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Permelia  Ann,  wife  of  George  W.  Craw- 
ford and  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Rebecca  Ann  Undeihill, 
who  died  Feb'y  22  1835,  Aged  17  yrs.  6  mo.  and  28  d's.  Also 
her  infant  daughter  Rebecca  Ann,  aged  16  days. 

Epitaph 
She  hath  passed  from  the  earth, 

Hut  we  may  not  lament  her 
Nor  mourn  her  return  to  a  holier  elime. 

She  but  lingered  below  until  he  who  had  sent  her 
Recalled  her  to  Eden  in  morning's  sweet  prime, 

Hre  the  sorrows  of  earth  or  it's  passions  had  moved  her, 
Ere  darkened  the  light  of  her  innocent  brow. 

She  bade  a  farewell  until  those  who  so  loved  her, 
And  whispered  my  father  I  come  to  thee  now. 

*******       *        *       *  * 

In  her  beauty  but  will  not  regret  her, 

Our  tears  may  not  moisten  the  flower  on  her  tomb, 

Oh,  death  thou  art  vanquished  and  passeth  in  gloom. 

Gone  home,  E.  Angusta,  wife  of  I.  V.  Underbill  and  daughter  of 
Stephen  &  Elizabeth  Barker,  ditd  April  1,  1863,  aged  22  yrs.  8 
mo.  and  7  days. 

In  Memory  of  Frederick  Underbill,  who  died  Oct.  27,  1825,  aged 
72  yrs.  7  m.  27  d. 

Epitaph 
He's  blest  whose  sins 
Have  pardon  gained 
No  more  in  judgment 
To  appear. 
Whose  guilt  remission 
has  obtained, 
And  whose  repentance 
Is  sincere, 

In  Memory  of  Noah,  son  of  William  and  Doshe  Underbill, who  de- 
parted this  life  March  the  12th,  1808,  Aged  57  years,  6  months 
and  21  days. 

In  Memory  of  Mary,  the  wife  of  Benj.  T,  Underhill,  who  departed 
this  life  March  Jst,  1835,  Aged  46  yrs  4  mos.  and  15  days. 
Epitaph 
All  that  is  living  here  will  find 
Death  is  the  end  of  all  mankind. 
No  sighs,  nor  groans,  nor  tears  can  save 
Our  bodies  from  the  silent  grave. 
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Ill  Memory  of  Esther,  wife  of  John  W.  Leveness  &  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Anna  Underbill,  who  died  Dec.  2,  1S22,  Aged  23  y.  8  m.  8  d. 
Epitaph 

She  fought  the  fight,  her  race  is  run, 
Her  joys  are  now  in  heaven  begun, 
Her  tears  are  gone,  her  sorrows  flee, 
No  more  afflicted  now  like  trie: 
Sarah,  widow  of  Elnathan  Underbill,  died  Jan  5,    1S67,  in  the 
Solh  year  of  her  age. 

Epitaph 
None  knew  her  but 
to  love  her, 
,  Or  named  her  but 

to  praise. 

Elnathan  Underbill,  died  Fehy  27,  i 36 1  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age 

Epitaph 
There  remaineth  therefore  a 
rest  ro  the  people  of  God. 

In  Memory  of  Marvin  R.,  son  of  Elnathan  &  Sarah  Underbill,  born 

Sept.  20th,  1805,  died  Sept  1st,  1850. 
In  Memory  of  Isaac  H  Underbill,  died  May  7th,  1848,  Aged  51  years 

4  mo  &  7  days  t 

Epitaph 

Kest  from  thy  grief,  thou  art  sleeping  now, 
The  moonlight  peace  is  upon  thy  brow. 
All  the  deep  love  that  o'erflowed  thy  breast 
Lies  midst  the  hush  of  thy  breast  at  rest. 
In  Memory  of  Jobn  B.,  son  of  Elnathan  &  Sarah   Underbill,  born 
July  18,  1824,  died  Feb  13th,  1845. 
John  F.  Underbill,  died  Oct  19,  iS48,in  the  47th  year  of  Ins  age. 

St.  John's  Episcopal  Churchyard,  Tuckahoe,  N.  Y. 

Inscriptions  from  the  tombstones 

In  Memory  Eleda  Jane,  wife  of  Rev.  John  D.  Bangs  and  daughter  of 
Thomas  B.  &  Susannah  Underbill,  who  died  July  15,  1838  aged 
20  yrs. 

Epitaph 

Dear  tender  parents,  weep  no  more, 

Nor  think  your  dear  offspring  is  lost, 
I'm  only  gone  a  while  before, 

And  Jesus  keeps  the  sleeping  dust. 
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Rev.  John  D.  Bangs,  died  July  21,  1838,  aged  25  years,  son  of 
Rev.  John  Bangs,  both  members  of  the  New  York  Conf.  of  the  M.E. 
Church. 

Tamer  Underhill  who  died  Dec.  7,  1847,  in  the  60th  5  eat  of  age. 
Epitaph 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the 

Lord,  from  henceforth,  yea,  sayeth  the 
Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their 

labors  and  their  works  do  follow  them. 

Susan  Ann,  wife  of  Franklin  B.  Secor  and  daughter  of  Thomas  B. 
and  Susan  Underhill,  died  Feb  7,  1864,  Aged  35  yrs,  11  mos.  and 
7  days. 

Susan  Jane,  daughter  of  Caleb  F.  &  Emily  Underhill,  died  Nov. 
29,  1852,  Aged  4  yrs.  2  mos.  and  14  days. 

Epitaph 

A  little  while  she  stayed  with  us 

Blest  messenger  of  love, 
Then  spread  the  wings  we  had  not  seen 
And  sought  her  rest  above. 
Nancy,   wife  of  Samuel  P.  Horton,  died  March  24,  1874,  Aged  90 
years  6  months  21  days. 

Frederick  Underhill,  who  died  Jany  27th,  1841/  Aged  43  years, 
5  mos,  and  15  days.  Epitaph 

Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as 
ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh. 

Maple  Grove  Cemetery,  near  Richmond  Hii.l,  L.  I. 

This  Cemetery  was  visited  Aug.  17,  1902.  The  following  inscrip- 
tions were  copied  from  tombstones  therein. 

Stephen  Lott,  b.  1734.  d  1817. 

Joseph  F.  Avery,  died  Oct.  21,  1892,  Aged  48  yrs. 
Charles  Muller,  died  Dec.  10,  1S77,  at  Willard   Glen,  Flushing, 
N.  Y.,  Aged  85  years. 

John  C.  Budd,  d.  December  24,  1868. 
Theodore  E.  Archer,  1837-1893. 

The  above  names  may  be  of  those  who  have  Underhill  con- 
nections. 
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St.  George's  Church,  Hempstead,  N.  Y. 

This  churchyard  was  visited  on  Sept  i,  1902,  and  some  names  and 
inscriptions  were  copied,  as  follows; 

Wehb,  Clowes,  Pettit,  Rhodes,  Dodd,  Towne.  Eliza  Ann  Heudett, 
d.  Sept  20,  1859;  Vanderwater,  Charity  Williams,  died  Dec  20  1863; 
Rev.  Samuel  Seahury,  A.  M.,  died  June  1764;  here  Lyes  ye  body  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Payton,  died  Apiil  ye  4th,  1740,  Aged  46  years. 

Leffert  LefTerts,  d  1793. 

Hallett  Cornell,  died  May  20,  1S66. 

Nancy,  wife  of  James  Wood,  died  Oct.  2T,  i860. 

William  Cromwell,  b.  Feb.  24,  1773,  d.  ^ct-  27.  1827. 

Valentine  Weeks,  d.  Nov.  9,  1835. 

Sarah  Townsend,  died  Feb.  13,  1841,  in  the  71  year  of  her  age. 
Moses  Townsend,  d.  Aug.  26,  1829,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age. 
Henry  Covert 

Ann,  wife  of  John  E.  Sands,  d.  Sept.  11,  1899. 

Epitaph 

Pilgrims  011  earth,  while  we  remain, 

Our  joys  are  mixed  with  grief  and  pain, 

But  saints  departed  rest  secure 

At  God's  side  where  all  joys  are  pure. 
Stephen  Baldwin,  died  Aug,  1829.  * 
Eliza  Hicks. 

Samuel  Valentine,  d.  Jan.  13,  1819. 

Benj.  Tredwell,  d.  Nov.  18,  1855,  86th  year. 

Lawrence  Hicks,  d.  Dec.  9,  1850. 

Isaac  M.  Cornell,  died  March  1873,  aged  So  years. 

Mary  Cornell,  d  Dec.  27,  1891,  Aged  97  )ears. 

The  following  epitaph  is  on  the  tombstone  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Henry  Hentz,  d.  1842.  Epitaph 

Farewell,  dear  Husband 

And  my  friends. 
My  time  on  earth  is  at  an  end. 
Go  home,  my  friends,  and  cease  your  tears, 
I  must  lie  here  till  Christ  appears. 
Repent  while  time  you  have, 
There's  no  repentance  in  the  grave. 
Charity,   Relict  of  Jacob  Smith  of   Hempstead,   South   L.  I.,  b. 
Oct.  5,  1778,  d.  Oct.  14,  1868. 
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Hemptead  m.  E.  Churchyard 
On  the  same  date  this  churchyard  was  visited.    Insci iptions  v»eie: 
Olivia  Willett,  d.  June  17,  1857.      Jarvis  Seaman,  d.  June  29,  1S58 
Stephen  Bedell,  d.  1875.        Jeremiah  Fowler,  Sr.,  d.May  4,  1840. 
John  Fowler,  d.  1855.  Charles  S.  Fiost,  born  1S27,  died  1898. 

Kate  Frost,  born  1831,  died  1902 
Anna  Frost,  died  August  14,  i860. 
The  Thorne  plot  is  situated  iu  front  of  the  Church. 

First  Presbyterian  Churchyard 
In  this  churchyard  were  found  s  une  inscription  as  follows:  Abigail 
H.  dau  of  Rev.  Zachariah  Green,  d.  Oct,  16,  1835. 

Rev.  Zachariah  Green,  seventy-two  years  a  faithful  minister,  b  in 
Stafford  in  the  Colony  of  Conn.  Jan  11,  A.D.  1760,  d.  at  Hempstead, 
L.  I,  June  20th,  1S53,  3  years  a  soldier  in  the  Rev.  War,  was  several 
times  wounded;  finally  disabled  at  the  battle  of  Whitemarsh,  Penn. 
Benjamin  F  Thompson, 

Born,  May  15,  1784 
at  Setanket,  Lony  Island 
Died  Suddenly,  March  21,  1849 
in  the  City  of  New  York 
Endowed  by  nature  with 
an  extraordinary  mind  4 
He  was  distinguished  as  a 
Phvsician  ami  Lawirr 

And  as  the  promiment 
Historian 
of  Long  Island 

Epitaph 

His  fame  will  outlive  this  monument 
humbly  raised  by  the  hand  of  affection 
And  love  in  our  hearts 
And  in  those  of  our  children's  children 
Will  live  the  memory  of  his  virtues. 

Marv  Greene  Thompson,  eldest  daughter  of  Benj  F.  Thompson,  b. 
1815,  ft.  1884. 

Franklin  Willetts,  merchant  of  New  York,  son  of  Piatt  and  Phebe 
Willitts,  b.  at  Hempstead,  July  24,  1815.  and  died  Feb.  28,  1843. 
Piatt  Willitts,  b.  1784,  d.  1852. 

Elizabeth,  wife  Gilbert  Valentine,  died  March,  1856 

Rhoda  Skidmore,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Wright,  d.  1887,  87th  year 

Valentine  Smith,  died  June  26,  1873,  aged  81  yrs.  8  nios.  25  days 

GreenEiki.D  CKM.  visited  same  day.    No  Underbill  graves. 


32' 


UNDERBILL  FAMILY  RE-UNION 


At  the  Annual  Re-uhion  of  the  Underbill  Society  of 
America,  held  at  Matinnecock,  L.I.,  on  the  7th  day  of  October,  1903, 
those  coming  from  the  city  by  train  being  landed  at  the  Bayville 
Siding,  and  being  there  met  by  carriages  and  conveyed  to  the  Bury- 
ing Ground,  whence,  after  inspection  of  the  situation  of  the  grave  of 
our  ancestor(the  weaiher  not  permitting  exercises  there),  they  were 
taken  in  same  manner  to  the  house  of  John  and  Hannah  Bayles, 
where  others  assembled ,  and  after  an  address  of  welcome  by  Rev. 
Herman  H  Shook,  of  Locust  Valley,  on  behalf  of  the  hosts  and  their 
neighbors  and  friends,  the  company  sat  down  at  the  table  in  the 
dining  room  and  partook  of  luncheon;  afterwards  assembling  in  the 
sitting  room  for  the  exercises  and  business  of  the  day. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  by  reason  of  ill  health,  D.Harris 
Underbill,  was  called  to  preside.  After  some  opening  remarks  he 
called  upon  George  W.  Cocks,  of  Glen  Cove,  L.  I  ,  who  read  a 
paper  entitled  "account  of  the  Old  Underbill  house  at  Killingwoith 
(the  old  name  of  the  locality),"  being  a  history  of 'the  house  in 
which  the  meeting  was  held,  and  of  the  farm  to  which  it  belongs, 
comprising  as  part  of  the  chain  of  title  a  deed  in  1668  from  six 
Indians  to  one  Prior,  and  a  deed  from  him  to  John  Underbill,  the 
son  of  Capt.  John  Underbill,  in  or  about  the  year  1678,  and  showing 
how  the  title  became  vested  after  225  years,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  history,  in  John  Bayles. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  given  to  Mr.  Cocks 
for  the  able  and  historical  paper,  with  request  for  a  copy  thereof  for 
the  archives  of  the  Society. 

D.  Harris  Underbill  then  read  a  paper  describing  a  settlement 
or  town  bearing  the  name"Underhill"located  upon  the  Congo  River, 
in  Africa,  founded  by  Edward  Bean  Underbill,  a  traveler  and  mis- 
sionary from  London.  On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
voted  to  Mr.  Underbill,  for  his  instructive  and  interesting  sketch  of 
this  distant  outpost  of  civilization. 
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The  following  committees  then  reported  : 
Place  of  Meeting  Committee 

Membership  Committee,  Harvey  I.  Underhill  received  in 
membership. 

Coat-Armor  Committee,  15  or  18  coat-armors;  1  being  prepared 
for  the  Report  about  to  be  issued. 

Monument  Committee  reported  that  there  had  been  activity 
during  the  year.  Mrs.  Tonetti  at  work  at  the  new  designs. 
Photographs  of  plaques  proposed  were  show  11,  #2,000  in  cash  in  the 
treasury  for  the  Monument.  The  Monument  to  be  placed  in  the 
burying  ground  as  first  proposed. 

Publication  Committee.  New  folders  recently  issued.  The 
Eighth  Annual  Report  in  hands  of  the  printer.  Copies  of  "Newes 
from  America"  being  frequently  ordered  and  delivered. 

Album  Committee  reported  a  set  of  photographs  sent  from  Wm. 
Underhill,  of  Wimbledon,  Surrey,  England. 

Library  Committee  reported  addittons  made  to,  Library  of  the 
Society  including  some  ofd  books  containing  refrence  to  Underbill's 
of  past  centuries. 

Burial  Place  Committee  reported  as  to  grave  yards  visited. 

Necrologist  reported  as  to  death  of  Ervin  Underhill  of  New 
York  and  John  J.  Weeks  of  Locust  Valley,  L.  I. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  a  letter  of  condolence  should  be 
written  to  Mrs.  Ann  Elizabeth  Weeks,  of  Mill  Ntck,  L.  I.  the 
sister  of  John  J.  Weeks. 

By  a  vote  of  the  meeting,  William  Underhill,  of  Wimbledon, 
England,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bayles,  of  Matinnecock,  L.  I., 
whose  hospitality  the  members  of  the  Society  then  attending  the 
meeting  were  enjoying,  were  made  honorary  members  of  the 
Society. 

Silas  A.  Underhill, 

Recording  Secretary 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

"UNDERBILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMKRICA" 

(Period  from  May  9th,  1903,  to  May  1st,  1904) 

Btlance  reported  May  9th.  1903  $4. 17 

RECEIPTS 

For  Annual  Dues  $184.00 

"Newesfrom  America"   30  25 

Monument  Fund   50.00  264.25 

EXPENDITURES  $268.42 

Secretary's  Expenses   $25  95 

Postage   8.80 

6-20-03    Exp's  of  Delegates  Oyster  Bay..  4.00 

10-  12-03    Patriotic  Review   1  00 

11-  24-05    J.  D.  Felter,  Jr.,  Engraving   0.75 

12  -2-03    Mrs.  K.  S.  Torrey,  Sketch 

Underbill  Coat  of  Arms   1.00        4  . 

2-  3-04    Library  Shelving    2.00 

2-  8-04    Janitor,  Meeting  House    2  00 

3-  22-04    E.  K.  Todd,  Printing   6.25 

10-  7-03    J   D.  Hendrickson,  for  Carriages 

at  the  Reunion   i4.oo--$65  75 

Acct.  E  F.  Galvin,  Printing        $25. 00 

9-25-03       «'  44  14       ...  25.00 

10-30-03    Balance       "  "       ...  23.65 

1-  12-04    Postage   1.00 

2-  ^5-04    Express  Charges-   0.30 

3-  22-04    Todd,  Printing   2.50— $77  45 

DEPOSITED  in  U.  S.  Mortgage  and  Trust 

Company  to  Credit  Monument  Fund   50.00  I93-20 

Balance  on  hand  ,....$75-22 
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Monument  Fund 

Cash  deposited  in  U.  S.  Mortgage  and  Trust  Co   f  1,718  2c 

Cash  on  hand  uninvested   11.00 


$1,729.20 

Cash  Account 

Amt.  rec'd  for  Dues  to  Jan  29,  1903   |i,  155.51 

Disbursements  to  Jan.  26,  1903   1,174  93 — Deficit  1942 

General  Fund 

Amt.  received  to  November  26,  1902   $'34-25 

Disbursements   203. So — Deficit   69  55 

Neives  from  A  merica 

Cash  received  $288.10 

Disbursements   302.66  —  Deficit  1456 

Life  Membership 

Amount  received   ^^S-00 

Disbursements     50.00 — On  hand  12500 

SUMMARY 

Dues  account   $74-43 

Newes  from  America  (overdrawn)    66.76 

Monument  Fund   3°-73 

General  Fund  (overdrawn)   67.95 

Life  Membership  Fund    125.00 

Monument  Fund  Committee  (overdrawn)   20.23 —  $75-22 

AMT.  on  deposit  with  U.  S.  Mortg.  &  Trust  Co.  principal  $2,289.77 
Interest  to  date   221.10 


$2,510.87 


E,  C.  Under  hill,  Treasurer. 


Respectfully  submitted. 
Report  printed  May,  1912  D.  HARRIS  UNDERH1IJ.,  Cor.  Sec. 
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To  the  Members  of  the  U.  S.  A.: 

Your  Secretary  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows: 
During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Society  has  been 
carried  011  by  the  various  Committees  as  will  be  shown  by 
the  following  Report,  in  which  they  are  embodied. 


Record  began  1899.      Continued  fiom  Tweltb  Report,  pnge  2. 
No.  94,  Mrs.  Jane  Elizabetb  Underbill  Bronson,  Gravesend,  L.I. 
No.  95,  Martha  W.  Olcott. 


Hnnual  TReport  bp  Us  Secretary 


Brooklyn,  New  York,  May  13,  1905 


HISTORIC  CALLS  MADE 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


First  Report  out  of  print 

Second  "     on  band    84  copies 


Fiftb  Report 
Sixtb 
Seventh  '* 


on  band  81  copies 


26  " 
28  " 


Third    "  1  128 

Fourth  "  "  229 


Eighth 
Ninth 


56 
169 


Mail  matter  received  June  23,  1S79,  to  NTa>'  :3»  1905. ..(pieces)  ..3,441 
Mail  matter  sent  out  March  1,  1894,  to  May  13,  1905  "   I4>05° 


FACSIMILE  OF  DEED 
CONVEYING  150  ACRES  OF  LAND 
ON  LONG  ISLAND 
FROM  THE  INDIANS  TO 
CAPTAIN  JOHN  UNDERHILL 
J  667 


FXTRACTS    FROM  MANUSCRIPTS 


AND  BOOKS 

IN  THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE   BRITISH  MUSEUM,  PERTAINING 
TO  THE  HISTORY  AND  GENEALOGY  OK  THE 
UN  DERI  II  LL  FAMILY. 

Read  before  the  Underbill  Society  of  America  at  the  meeting  on  Monday, 
February  13th,  1905,  at  Friends'  Seminary  Library,  Manhattan, 
N.  Y.  C. ,  by  D.  Harris  Underhill,  Family  Historian. 

Paper  No.  2. 

Several  members  of  tbe  Underhill  family  appear  as  parties  in 
different  suits  and  actions  at  law,  the  names  of  tbe  parties  to  which 
and  the  objects  of  the  suits,  etc.,  have  been  preserved  in  the 
Contemporary  Records  and  reprinted  by  order  of  the  Royal 
Commissioners. 

First  is  the  "Ducatus  Lancastrian,  Part  II.,  a  Calendar  to  the 
pleadings  .Sic.  in  tbe  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  &c."  V.  I.  129. 

No.  1523.  15  Henry  VIII.  Plaintiff — John  Gybbyns,  Chantry 
Priest.    Defendants — Agnes  Undyrhyll  and  others. 

Premise.  Disputed  title  to  bouse  and  lands.  Place,  Ovetyng- 
ton,  County  Warwick. 

Another  work  is  called  "Calendars  of  tbe  proceedings  in 
Chancery  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth." 

V.  I.  p.  263.  Plaintiff — Thomas  Eddon.  Defendants  -Thomas 
Underbill,  Hsqre,  Henry  Fairfax  and  Katherine  his  wife. 

15.  Object  of  the  suit:  Bill  to  protect  lease.  Premises.  A 
messuage  and  land  in  the  parish  of  Islington,  held  on  lease  from 
Abraham  Greville,  the  reversion  being  vested  in  the  defendant 
Underhill,  County  Warwick. 

II.  9.  Plaintiff— Thos.  Huntback.  Defts— William  and  Foulk 
Underhill.  Object  of  suit.  F"or  completion  of  a  contract  for  sale. 
Pr.  A  farm  and  lands  in  Shustocke  agreed  to  be  sold  to  plaintiff  by 
the  deft.  Cy.  Warwick. 
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II.  23S.  Plaintiffs— Jane  Mann  and  Robt.  Mann.  Dft.  — Andrew 
Underbill  and  Benjamin  Monnger.  Ob.  of  St.  Claim  by  will. 
Premises.  A  messuage  and  land  in  tbe  parish  of  St.  Lenord,  Shore- 
ditch,  late  tbe  estate  of  the  said  Robert  Mann.  Cy.  Middlesex. 

III.  10.  Plaintiff — Johanne  Stanton,  :6oi.  Dft. —  Piece  Under- 
bill. Ob.  of  St.  Claim  under  will.  Pr.  Pease  of  tbe  Crown  Inn, 
Oxford,  Cy.  Oxon. 

III.  14c  Plaintiff — Thomas  Tliockmorton.  Deft. — William  Un- 
derbill   Ob.  of  St.  Personal  Matters.    Pr.  Relief  against  a  Bond 

III.  r 9 3  Plaintiff— Thomas  Underbill,  1596.  Dfts. —  Ivlward 
Careless,  wife,  and  Jobn  Careless.  Obt.  of  St.  For  an  account  during 
Plaintiff's  minority.  Pr.  Issue  and  profits  of  a  messuage  or  tenement 
and  lands  in  Nortbcote  and  Bushbury,  Cy.  Stafford. 

III.  195.  Plaintiff— William  Underbill.  Deft  Ricbard  Brooke.  Ob. 
of  Suit.  To  compel  Deft  to  proceed  to  publication  in  a  cause  befoie 
tbe  Court,  bis  attorney  beinj;  dead. 

III.  p.  195  Plaintiff — Jobn  Underbill,  1596.  Dft.  —  Humphrey 
Underhill.  Ob.  of  St.,  Performance  of  marriage  contract.  Pr. 
Personal  matters. 

16.  Plaintiffs — Jobn  Underhill  and  Honor  his  wife.  Dft  — 
Thos.  Flemyng;  William  Pryde  alias  Prade,  and  William  Laveate. 
Obt.  of  St.  Claim  by  descent  in  remainder,  in  right  of  the  Plaintiff 
Honor.  Pr.  Lands,  Tenements  and  Services  in  Marshall  Penzance 
and  St.  Joes,  and  other  parcels  of  Land  called  Busterigge  and  Castle 
Homecke  in  the  Parish  of  Madderne,  and  of  Chastlelof  in  the  Parish 
of  Paule,  conveyed  in  trust  by  Ja's  Paulya,  father  to  the  Plaintiff 
Honor,  to  his  own  use  during  his  life  with  remainder  over,  in 
default  of  issue  of  the  said  Thomas  to  the  Plaintiff  Honor.  Cy. 
Cornwall. 

III.  197  Plaintiffs  — Kdward  Underhill  and  Margaret  his  wife, 
1593.  Dft.  —  Dame  Elizabeth  Paulet.  Ob.  of  St.  To  protect  a  lease 
and  to  recover  an  identure  fraudently  obtained  by  Deft.  Pr.  The 
Plaintiff  Margret  was  late  wife  of  John  Berisford,  <on  of  the 
defendant,  who  granted  him  a  lease  of  the  manor  of  Titengehanger, 
and  said  Berisford  was  otherwise  entitled  by  descent  from  his  father 
to  other  manors  and  lands,  tbe  issues  and  profits  of  which  deft, 
received  while  her  son  was  a  minor,  as  his  guardian.  The  defendant, 
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after  his  death  fraudently  obtained  key  of  a  chest  where  the  said 
lease  was  deposited,  together  with  other  title  deeds,  and  refuses  to 
give  possession  to  the  plaintiffs  as  administrators  of  thesd.  Berisford. 
Cy.  Herts. 

P.  232.  Plaintiff  —  Mathew  Walweyn,  1597  Deft — Thomas 
Underhill.  Ob.  of  St.  To  protect  the  plaintiff's  title  by  devise.  Pr. 
A  messuage  and  div-rs  lands  in  the  town  and  parish  of  Oxhill  and 
Tysoe,  and  also  in  town  and  fields  of  Whatcott,  sometime  the  in- 
heritance of  William  Francis,  Ksqre,  who  devised  the  same  to 
William  Moores  and  afterwards  sold  the  reversion  in  fee,  which 
becoming  vested  in  Simon  Walweyen,  he  devised  part  thereof  to 
the  plaintiff    Cy.  Warwick. 

17.  The  name  of  John  Underhill  appears  in  various  works  as 
that  of  the  holder  of  sundry  vicarages,  rectorships,  &c,  but  how 
many  different  individuals  are  entered,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover;  in  no  place,  however,  does  it  appear  to  belong  to  the  John 
Underhill,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  of  whom  I  shall  give  an  account 
further  on. 

New  Courte  Repertorium  Kcclesiasticum  Parochial  Londineuse 
gives  this  notice  of  one  of  them: 

"John  Underhill  was  admitted  Rector  of  Harlington  in  Middle- 
sex, Deo.  2f,  1510,  which  he  resigned  before  Nov.  jo,  1513.  He  was 
prebendary  of  Wildland  about  15 19. 

The  Cole  Mss.  Vol.  49,  fol.  59,  contain  Baker's  history  of  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  from  which  I  extract  the  following: — 
"Kmg  Henry  the  VIII  in  the  6th  year  of  his  reign  Feb.  16  [1514], 
committed  the  care  of  it('A  Maison  de  Dieu  or  Hospital  at  Hospering 
in  Kent  foundid  by  Henry  III')  to  John  Underhill,  clerk,  for  the 
term  of  his  life.  But  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign,  March  10th, 
that  king  having  been  prevailed  with  to  make  a  grant  of  it  to  St. 
John's  College  for  ever,  John  Underbill  resigns  all  his  claim  to  the 
Master,  Fellows  and  Scholars  of  that  College,  receiving  /'40  and  a 
yearly  pension  of  ^30  pr.  an.  for  his  life.  This  grant  was  afterwards 
renewed  by  thj  King  in  the  1  ith  year  of  his  reign,  and  confirmed  by 
Archbishop,  the  Prior  and  Convent  and  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury 
for  their  several  parts  and  interest"  &c. 

Whalley's  History  and   Antiquities  of  Northamptonshire  states 
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"  that  John  Underbill  was  incumbent  of  Ilarpole,  4th  Aug.  1519" 
(V.I.  358) 

In  Lipscombe's  History  of  Buckingbampshire,  John  Underhill 
was  Vicar  of  Bledlow  on  the  7th  of  Jnny,  1531.  He  first  held  this 
benefice  as  a  Stipendiary  Curacy  and  resigned  in  1534. 

18.  At  another  part  of  the  same  work  John  Underhill,  Rector 
of  Twyford  in  1577. 

In  the  '  Valor  Rcclesiasticus  Temp.  Henr.  VIII"  an  account  of 
the  value  of  property  belonging  to  the  clergy,  are  several  entries  in 
which  John  Underbill's  name  is  mentioned. 

27.  Vol.  1,  p.  231.  Henry  VIII  (1535)  Under  the  head  "Disc. 
Bristol!  antea  Sarum  Com  Dorset"  Hankchurche  p'rscnat  Joh'es 
Underhyll  r'corib'um 

II.554.  Nichols  Collectanea  Topca  et  Genca  states  that  Hugh 
Underhill  married  Catherine  the  daughter  of  John  Manning  of 
Down,  in  Kent  This  appears  to  have  taken  place  near  the  year 
1560.  In  a  collection  of  documents  relating  to  royal  Wardrobes 
(Additional  MSS5751  p.  35)  there  is  an  order  on  parchment  signed 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  and  beginning  thus;  We  will  and  command e 
you  thatt  immediatlie  uppon  the  syghte  hereoff  ye  deliver  or  cause 
to  be  delivered  unto  onre  well  beloved  servants  undernamed,  alle 
suche  parcelle  of  stuffs  for  oure  use  and  service  as  hereafter  fellow  eth. 
Thatt  is  to  saie,  &c.  &e. 

Item.  To  Hughe  Underhill,  keper  off  oure  warderobe  off  Beddes 
att  our  Mannour  off  Greenwiche,  ffoure  Curtins  off  sarcuet  (for  fourc 
windows  in  oure  Gallery  there)  lyned  with  buckrame  with  ringt-s 
and  roddes  of  iron  to  same"  (and  other  articles. ) 

20.  The  letter  is  addressed  "To  oure  trustie  and  wel  beloved 
John  Ffortescue,  Esquire,  Mr.  off  oure  greate  Wardrobe"  and  dated 
July  15,  1572. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Walsyngham  to  the  Earl  of  Leycester 
dated  Deer.  1 585 (  Harleian  Mss  185  p.  152)  begins  as  follows: 

"My  verie  goode  Lorde,  your  letters  sent  by  Mr,  Henrie  Astell 
and  your  servant  Underhill,  I  have  received,  &c." 

The  Underhill  mentioned  here  is  probably  Capt.  John  Underhill. 
who  went  to  America  in  1630.  I  have  not  yet  found  any  English 
book  that  gives  an  account  of  him,  nor  can  I  point  him   out  in  any 


of  the  pedigrees  with  certainty.  I  think  however  he  may  be  the 
second  son  of  the  John  Underhill  (Peri.  2)  who  perhaps  is  he,  who  is 
dated  in  ( Red  4)  to  he  of  Over-Eatington  and  dead  befoie  1650. 
There  are  very  full  accounts  of  him  in  many  American  Works. 

Mr.  I.  P.  Collier  in  his  life  of  Shakespeare  (Chapt  III)  "We  are 
now  certain  that  he  [Shakespeare]  had  a  house  in  the  Ward,  in 
February  1597-S  *  *  *  and  we  need  not  doubt  that  it  was  the 
dwelling  which  had  been  built  by  Sir  Hugh  Clopton  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  The  Cloptons  subsequently  sold  it  to  a  person  by  the 
name  of  Botte,  and  he  to  Hercules  Underhill,  who  disposed  of  it  to 
Shakespeare"  &c.  This  was  called  the  "Great  House"  or  "New 
Place"  as  it  was  afterwards  called,  and  was  situated  in  Chapel  St. 
Ward,  close  to  the  chapel  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  The  house  in  which 
the  poet  was  born  was  in  Henley  Street. 

21.  8th.  Jan  7,  1599.  In  1599  Thomas  Underhill ,  A.M.,  of 
Lincoln  College,  Oxford,  was,  according  to  Lipscombe's  Histy.  of 
Buckinghamshire,  instituted  Vicar  of  Willen,  and  in  1600  Master  of 
Newport  Hospital  on  the  Queen's  title  (4th  April,  1600) 

Vol.  VIII,  p.  30S  Nic hoi's  Coll.  Top'ca  et  Gen'ca  gives  a 
Catalogue  of  residents  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  made  in  the 
20th  of  Elizabeth,  '4  amongst  them  Thomas  Underhill  of  Nether 
Eatington,  Humphrey  his  brother,  John  of  Whitchurch,  his  brother; 
William  Underhill  of  Stratford  on  Avon,  son  of  William  and  brother 
of  Thomas;  Edward  Underhill  of  Barton -on-H eat h .  son  of  Thomas; 
and  Thomas  Underhill  of  Halford,  2nd  son  of  Thomas  " 

Fuller  gives  the  following  account  of  Thomas  Underhill  and 
his  wife  in  his  "Worthies  of  Englaud:" 

Thomas  Underhill,  Esquire,  was  born  at  Nether  Eatendon  in 
this  county.  It  is  a  pity  to  part  him  from  Elizabeth  his  wife,  seeing 
the  poetical  fiction  of  Philemon  and  Baucis  foumi  in  them  an 
historical  performance  with  improvement. 

"But  good  old  Baucis  with  Philemon  matched 

In  youthfull  years,  now  .struck  with  equal  age. 

Made  poorness  pleasant  in  their  cottage  thatched, 
And  weight  of  want  with  patience  did  assuuge." 

Whereas  this,  our  Warwickshire  pair,  living  in  a  worshipfull 
•equipage  and  exemplary  for  their  hospitality,  di<l  teach  others,  not 
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how  poverty  might  be  borne,  but  wealth  well  used  for  the  owners' 
and  others'  good. 

The  Ovidian  couple  appear  issueless,  whereas  twenty  children, 
viz:  thirteen  sons  and  seven  daughters,  were  begotten  and  born  by 
this  Thomas  and  Elizibeth,  living  sixty  five  years  together  in 
marriage. 

Indeed  the  poetical  pair  somewhat  outstripped  them  in  the 
happiness  of  their  death,  their  request  being  granted  them. 

Because  we  lived  and  loved  so  long  together, 
Let's  not  behold  the  funeralls  of  cither; 
May  one  hour  end  us  both;  may  1  not  see 
This  1113'  wife  buried,  nor  wife  bury  nie. 

However  these  Underbills  deceased  in  one  year,  she  in  July  and 
he  in  October  following  (1603) 

Vol.  I.  324.  In  Anthony  A.  Wood's  Fasti  Oxonensis,  Edwd. 
Underhvll  of  Magdalene  College  is  said  to  have  been  Proctor  of 
Oxford  University,  Apl  6,  1608. 

Vol.  II,  417.  I  find  also  in  "The  Progresses,  etc.,  of  King  James 
the  First"  that  Sir  Edward  Underbill  of  Warwickshire  was  knighted 
by  the  King  at  Newmarket  in  January,  1612.  In  a  note  in  the 
s-ime  book  "Sir  Edward  Underbill  of  Neather  Etingdon  was  sheriff 
of  Warwickshire  in  1627."  He  had  been  Proctor  of  Oxford  in  1608, 
being  of  Magdalene  College  in  that  University,  aud  died  Nov.  13th, 
164L 

Vol.  IX.  Part  2.  In  Rymer's  "Fosdera  Conventiones,"  &c,  is  a 
copv  of  a  commission  from  Charles  the  First,  dated  7th  of  April,  1636, 
to  various  gentlemen  of  W -irwickshire,  ordering  them  to  give  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  William  Saudis  who  had  undertaken  to 
render  the  River  Avon  navigable  at  his  own  expense.  Sir  Edward 
Underbill,  Knt,  is  among  the  commission. 

Stowe  records  in  his  celebrated  "Survey  of  London  and  West- 
minster" Richard  Underbill  by  will  dated  1671  gave  £60  to  be  laid 
out  in  Lands  forever  for  buying  twelve  penny  loaves  10  be  given  at 
Church  of  Stepney  every  Lord's  day  to  twelve  ancient  poor  people, 
and  residue  of  the  profits  of  the  said  to  be  for  the  preaching  of  a 
sermon  every  year  on  the  day  of  its  burial." 

Many  literary  productions  have  emanated  from  the   pens  of 
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several  members  of  the  family.  A  Theological  writer  of  the  Baptist 
sect  is  I  believe  still  living  in  London. 

1.  "Newes  from  America"  by  Capt.  John  Underbill. 

2.  "  Hell  broke  loose ,  a  histor\  of  the  Quakers  both  old  and 
new,  setting  forth  many  of  their  opinions  and  practices,  Published  to 
antidote  Christians  against  formality,  in  Religion  and  Apostasie,  by 
Thomas  Underbill,  Citizen  of  London,  1660." 

3.  "Fox  kachrytiioa,  a  Sermon  held  forth  at  Weavers'  Hall 
upon  the  funeral  of  Famous  T  ().  (Titus  Gates),  Doctor  of 
Sdiinancha.  By  Elephant  Smith  vel.  Cave  Undril,  as  fame  reports, 
claspmaker,  an  unworthy  Laborer  in  the  good  old  cause.  Printed  at 
Francfort  tor  the  benefit  of  the  Faithful]  there  and  for  saints  under 
the  Convenaut  in  Scotland;  but  more  especially  recommended  to  the 
Brethren  in  England.  1 68 1 .  Kepiinted  in  London  for  F.Davies  1682." 

4.  "Win  her  and  take  her,  or  Old  Fools  will  be  meddling,  a 
comedy  as  it  is  acted  at  the  Theater  Royal,  by  their  Majesties' 
Servants  (by  Cave  Underbill)  London.  1691." 

5.  "Johannis  Subtermounani  Thermologia  Bristoliensis,  or 
Underbill's  Short  Account  of  the  Bristol  Hotwell- water,  its  uses  and 
historical  cures.  Bristol,  1703.'' 

6.  Remarks  upon  a  late  Pamphlet  called  "A  Plea  for  Human 
Reason,"  By  the  Revd.  Mr.  Edward  Underbill,  Vicar  of  Prittlewell 
in  Essex.  London,  1731." 

7.  "Celsus  triumphatus,  or  Moses  vindicated,  in  answer  to  a 
letter,  writ  to  the  Learned  Dr.  Waterland,  By  Edward  Underbill, 
Vicar  of  Prittlewell  in  Essex;  author  of  'Remarks  upon  the  Pleas 
of  Human  Reason,'  London  173?." 

8.  "The  abuse  of  liberty  the  decay  of  Christianity;  being  the 
substance  of  Lady  Mover's  lectures  in  1736.  By  Edward  Underbill, 
Vicar  of  Prittlewell,  Essex.  London,  1736."  (No  copy  in  British 
Museum,  but  one  in  the  Bodlian  Library.) 

9.  "The  Algerine  Captive,  or  the  Life  and  Adventures  of  Dr. 
Updike  Underbill,  six  years  a  prisoner  among  the  Algerines.  London, 
1802."    (There  is  no  copy  in  the  British  Museum.) 

10  =  I  I.  "The  Christian  and  Baptist  Records  conducted  by 
Edward  Bean  Underbill.  London,  1846,  etc." 

12     The  Memoirs  of  Sarah  B.  Judson,  member  of  the  American 
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Mission  to  Burmah,  by  Fanny  Forester.  With  an  introductory 
notice  by  Edward  Bean  Underbill.  London,  1S48." 

13.  "The  Distinctive  Features  of  the  Baptist  denomination, 
a  discourse  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  39th  annual  session  of  the 
Baptist  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Apl.  25th,  1851.  By 
Edward  Bean  Underbill.    London.  1851." 

A  highly  distinguished  member  of  the  family,  John  Underbill, 
ultimately  Bishop  of  Oxford,  is  mentioned  by  a  great  number  of 
authors.  In  fact,  there  aie  few  ecclesiastical  histories  or  collections 
of  ecclesiastical  biography  in  which  he  is  omitted. 

I  will  in  a  future  paper  give  some  extracts  about  John  Underbill, 
Bishop  of  Oxford,  taken  from  numerous  works  in  the  British  Museum 
Library. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  and  for  your  presence  upon 
so  disagreeable  a  day. 
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MINUTES 


UNDER  11  ILL  FAMILY  RE-UN  ION 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Underbill  Family  was  held  at 
the  Friends'  Meeting  House,  East  15th  Street  and  Rutherfurd  Place, 
Manhattan,  New  York  City,  on  October  7th,  1904,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  President  being  absent  on  account  of  her  illness,  John  T. 
Underhill.  Vice-President,  presided. 

Reports  were  made  by  L).  Harris  Underhill  on  behalf  of  several 
important  Committees,  which  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  woik  of  the 
Society  during  the  past  year;  and  its  present  condition  and  prospects 
were  considered  and  informally  discussed. 

John  T.  Underhill  read  Holcombe's  Poem  of  1900;  and  Isaac  Town- 
send  Smith,  honoring  the  occasion  by  his  attendance,  entertained  the 
assembly  by  reciting  an  amusing  piece  of  rhyme. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  William  Underhill, 
of  Wimbledon,  England. 

Photographs  and  pictures  received  during  the  year  were  examined 
with  interest;  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  certain  members  during 
the  last  few  months  received  with  regret;  and  the  occasion  ended  with 
a  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  usual  compensation  to  the  janitor  for 
opening  the  house. 

vS.  A.  Underhill,  Rec.  Sec. 


MINUTES 

FEBRUARY  M  EE  TING 

A  meeting  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America  was  held  in  the 
Library  of  the  Friends'  Meeting  House,  1 6th  Street,  corner  of 
Rutherfurd  Place,  in  the  Borough  of  Manhattan,  City  of  New  York,  on 
the  13th  day  of  February,  1905. 

The  President  by  reason  of  illness  being  absent,  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  JohnT.  Underhill,  Vice-President,  who  made  introduc- 
tory remarks;  and  the  reading  of  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 
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Reuben  H.  Uuderh ill  read  a  paper  giving  a  sketch  of  the  Isaac 
Underbill  Branch  of  the  Family,  and  especially  of  the  descendants  of 
Jo.-dma,  one  of  his  four  sons  (the  others:  Robert,  Caleb  and  Abraham). 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given,  with  the  request  its  substance 
be  embodied  in  the  Annual  Report. 

.  A.let,ter  from  John  J.  Moore,  of  Oshlcosh,  Wis.  aged  S3,  was  read. 

On  behalf  of  the  Librarian,  1).  Harris  Underbill  informed  that  some 
pictures  had  been  received  from  Win,  Underbill,  of  England.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  on  motion  passed. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Monument  Committee  stated  for  the  information 
of  the  meeting  that  over  $2,500  was  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the 
Monument  Fund:  that  consideration  was  given  loan  appeal  for  a  change 
of  proposed  site  of  the  Monument  in  the  Burial  Ground  to  a  place  in  or 
near  the  village  of  Oyster  Bay,  and  that  two  of  the  Monument  Committee 
had  died  during  the  year. 

One  or'  the  visitors  attending  the  meeting  was  Ellis  J.  Underbill, 
from  New  Hampshire,  a  descendant  of  Benoni,  the  eldest  son  of  Captain 
John  Underbill. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Secretary  convey  to  the  Property  Committee 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  for  the  use  of  the 
Library,  and  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  janitor  $2.00  for  his  services. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

b.  A.  Undkrhiix, 

Recording  Secre'ary 


MINUTES 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  U.  S.  A. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Underbill  Society  of  America  was  held  at 
Friends'  Seminary  Library,  corner  of  16th  Street  and  Ruiherfnid  Place, 
in  Manhattan,  New  Yoik  City,  on  the  131I1  day  of  May,  1905. 

Announcement  was  made  that  Mrs.  Doremus,  our  President,  was 
seriously  ill  at  her  home,  Mr.  John  T.  Underbill,  the  Vice- President , 
called  the  meeting  to  order  and  presided. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  being  waived, 
the  reports  from  Committees  were  received  as  follows: 
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On  Constitution. — The  Committee  to  draft  a  Constitution  for  the 
Society  as  incorporated  presented  a  draft,  which  was  read,  On  motion 
of  Reuben  II.  Underbill,  action  upon  its  adoption  was  deferred  until  the 
next  meeting,  to  give  opportunity  for  careful  examination  by  members. 

On  the  Monument  — John  T.  Underbill,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
reported,  mentioning  certain  important  additions  to  the  sum  of  12,438.11 
reported  as  the  aggregate  last  year,  making  the  present  total  $2,790.11 
exclusive  of  interest  for  5  months  which  has  accrued*  and  besides  the 
moneys  donated  and  expended  for  the  procuring  of  ceitain  tablets  for  the 
monument . 

Membership  Committee. — Two  new  members  proposed,  viz.,  Mrs 
Charlotte  J.  Richardson  and  Mr.  Cortland  S.  VanRensselaer,  w  ho  were 
duly  received  into  membership. 

Coat-Armor  Committee.  — A  report  from  the  Chairman,  Mrs  Eliza- 
beth \V.  Doremus,  was  read  and  placed  on  file. 

Library  Committee  ■ — The  Librarian  made  a  report  showing  removal  of 
the  library  from  400  South  3rd  Street  to  198  Rutledge  Street,  Brooklyn, 
where  there  was  better  accommodation;  and  that  rules  were  to  be  made. 

Burial  Place  Committee. — The  Chairman  reported  progress.  Ceme- 
teries around  Cornwall  and  Newburgh,  N.  Y. ,  had  been  visited  during 
the  past  summer. 

Corresponding  Secretary's  Report.—  D.  Harris  Underbill,  Cones- 
ponding  Secretary,  presented  a  report  giving  an  outline  of  the  corres- 
pondence during  the  year,  documents  and  photographs  etc.,  received,  and 
preparation  of  Annual  Report,  the  Ninth  one  being  issued  and  soon  to  be 
mailed 

Treasurer's  Report. —  The  report  from  the  Treasurer  was  read.  It 
showed  the  balance  on  hand  to  be  63,   all  of  which   it   was  stated 

would  be  required  to  pay  bills  owing  by  the  Society. 

Directors'  Report. — The  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  was  read. 
Some  data  had  not  been  inserted  and  all  the  signatures  had  not  yet  been 
obtained.  It  was  directed  that  these  deficiencies  be  supplied,  and  that 
the  report  be  placed  on  file. 

Bending  the  adoption  of  a  Constitution  it  was  the  sense  of  the  meet- 
ing that  the  present  Officers  continue  to  serve.  However,  as  Mrs.  Alpers, 
as  was  stated,  desired  to  discontinue  service  as  officer,   it  was  resolved 
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tli at  Walter  Lispenard  Suydam  be  Second  Vice-President,  and  Wm. 
Wilson  Underbill,  a  Director. 

In  recognition  of  the  interest  manifested  during  the  past  years  by 
Dr.  R.  Ogden  Doremus  in  and  his  services  for  ihe  Society,  it  was  resolved 
that  he  be  made  an  Honorary  Member  thereof,  and  in  writing  to  him  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  was  directed  to  express  the  sympathy  of  the 
meeting  with  him  in  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Doremus,  our  President. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Secretary  send  to  the  Property  Commit- 
tee of  the  N.  Y.  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  the  thanks 
of  this  meeting  for  the  use  of  the  Library  and  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the 
janitor  of  the  building  $2.00  for  his  services.    The  meeting  adjourned. 

Silas  A.  Undkrhill,  Kec  Sec. 


BURIAL  PLACE  COMMITTEE 
Continued  from  Twelfth  Annual  Report,  page  32. 

Abraham  Underbill,  died  March  14th,  1864.    Aged  74  years. 

Gone  to  her  immortal  home — Emily  Arabella,  daughter  of  Lawrence 
and  Delia,  died  April  24,  1870,  aged  7  y'rs  5  mo.  &  20  days. 

In  memory  of  Delia  Van  Wart,  wife  of  Lawrence  Underbill,  died 
May  nth, 1888,  aged  58  yr's,  1  mo.  23  d'ys. 

Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Lawrence  Underbill,  born  Jan.  17,  1825,  died  Aug. 
IO,  1846 

White  marble  monument — In  Memory  of  Nathaniel  Underbill,  who 
died  Mar.  9,  1855,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age  On  north  side  of  monu- 
ment is — In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Underbill,  who  died  Dec.  21,  1861,  in 
the  sixty-first  year  of  her  age.  In  this  monument  is  inserted  a  picture 
(ambrotype)  of  Nathaniel  Underbill,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 

Monument — Gilbert  Underbill  died  March  29,  1867,  in  the  88th  year 
of  his  age.  On  this  monument  is  also  inscribed,  "The  donor  of  this 
Church  ground  lies  here."  He  was  an  Episcopalian.  On  the  south  side  of 
this  monument  is  inscribed — Elizabeth  Courtney,  wife  of  Gilbert  Under- 
bill, died  July  15th,  1873,  aged  84  years. 

Tablet  on  the  front  of  the  Church  reads,  "The  Reformed  Church  of 
Greenville,  erected  1842." 

16 


RHPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES 

BURIAL  PLACE 


Trinity  Churchyard,  New  Rochelle. 
A  Burial  Place  Committee  visit  was  paid  to  Trinity  Church 
(Episcopal)  at  New  Rochelle,  August  17th,  1901,  and  several  names 
&C. ,  were  copied  from  tombs  in  the  yard:  Le  Count,  Allaire,  Guion, 
Strong,  Lacoton.  There  were  three  old  stones  dating,  1730,  1772, 
1782.  The  one  1772  was  inscribed:  Hear  lyes  the  bod  da  of  John 
parent  deceised  the  iS  of  February  adged  72  in  1772.  This  tombstone 
is  in  the  T.  D.  Drake  plot. 

The  Coutant  Cemetery. 

The  Coutant,  founded  in  1776,  and  situated  corner  Webster  Ave. 
and  Cross  Road  from  New  Rochelle  to  Bronxville,  was  visited  and 
the  inscriptions  copied  from  the  stones. 

Anna  Maria,  wife  of  John  T.  Underbill,  and  daughter  of  Tlios. 
W.  Jr.,  &  Grace  H.  Thome,  born  March  22,  1842,  died  July  31,  1876. 
Hudson,  Coutant,  Thome,  Robinson,  Burr,  Huntington. 

Two  stones  bear  these  inscriptions,  which  are  historic: 

"The  wife  of  Isaac  Coutant,  the  Hugueno,  buried  Oct.  177s, 
while  this  ridge  was  held  by  the  British.  The  First  Interment  In 
This  Cemetery."  "Margaret  Coutant,  wife  of  John  Hudson,  died  in 
the  year  17S8,  Aged  24  years.  The  Second  Interment  In  This 
Cemetery." 

Methodist  Episcopal  Churchyard 
In  the  M.  E.  Churchyard  in  Upper   New   Rochelle,   which  was 

visited  the  same  day,  the  following  were  copied: 

(Monument).   "John  B.  Underbill,  1791-186S.  Althea  V.  Bonnet, 

1795-1864.    Sarah    Ann,    their   daughter,    :820-i877."    North  side — 

"Peter  J.  Underbill,  born  August  4th,  1816,  died  August  301b,  J89S. 

Sarah  A.  his  wife  born  September  9th,  1S44,  died  August  19th,  1891" 

(Epitaph)  "So  he  giveth  his  beloved  sleep." 

Althea  V.  Bonnet,  wife  of  John  B.  Underbill,  died  October  26th, 

1S64,  aged  69  yrs.  &  18  days.    (Epitaph)  "She  rests  from  her  labour 

and  her  work." 
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John  Bonnet  Underbill,  died  July  26th,  186S,  aged  77  yrs,  3  mos. 
&  8  days.  (Epitaph)  "For  thou  shalt  eat  the  labour  of  t^ine  hands; 
happy  shalt  thou  be  and  it  shall  be  well  with  thee." 

Sirah  Ann,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Althea  V.  Underbill,  born 
February  26th,  1820,  died  August  24th,  1S77.  (Epitaph)  "The  Lord 
knoweth  the  day  of  the  upright  and  their  inheritance  shall  be 
forever." 

Infant  daughter  of  G.  B.  and  M.  L.  Underbill , (John  Q.  Under- 
bill's brother's  baby).  Bonnett,  Gallaudet,  Burtis,  Devau,  Bates, 
Wm.  L.  Seacord,  Daniel  Clark,  Clark  Seacord,  Mary  Ann  Seacord. 

On  a  large  Quiucy  Granite  Monument  is  cut  the  following:  (On 
face),  Benj.  F.  Underbill,  born  Sept.  13th,  1825,  d.  Sept.  13,  1896. 
(Epitaph).  "Thy  will  be  don'e."  On  right  side.  Caroline  A.  Seacord, 
wife  of  Benj.  F.  Underbill,  born  Aug.  31,  1830.  died  Sept.  20,  1896. 
(Epitaph).  "She  hath  done  what  she  could.  " 

(Monument).  Abraham  L.  Underbill,  born  Jan.  21st,  ]8c>2,  died 
Dec.  24th ,  1S75.     His  wife,  born  Mch.  12,  1793,  died  April  13,  1884. 

A  new  stone  Church  stands  where  the  old  frame  one  stood  until 
1897.  The  first  Church  building  was  erected  in  j 7 S3,  rebuilt  in  1838, 
and  the  present  edifice  in  1S97. 

Diagonally  opposite  is  the  residence  of  John  Bonnet  Underbill, 
occupied  for  several  years  after  his  death  by  his  son,  Geo.  W.  L. 
Underbill,  who  now  lives  in  the  village  of  New  Rochelle.  His  son 
was  John  Q.  Underbill,  afterwards  a  member  of  Congress.  His 
brother(  John  Q's)lives  at  the  farm,  corner  Quaker  Street  and  North, 
the  house  being  in  sight  from  the  Church. 

Mamaroneck  Burial  Places. 

The  Public  Burying  Ground,  the  Mil ler,  Purdy,  Gedney,  Haviland 
and  Hedden  places  of  sepulture  at  Mamaroneck,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y.,  were  inspected  on  August  31,  1901.  The  Committee  also 
visited  an  undertaker  in  the  village,  who  informed  us  that  the  bodies 
in  the  graveyard  of  the  M.  E.  Church  had  been  removed  and  the 
names  were  published  in  the  Mamaroneck  Register,  but  no  copy  of 
the  paper  could  be  procured,  so  they  could  not  be  obtained. 

The  Hedden  Graveyard  had  been  surrounded  by  a  high  board 
fence  by  the  Harbor  Heights  Association,  rendering  it  unapproach- 
able. 
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The  Public  Burying  Ground. 
In  the  Public  Burying  Ground  was  found  the  following  inscrip- 
tion on  a  slab  lying  prone  but  raised  from  ground  on  brick  piers. 
To  the  Memory  of  the  Budd  family.  Underbill  Bndd,  died  May  17, 
1755.  Sarah,  wife  of  Underbill  Budd,  died  Aug.  19,  1798,  aged  SS, 
Mary  Budd,  died  1756,  aged  10  Col.  Gilbert  Budd,  died  Sept.  7th, 
1813,  aged  69.  Sarah,  wife  of  Andrew  Lyon.  Dr.  Gilbert  Budd,  died 
Oct.  14.  1805,  aj;ed  75.  (Epitaph) 

Whoe'er  thou  art  with  silent  footsteps  tread, 

The  hallowed  mould  were  he  reclines  his  head, 

Ah!  let  not  thoughtless  mirth  one  tear  deny, 

Hut  pensive  pause  where  trust  and  honor  lie, 

His  the  gay  wit  that  fond  attention  drew 

Oft  heard  delighted  by  a  friendly  few; 

The  heart  that  melted  at  another's  grief, 

The  hand  in  secret  that  bestowed  relief. 

Perhaps  ere  now  from  yonder  realm  of  day 

To  his  loved  relatives  he  sends  a  ray, 

Pleased  to  behold  affection  like  his  own 

With  filial  duty  raise  this  voiive  sione. 
At  the  head  of  this  grave,   and   against  the   biick   work  which 
supports  the  slab,  is  a  stone  on  which   is  the   following  inscription: 
In  Memory  of  Mary,  daughter  of   Will..   Underbill   and    Mrs.  Sarah 
Budd,  aged  10  yrs. 

Other  names  were  found  as  follows:  David  Barker  died  25th 
June,  1 S r 4 .  Mary  Morton,  wife  Gilbert  Horton,  died  July  8th,  179^. 
Epinetas  Hadden.  Jerome  B.  Hadden.  John  Landvine.  Noah 
Hill.  Lucretia  Hill.  Arthur  Nichols.  Catherine  Schener.  John 
Myrick,  U.  S.  N  ,  died  Sept.  17,  186?.  This  was  formerly  called  the 
Old  Town  Burying  Ground. 

Gkdnky  Burying  Ground 
The  Gedney  Burying  Ground  was  next  visited,  and  names  as 
follows  found:  Charles  M.  Hathaway.  Hedden.  Thomas  Woodhull. 
James  Gedney,  died  1766.  John  Gedney,  died  Oct.  3,  1766.  John 
Townsend.  Geo.  Lancey.  Gilbert  C.  Gedney,  died  1S53.  Elijah 
Dixon,  died  1733.  William  Dixon,  died  1787.  William  L.  Carpenter. 
Eli  Secor.  Elisha  Carpenter.  Horatio  Haviland,  died  aged  1  1 
months,  child  of  Gilbert  &  Martha  Gray.  Frederick  Moonie.  Benj. 
Gedney.    Henry  Gedney,  died  1845.    James  Gedney.  Anne  Gedney. 
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Hewlet  P.  Leake.  Mary  Gedney  Stanly,  wife  H.  P.  L.  David 
Stanley,  died  1845.  Way.      Anne   Gedney    Way.     Sly  van  .us 

Gedney.  Nancy  M.  Gedney.  Gilbert  Gedney.  David  Purdy.  Timothy 
H.  Gedney. 

Haviland  Burying  Ground. 
The  Haviland  Burying  Ground  contains  the  following  names: 
Sarah  Ann  Seymour,  wife  of  James  Haviland.  Waldon  K.  Haviland. 
Joseph  Haviland.  Jane  Haviland,  wife  of  Kliphalet  Todd.  Charlotte 
Haviland.  William  Haviland,  died  1 834.  John  Haviland.  William 
Haviland,  died  i860.  Robert  Parker,  died  1842.  William  Parker, 
died  1867.  John  S.  son  of  James  and  Phebe  Haviland.  Mary,  wife 
of  Edward  Haviland,  daughter'of  James  &  Elizabeth  Coles,  departed 
tills  life  1862.     Bartholomew  Haviland,  died  Oct.  28,  1851. 

Lvov  Miller  Graveyard. 
The  Lyon  Miller  graveyard  gavr  the  following  names.  It  was 
found  at  a  cross  road  triangle  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  over-run  by 
weeds  and  bushes:  Ezekiel  Bishop.  Elmira  Lewis.  Thomas  Haines. 
Susannah,  wife  of  Lyon  Miller,  died  1802.  Anna  Ann,  daughter  of 
Charles  Courtenay  and  Elizabeth  Bishop,  died  1847.  Charles 
Courtney.  Joseph  Theale.  Phebe,  wife  of  John  Doughty,  ditd  ]Si2. 
Anna  Miller. 

Purdy  Gravkyakd. 
The  Purdy  Graveyard  furnished  the  following  names:  Caleb  F. 
Purdy.  Deborah  Purdy.  Elizabeth  Purdy.  Nehemiah  Purdj* 
Samuel  Purdy.  Gabriel  Purdy.  William  H.  Purdy.  Caleb  F. 
Secor.  William  Secor.  Samuel  Purdy,  died  1821.  Glorana  Purdy, 
died  1 S 1 3 .  Sylvan  US  Purdy.    Phebe  Secor,  widow  of  James  Secor. 

Milton  Cemetery. 
Sep.  1st,  1901,  the  Milton  and  the  Greenwood  Union  Cemeteries 
at  Rve,  N.  Y.,  were  inspected  and  a  list  of  names  inscribed  from  the 
stones  therein.  In  the  Milton  Cemetery  the  following  were  found 
on  stones  overgrown  with  grass  and  bushes.  In  Memory  of  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Pekariah  and  Gipporah  Haws,  of  the  City  of  N.Y.,  who 
was  drowned  Nov  6,  1789,  a^ed  48  years.  Bird.  William  H.  Haviland 
Sarah  SnifTen,  Jesse  Park  Hunter.  Halstead.  Charity  Tilford.  In 
memory  of  Ezekiel  Halstead   who  departed   this  life   1805,   in  the 
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67th  year  of  his  age.    Thomas  Gedney,  who  departed  this  life  Sept. 

22,  1831.    Isaac  Norden  departed   this  life    1841.    Charles  Tilford, 

died  1S08     Gilbert  Brown,  died  1820.     Jelicant  Haight,    died  1832. 

Abigail,  wife  of  the  late  John  Haight,  died  Jany.  1851.    David  Reed, 

a  native  of  Ireland,  died  1845 

Greenwood  Union  Cemktkry. 

Among  the   few   names  of  interest   in   the  Greenwood  Union 

Cemetery  were  the  following :  Jonathan  H.  Gedney,  died   1886  aged 

—  y.  5  111.  13  days.     Margaret  Gedney,  wife  of  Jonathan  H.  Gedney, 

died  July  24,  1889,  aged  84  yrs.  4  m.  28. 1.    Mrs.  Hannah,  late  consort 

of  the  Rev.  Ephraim  Avery,  died  131I1  day  of  May,  1776,  39th  year  of 

her  age.  Rev.  James  Wetmore,  minister  of  the  paiish  of  Rye,  died  of 

the  smallpox  May  15,    1760.     Sacred   to  the   memory    of  the  Rev. 

Kbenezer  Pundersoo,  late  missionary  to  Rev'd  Society  for  Propagating 

the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  who  died  Dec.    22,   SeP.    A.    I)  ,  1764. 

being  sixty  years  of  age. 

Willi  Pure  Religion  was  his  Spirit  Fraught, 
Practised  Himself  what  he  to  others  taught. 

In  Memory  of  John  Griffen,  born  March  2nd,  I  7 6 r ,  died  April 
9th,  1797.  Benjamin  Griffen,  born  Aug.  20tb,  1753,  died  July  5.  1798. 
Annie  Griffen,  wife  of  James  Stephens,  born  June  27,  1844,  died 
Nov.  21,  1874.  Anna  A.  Griffen,  died  July  12,  1867.  Rev.  Beiij. 
Griffen,  born  June  6,  1 792,  died  June  20,  1 86 1 .  Ann  Maria  Thorne, 
wife  of  Rev.  Benj.  Griffen,  born  July  7,  rSol,  died  May  17,  1S74. 
Abraham  Guion  died  1855.  Garret  Vermilyta,  died  June  21,  1S80. 
David  Haviland,  died  Apiil  28,  1890,  a^ed  73  years.  Mary  S. 
Haviland,  died  Dec.  27,  1855,  aged  69  yrs.  Mead.  Gaskell.  Purdy. 
Geo.  I.  Seney,  died  1896.  Mary  L.  Haight.  wife  of  William  Hunt 
Gedney,  died  1884.  Joseph  Haight,  died  April,  1875.  Maria  Haight, 
died  March  2,  1869.  Walter  C.  Haight,  1S66-1883.  Phebe  Haight, 
born  Nov.  23,  1S20,  died  May  9,  1877.  Louisa  Lyon,  wife  of  Daniel 
Haight,  1844-1893.    Sleeps  to  wake. 

John  Underbill  Haight,  Jan'y.  1,  1879,  Oct.  11,  1898. 

Episcopal  Burying  Ground,  White  Plains. 
The  visits  of  the  committee  embraced  a   call  at  the  Episcopal 
Burying  Ground!;,  at  White  Plains,  Sept  2,  1901.    Interred  there  we 
found,  William  Thomas.    Gilbert   Hatfield,  died   1829.     Anna,  wife 
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of  Gilbert  Hatfield,  Nov.  25,  1808.  Charles  M.  Hatfield.  Cornelia, 
wife  of  Betts  Horton,  died  1S34.  Gilbert  Hortou.  John  Besson. 
Samuel  Archer.  William  Angevine,  died  Sept.  15,  1830.  Susan, 
wife  of  William,  died  May  3rd,  1857.  Jacob  Halstead,  died  March  8, 
1849.  Charity  Halstead,  wife  of  J.  H.,  died  April  10,  1802.  James 
Danforth,  died  1869.    Dr.  Livingston  Roe. 

Preskytkrian  Churchyard. 
The  Presbyterian  Churchyard  was  then  visited  and  the  names 
of  numerous  families  taken:  William  Minot  Mitchell,  died  1849. 
Caleb  M.  Fisher,  died  1828.  Joseph  Varian,  died  1828.  James  Varian, 
184 r .  Elizabeth  Cornell,  wife  of  James  Varian,  died  Aug.  28,  1863. 
James  Flanderow.  Elijah  Valentine.  Elijah  Oakley,  died  1S51. 
William  B.  Hunt.  Josephine  Hart,  wife  of  Jacob  Horton,  died  Sept. 
9.  i«°9 

In  Memory  of  Eli  Angevine,  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Margaret 
Underbill,  who  departed  this  life,  Sept.  ]8th,  1818,  aged  4  years  &  8 
days. 

Sleep  011  sweet  babe,  And  take  thy  rest. 
God  called  thee  home.JFor  He  thinks  best. 

In  Memory  of  Jonathan,  son  of  Joshua  and  Margaret  Underhill, 
who  departed  this  life  Sept.  5,  18:1,  aged  two  months. 

Sleep  on,  dear  babe,  yonr  rest  be  here 
Till  Christ  our  Saviour  doth  appear. 

In  Memory  of  Margaret,  wife  of  Joshua  Underhill,  who  departed 
this  life  Sept.  12,  1816,  aged  44  years,  4  months  &  2  days. 

Also  Caleb,  son  of  Joshua  and  Margaret  Underhill,  who  departed 
this  life  Sept.  12th,  1816. 

In  Memory  of  Elizabeth  M.,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Margaret 
Underhill,  who  died  April  19th,  1848,  aged  35  years  »t  15  days. 
(Epitaph)  "And  he  said  unto  me,  my  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee." 

In  Memory  of  Susanna,  wife  of  Joshua  Underhill,  aged  34  yrs. 
1  months  &  18  days.  (Epitaph) 

"And  Mary  said  my  soul  doth  magnify  the  I.ord. 
And  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour." 
In  Memory  of  Mary  Underhill,  wife  of  Barnes  Underhill,  ditd 
March  20,  1866,  aged  8r.  years.  (Epitaph) 

"Happy  soul,  thy  days  ended, 
All  thy  mourning  days  below. 
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In  Memory  of  EfTama,  daughter  of  Benjamin  &  Elizabeth 
Underbill,  died  April  5th,  1864,  aged  79  yrs.  6  mos.  2  days. 

(Epitaph) 
'•III  such  an  hour  ye  think  not 
The  Sou  of  Man  eometh. 

In  Memory  of  Elizabeth,  widow  of  the  late  Benjamin  Underbill, 
who  departed  this  life  Dee.  24.  1838,  aged  ninety-one  years,  five 
months  and  two  days     "The  righteous  hath  hope  in  their  death." 

In  Memory  of  Benjamin  Underbill,  who  departed  this  life 
September  22nd,  181S,  aged  seventy-six  years  and  one  day.  "If  a 
man  die  shall  he  live  again;  all  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I 
wait  till  my  change  comes." 

In  Memory  of  William  K.,  son  of  Richard  &  Susan  Griffen,  who 
died  Aug.  19,  1825,  JE  3  years,  I  mo.  &  3  days. 

Joshua  Underbill,  died  Dec.  1,  1852,  aged  76  years  9  months  &  9 
days.     (Epitaph)  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth." 

In  Memory  of  Mary,  wife  of  Joshua  Underhill  &  daughter  of 
Nicholas  &  Hannah  Underhill,  who  died  July  13,  1S25,  Ai  3  years  & 
4  days.    "The  righteous  bath  hope  in  their  death." 

In  Memory  of  Joshua,  son  of  Joshua  &  Mary  Underhill,  who 
died  Nov.  22,  1822. 

TtlK  GkAVK 
OF 

Nathaniel 
Undkkhii.l 
who  died 
May  1 1,  1S3  r 
Aged  31  years 
&  8  days. 

(Epitaph)  "The  bruised  reed  be  will  not  breake" 
In  memory  of  Hannah,  wife  of  Gilbert  Underbill,  who  died  July 
22,  1829,  aged  46  years,  5  months  &  4  days. 

Monmouth  Hart,  died  July  27,  1845.  Andrew  Harris,  died  1833. 
Monmouth  Hart,  died  Jan'y  26,  1832. 

Dusenbury.    Fisher.    Horton.  Vail,  Purdy.  Parson.  Angevine. 

Rural  Cemetery. 
The  Rural  Cemetery,  also  at  White  Plains,  was  then  visited  on 
same  day.    The  names  found  are  as  follows: 
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McCord.  Abraham  Miller.  Abraham  Davis.  John  Palmer". 
Tanner  Hall.  Mary,  wife  of  John  Gedney.  Samuel  Brundage.  Fisher. 

Sophia,  wife  of  William  Chase,  died  1  S_| 5 .  Jane  Hart,  wife  of 
John  Hart.    Jacob  Springsteel.    George  Wood. 

John  A.,  sou  of  John  and  Jane  Haviland,  died  : S55. 

Bodney  de  Berrier  Griffin,  Born  in  New  York  Jan'y  7,  1S71,  died 
at  White  Plains  July  17,  1871. 

Edgar  Oriel  1,  died  1871.  Oscar  N.  Odell,  died  1879.  David  Odell, 
departed  this  life  Dec.  1,  1856.  Lucinda  Oiiell,  wife  of  William 
MeHenrv.     Robert  Miller. 

Samuel  Crawford,  died  Oct.  8,  1813.  Anne,  wife  of  Samuel 
Crawford,  afterwards  wife  of  Andres  Onderdonk. 

Thomas  B.  Odell,  Co.  L. ,  3  N.  Y.  Art.  Gilbert  T.  Odell,  ditd 
July  19-18.    Samuel  H.  Sutton,  died  1888. 

D.  Morgan  Underbill,  born  May  3,  1 S 3 r ,  died  Oct.  17,  1890.  Ann 
Eliza,  wife  of  born  Jnne  14,  1844,  died  June  24th,  1897. 

St.  George's  Episcopal  Churchyard. 

A  trip  to  Astoria,  Long  Island,  was  made  on  Sept.  7,  i9or,  and 
the  St.  George's  Episcopal  Churchyard  was  visited,  and  the  following 
inscriptions  from  stones  therein  were  copied:  Arthur  Blackwell,  died 
1882.    Helen  Jane  Kinemeat.    Charles  Rappelyea,  died  1834. 

In  Memory  of  Eliza,  wife  of  John  Field,  died  May,  1852. 

Eli/.abeth  Field,  died  Nov.  6,  1838. 

Sarah  M.  Field,  departed  this  life  May  22,  1818, 

Rev.  Marshall  Whitney,  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  2,  1S53. 
Jane  Bragart.  Elizabeth  Fanington.  Plot  of  John  A.  Bartow. 
F:iizabeth  Van  Dyke.  Fldward  W.  Hewitt.  Plot  of  Samuel  B.  liar- 
tow  and  Henry  Trowbridge. 

The  oldest  gravestone  has  the  following  inscription :  Hier  puthet 
inGott,  Herr  Thomas  Schnltz  Gebooen,  den  7th  May,  1792.  James 
Welling. 

Reformed  Church  Graveyard. 

In  the  First  Reformed  Church  graveyard  were  found  three  vaults 
with  a  monument  over  each,  with  the  following  inscriptions: 
Whitnev  family  vault;  this  one  was  entirely  filled. 

Stephen  A.  Halsey  family  vault.  Contained  no  bodies  as  they 
were  all  removed. 
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Thorburn  family  vault.  In  this  vault  was  room  for  only  two 
more  bodies. 

Methodist  Graveyard. 
A  call  was  made  on  Mr.  John  Halsey,  an  old  resident  of  Astoria, 
who  informed  us  that  he  was  acquainted  with  a  Dr.  Underbill,  who 
had  lived  iu  Astoria  fifty  years  previous.  Mr.  Halsey  also  informed 
us  we  would  find  the  Methodist  Church  graveyard  cm  Main  Street; 
and  by  calling  on  Mr.  Hallett,  who  kept  a  hardware  store,  on  same 
street,  Mr.  Hallett  took  key  to  graveyard  gate  and  opened  same. 
Inside  was  found  the  remains  of  what  was  once  the  Methodist  grave- 
yard, but  in  so  dilapidated  and  filthv  a  condition  caused  by  its 
having  been  used  as  a  pig  pen  and  poultry  yard  by  the  tenants 
occupying  tbe  adjourning  tenement,  which  had  formerly  been  the 
Methodist  Church.  Only  a  f<-w  gravestones  remained  and  (hose 
principally  of  the  Hallett  Family.  It  was  expected  the  bodies  would 
be  removed  in  the  near  future.  These  inscription  were-  copied. 
Mrs.  Tiny,  wife  of  William  Stratton,  died  Apl.  21  1S22.  S.  H.  AGd. 
78.  B.  H.  1749.  I).  H.  1760.  S.  H.  1763  S.  H.  1752.  J.  White, 
d'd  16  34  arch,  1826.     Abraham  Ludlam.  John  bud  lam,  Dec.  19,  1829 

First  Pkesb\tekian,  Newark,  N.J. 

Sept.  28,  1 901,  a  visit  of  the  Burial  Place  Committee  was  paid  to 
the  iMist  Presbyterian  Church  graveyard,  Broad  Street  Newatk,  N  J. 
The  oldest  tombstone  dates  to  1704,  and  many  dates  are  from  1760  to 
1800.  Among  names  appearing  on  tombstones  are  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  Cnpt.  Wheeler,  died  May  2,  1833.  Samuel  E.  Farrand.  Martha, 
widow  of  David  Williams,  died  May  29th,  1790. 

On  a  gravestone  in  the  side  of  Church  surrounded  by  a  brick 
frame  is  this  inscription.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Abigail,  wife  of 
Deacon  Samuel  Atling,  aged  54  years,  who  died  Sept.  ye  8,  1758. 
Underneath  this  inscription  cut  later  in  the  stone,  is:  Daughter  of 
Rev  John  Pruden,  Second  Minister  of  this  Church. 

Henry  A.  Halsey,  died  Feb.  17,  1S74. 

Henry  Hedden.  died  Nov.  25,  1822. 

Uzal  Hedden,  died  Oct.  31,  1841. 

Sylvan  us  Baldwin,  died  Dec.  4,  1779. 

S.  H.  Plum— vault! 
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Monument—  Lydia  A.  Andreas,  wife  of  Nicholas  Delaplaine,  died 
5th  Feb.,  1821.    Col.  Stephen  Hays,  who  died  May  13,  1837. 
Isaac  Tichenor,  died  Oct.  17,  1850. 

Here  lyes  the  bodv  of  John  Camp,  who  departed  this  life  1 769. 
Elias  Wood,  Aged  73  years. 

On  a  slab  raised  above  the  ground  is  this  inscription:  Here  lyes 
ye  remains  of  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Jabtz  Wakeman,  ye  faithful  Pastor  of 
ye  Church  of  Christ  in  this  place,  who  departed  this  life  Oct'br  8th, 

1  704,  vEtates  26th.  Hoc  lene  in  tumulo  Wakeman  venerabilis  ossa. 
By  him  lies  his  son  Samuel,  who  died  Sept  29,  1704,  States  2d. 

In  Memory  of  Esther,  Wife  of  Alexander  Eagles,  Who  Departed 
This  Life  Novr.  12,  1786,  in  the  35th  year  of  her  Age. 
Epitaph  on  a  tombstone  is  the  following: 

A  blooming  youth  lies  buried  here, 
And  one  that  sought  the  Lord  with  fear. 

Nathan  F.  Wood.  Elias  Beach,  died  Nov.  5,  1851.  Samuel  U. 
Browne,  died  March  28th,  1834,  aged  40  yrs.  61110s.  &  21  days. 
John  Hammond  died  Aug.  4,  r852.  Benton  M.  Harris,  born  July  io, 
1825,  died  July  23rd,  1S26.    Oliver  Halstead  died  July  24th,  1827. 

A  description  of  Newark's  First  Presbyterian  Church  with  illus- 
tration (and  old  burying  ground)  appeared  in  N.Y.  Tribune  of  Sept. 

2  2d,  1901. 

Mount  Pleasant  Ckmetery. 

A  few  inscriptions  from  stones  in  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery,  at 
Belleville,  N.  J.,  were  copied  on  same  day. 

Florence  H.  Joy,  wife  of  George  R.  Swain,  1872-1901. 

Cornelia  Leverich,  wife  of  Joseph  W.  Duryee,  born  27th  Feb., 
1796,  died  Feb.  6th,  1848. 

On  a  monument  was  this  inscription,  J.  M.  Quimby,  died  1824. 

No  Underbills  were  recorded  on  the  books  of  this  cemetery.  The 
Mt.  Pleasant  Cemetery  was  incorporated  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
January  24th,  1S44. 

New  York  Cemeteries. 
On  November  cth,  1901,  the  herein-named  Cemeteries  were  vis- 
ited.   The  New  York  City  Marble  Cemetery,  The  New  York  Marble 
Cemetery,  and  St.  Marks  Episcopal  Churchyard. 
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The  New  York  City  Marblh  Ckmktery 

Tliis  Cemeiery  is  situated  on  Second  Street,  between  First  and 
Second  Avenues.  This  was  at  one  time  a  fashionable  burial  place,  in 
which  many  of  the  old  families  of  New  York  are  laid  away,  all  in 
vaults  underground,  there  being  no  graves. 

One  vault  contained  the  remains  of  President  James  Monroe, 
which  were  subsequently  removed  to  Richmond,  Va. 

The  remains  of  Ericsson,  the  inventor,  weie  placed  here  prepara- 
tory to  shipment  to  Sweden. 

Among  the  names  copied  from  the  vault  fronts,  many  of  whom 
were  connected  with  the  Underbill  family  were: 

Name  Vault  No.  Name  Vault  No. 

Marshall  O.  Roberts   90       Robert  Tier   137 

Moses  Taylor   93        Ephraim  Treadwell  131 

Samuel  Kissam    56       Robert  Lenox  124 

James  Watson  Webb   9        Henry  Kneeland   115 

Benjamin  Ferris     40        Maximtis  Willett  249 

Isaac  Varian   87       Samuel  Kip,  Kip's  Bay   241 

James  Van  Antwerp  [75        Kber  Wheaton  227 

Thomas  W.  Thome  173       John  Harris   87 

William  Durke  and  John  Townsend,  Jr   78 

William  Uakewell  and  John  Cole  263 

Collin  Read  and  Phila  Delaplaine  203 

William  E  Treadwell  (monument). 

A  vault  cover  had  on  it  this  inscription:  Ministers'  Vault  of  the 
First  Protestant  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
No.  267. 

Thr  New  York  Marble  Cemetery 
This  Cemetery,  situated  on  Second  Avenue,  between  Second  and 
Third  Streets,  with  an  entrance  on   Second  Avenue  between  houses, 
also  contains  the  burial  places  of  many  of  the  old  families  of  the  city: 
Name  Vault  No.  Name  Vault  No. 

Robert  Center  &  Seth  Grosvenor    106    Benjamin  Haight   96 

Moses  H.  Grinnell   68    David  Haight   117 

Anthony  Dey  122    Benjamin  Baily   22 

Daniel  Lord  135    Uriah  B.  Scribner   10 
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On  the  rear  wall  is  a  lar^e  slab  with  an  index  of  the  names  of  the 
vault  owners  and  the  Ten  Commandments,  all  of  which  were  cut  in 
the  stone.  One  hundred  and  fifty  four  names  are  cut  on  this  slab, 
the  vaults  of  which  are  in  both  cemeteries  On  the  wall  to  the  ri^ht 
of  the  entrance  east  end  of  Cemeteiy  is  a  slab  with  the  name,  New 
York  Marble  Cemetery,  and  the  history  of  same ,  but  so  obliterated  it 
cannot  be  made  out.  A  remarkable  fcatuie  of  this  Cemetery  is — no 
a  date  appears  anywhere. 

St.  Mark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Chivkch yakd. 

The  Churchyard  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chun  h  of  St.  Mark, 
Second  Avenue  and  Muy vesant  Place  (Ninth  Street),  contains  vaults 
of  manv  of  the  old  families  of  the  city,  such  as  Suydam,  Reese, 
Lydig,  Carpenter,  Graef,  Townsend,  Lawrei.ce,  Tredwell,  Cat  tin. 

Here  A.  T.  Stewart  was  buried,  and  from  this  vault  his  remains 
were  stolen.  In  the  east  side  of  the  foundation  of  the  Church  is  a 
slab  containing  an  inscription  to  the  memory  of  Peter  Stuxvesant, 
once  a  Governor  of  Manhattan. 

The  Hebrew  Cemkteky. 

The  Hebrew  Cemetery,  in  Eleventh  Street  near  Sixth  Avenue, 
was  visited  November  I2lh,  1 901.  It  contains  a  monument  and 
twenty  graves.  It  is  a  small  triangular  lot.  The  oldest  tombstone 
bears  this  inscription:  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Cheny  Morse,  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  died  Oct.  5,  1823.  The  monument  bears  the  fol- 
lowing inscription :  Sacred  tothememoiv  cf  Joshua  Cantor,  son  of 
Jacob  Cantor,  President  of  Island  of  St.  Croix,  Died  28th  Oct.,  1826, 
aged  81  years.  (In  this  inscription  were  interspeised  Hebiew  words.) 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Ckmkthries. 
On  December  2nd,  i9or,  two  Cemeteries  in    Bridgeport,  Conn., 
were  visited — the  Mountain    Grove   and    the   Lakeview.     There  had 
been  on  Division  Street  another  one  known   as  the  Mutton  Le^j,  the 
bodies  in  which  had  been  taken  up  and  interred  in  Mountain  Grove. 

Mountain  Grove  Cemhtery. 
This  Cemetery  was  incorporated  in  1849,  and  the  first  interment 
was  in  1850.    A  search  of  the  records  revealed   two  Underhill  names 
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only.  They  were— Sec.  17,  Lot  48,  Minott  Osborn  Underbill,  10  mos, 
old.  Mary  Hoyt  McNeil  Underbill,  29  yrs.,  born  in  Bridgeport, 
married,  lived  in  St.  Louis,  died  in  Potoso,  Mexico,  buried  in  same 
plot.  Huldah  Angus  McNeil,  aged  75  years,  and  Griswold  Hubbell, 
aged  75  years.  Nearby  are  graves  of  Huldah,  Mary  Hoyt,  Augustus, 
Eliza,  Maria  and  Sarah  McNeil. 

Lakrvikvv  Ckmethry. 
The  Lakeview  Cemetery  is  no  older  than   the   Mountain  Grove. 
No  Underbills  are  known  to  have  been  buried  there. 

Pkouannock  Cemetery. 

The  Pequannock  Cemetery  was  visited,  in  which  were  found 
these  varieties  of  gravestones — soapstone,  brown,  gray  and  blue,  aid 
while  marble.  The  D.  A.  R.  have  erected  a  beautiful  entrance,  con- 
sisting of  two  square  pillars,  containing  the  Emblem  of  the  Society, 
and  about  forty  names  of  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

The  oldest  graves  in  this  Cemetery  are  two,  inscribed  as  follows: 
S.  W   Decembr  iS,  1776.     1688  A.D.    These  are  blue  soapstone. 

The  Cemetery  was  in  fine  order  and  contains  the  names  of  some 
of  the  oldest  Connecticut  families.  Among  them  are  Hawley,  Knapp 
and  Ro^s.  The  following  inscriptions  of  the  Odell  family  were 
copied:  Lydia  Odell,  died  Jany  8,  185 1,  aged  53  yrs.  Crisel  Odell, 
died  Jany  20th,  1842,  aged  S3  years  Isaac  Odell,  died  Eeby  22,  1826, 
aged  68  years. 

There  is  also  an  old  Cemetery  at  Milford. 

Congregational  Cemetery,  Hartford. 
The  burying  ground  attached  to  the  "Church  of  Christ  Center 
Congregational,"  erected  1638,  at  Hartford,  Conn.-,  was  visited.  Sev- 
eral of  the  Connecticut  Colonial  Governors,  with  some  of  the  Gover 
nors  after  the  Union,  were  buried  here.  The  Gate,  an  iron  archway 
supported  by  two  brick  pillars,  was  erected  to  the  memory  of  John 
Haynes,  the  first  Governor  (Colonial). 

Bath  Graveyard. 
The  graveyard  at  Bath,  on  the  Bloomingdale  Road,  near  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  was  inspected,  and  many  of  the  Townsend  family  were  found 
buried  there.    Inscription:    Absolom   Townsend,  d.  June  4th,  1817, 
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aged  70  years,  6  mos.  24  days.  Epitaph,  "Write,  blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth;  yea,  sayeth  the  Spirit,  that 
they  rest  from  their  labors  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

Helena  DeKay,  d.  Oct.  19th  1814,  aged  68  years  2  mos.  &  7  days. 


Obey  the  Gospel  call 

And  enter  while  you  may; 

The  flock  of  Christ  remains  still  small 
And  none  are  safe  but  they. 

Lord,  open  sinners'  eyes 

Their  sinful  state  to  see, 
And  make  them  ere  the  storm  arise 

To  thee  for  safety  flee. 


Whosoever  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God 
shall  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life, 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Francis  Jay  Underhill,  Chairman. 


COAT-ARMOR  COMMITTEE. 

Manhattan,  N.  Y.  C,  May  13,  1905 
The  Coat-Armor  to  appear  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1904-05  is 
as  follows: 


Epitaph 


Shield. — Argent,  3  trefoils,  slipped  vert. 


Chevron — Gules. 


Crest— On  a  mount  vert  a  buck  lodged  Or, 


Motto — "Vive  et  Ama. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Doremus,  Chairman 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  May  13,  1905 
Your  Librarian  begs  to  submit  the  following  report.  During  the 
past  year  there  have  been  received  the  following  accessions  to  the 
Library.  Ey  gift  from  Stephen  Isaac,  Cornwall,  N.  Y.,  94  volumes. 
From  Rev.  A.  B.  Sanford,  92  volumes,  pamphlets  and  magazines. 
From  Bishop  E.  G.  Andrews,  (M.  E.  Church)  23  volumes.  From 
Mrs.  O.  B.  Washburn,  7  volumes.  From  Mrs.  R.  O.  Dorentus,  135 
volumes,  10  pamphlets,  etc.  From  Henry  C.  Warner,  199  W.  134th 
Street,  N.  Y.  City,  2  almanacs  and  6  newspapers.  Estate  late 
Haunah  M.  Isaac,  79  volumes(deposited).  From  Dept.  of  Finance,  N. 
Y.,  2  volumes.  From  Amy  E.  Hull,  Baltimore,  Md.  one  book.  "Old 
Sands  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  by  Warriner,  purchased 
for  25  cents.  From  Miss  Martha  Young,  34  magazines.  Many  other 
donations  have  been  made  by  various  persons,  which  are  not 
classified. 

LIST  OF  PHOTOS  AND  PICTURES  ADDED  SINCE  LAST  REPORT. 
No.  470,  Capt.  Thaddeus  Avery,  born  1749,  died  1836  (half-tone 
reproduction).  471,  Brooklyn  Alumni  Group  (photo).  472,  Lyn- 
brook,  L.  I..  N.  Y.  (group  phom,  incl.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  Stephen 
G.  Underhill).  473-474,  Franris  Willard  Underhill,  Mrs.  Katherine 
(  Hilling)  Underbill,  Golden  Wedding,  Sept.  9,  1905  (group  clipping). 
475,  Walter  Underhill.  Jr.  (photo).  476,  Bertha  Putnam,  adopted 
daughter  of  Ira  B  Underhill  (in  group  photo).  477,  478,  479,  480 — 
1,  G-rardus  DeForeest  Underhill;  2,  Lillie  ^Stevenson)  Underhill;  3, 
Walter  DeForeest  Underhill;  4, 'Charles  Watts  Underhill(group  photo). 

481,  Monument  to  Myles  Standish,  South  Duxbury,  Mass.  (clipping). 

482,  Arthur  B.  Underhill,  Springfield,  Mass.  (clipping). 

Submitted. 

Lucinda  H.  Underhill,  Librarian 


REPORT  OF  NECROLOGIST. 

Brooklyn,  May  13,  1905 
Your  necrologist  reports  but  one  member  died  during  year. 
Robert  T.  Underhill,  died  at  Skaneateles,  N.  Y. 
Yours, 

Josephine  Lower  re,  Necrologist 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

4,UJ<ir>KKHILI-  SOCIETY  OK  AMERICA" 

••   i  (Ptjiiod  from  May  ist,  1904,  to  May  Sih,  1905)  >i» 

Your  Treasurer  would   respectfully  ask  your  attention  to -the  following 

Report  of  the  financial  condition  for  the  year  1904-1,905:  j 

RECEIPTS 

From  Dues  and  "Newes  from  America"   $108.50 

Errors  and  omissions  not  accounted  for    4  21 

Balance  on  hand  ,   75-22 


EXPENDITURES 

1 904 

May    1— K.  K  Todd   $14  75 

24 — Janitor  Fr,  Mtj/.  House. .2  00 

June  14 — Sec.  Expense  200 

18—    "       "   ...5  00' 

18 —  "      !'   .2.00 

24 — L.  Huhhell    )  25 

24  —  E.  K.  Todd  12  25 

Sept  22 —  "   14  00 

Oct.  11 — Sec.  Ex   2.00 

17  —    "    postal  cards  3  00 

26 — J.  D    Felter  2  00 

Nov.  4 —Sec.  Fx  ,   200 

Nov.  15 —    "   2  00 

26 — J.  D.  Felter  0.75 

26 — K.  S.  Torrev  [.00 

Monument  Fund 


$jS7.93 


Nov. 
D  c 

Jan. 


Feby 
Mch. 


Apl 
May 


26 — S--C  Ex.  Lib'y  .25 
5—    "   2.00 

3 — Sec.  Ex.  ....2  00 

3 — E.  K.  Todd.  ...2  50 

5—  Sec.  Ex  2.00 

19 — Treas.  Ex  1.26 

30 — Sec.  Ex  2  50 

.7—  .."....,..3.00 

6—  E.  K.  Todd. .20. 75 
14 — Sec.  Ex  3.00 


27 —    "    Janitor... 2  00 

31—  "   3  10 

11 —  "  Typew'g  2.00 
13 —  "   2  00 

12 —  "  Type w'g..2.oo 

Balance  May  8th,  1905. 


$1 16. 86 
..571.07 


May  I,  1904 — In  Bank    

Interest  to  date  

May  16,  1904 — Mrs.  L.  G.  Lawrence. 


.$2.631 . 10 
•       83  26 
50.00 

$2,764.36 


E.  C.  UnderhiUv,  Treasurer. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Report  printed  July,  1912  D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILI,,  Cor.  Sec. 
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UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 

19S  Rutledge  Street,  Krookl'yn,  N.  Y. 
(Organized  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1892) 
(Incorporated  February  7.  1903.     Certificate  filed  February  24,  1903.) 
Motto:  "Livk  and  Lovk,  Ever  Looking  Upwards." 


Bnuual  IReport  b\?  its  Secretary? 

Brooklyn,  Nkw  Yokk,  May  12th,  1906 
To  the  Members  of  the  U.  S.  a. 

Your  Secretary  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  Fourteenth  year  of  the  Society  just  eloi— 1  has  been  the  most 
trying  year  in  its  history.  At  the  very  beginning  of  our  year,  May 
21st,  1905,  our  beloved  President,  Mrs.  R.  OgdRN  Doremcs,  died, 
followed  by  the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest  Honorary  Members,  Mrs. 
Hannah  KMiiRY,  of  Washington,  Vt.,  111  July,  1905.  The  next  to 
die  was  Chairman  of  our  Finance  Committee,  Ki.ias  H,  t'Nl)KRHll,r4. 
who  died  October  17th,  1905.  Then  one  of  our  Vice-Presidents,  and 
an  active  worker  in  the  early  history  of  the  Society,  died  on  Nov- 
ember 12th,  1905,  Francis  F.  Undkrhiu,.  Peter  U.  Fowler,  a 
life  member,  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  being  also  on  several  Com- 
mittees, died  in  Yonkers,  January  13th,  1906.  Pkok  R.  OgdHn 
Dokkmus,  died  March  22nd,  1906,  ten  months  after  his  wife;  and 
the  last  death  is  that  of  Hon.  Isaac  Towsend  Smith,  in  his  93rd 
year,  an  interested  member. 

Several  names  have  been  dropped  and  two  resignations  have  been 
offered. 

The  finances  of  the  Society  have  been  very  low,  so  that  no  print- 
ing could  be  done,  and  on  January  26th  your  Secretary  came  down 
with  pneumonia  and  was  confined  to  the  house  for  two  months;  in 
consequence  of  which  sickness  the  February  17th  meeting,  which 
was  to  have  been  held  in  the  Und.erh.ill  Society  library,  was  omitted. 

Your  Secretary  was  obliged  to  abstain  from  any  more  work  than 
was  necessary,  and  therefore  the  correspondence  fell  behind. 

The  Executive  Committee  meetings  have  been  well  attended  and 
much  interest  taken  in  the  business  part  of  the  Society. 
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What  we  need  is  some  new  members  to  take  the  places  of  those 
leaving  us 

During  the  past  year  your  Secretary  has  visited  the  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society  Library  on  Monday  evenings, 
making  researches  from  S  to  10  o'clock. 

The  History  is  progressing  slowly,  and  work  on  the  Seventh 
Generation  has  been  bygun  There  are  now  nearly  800  names 
recorded  in  descent  from  Captain  John  Underbill  in  the  male  line. 

Correspondence  is  being  carried  on  with  members  of  the  family 
in  Kn gland,  which  substantiates  the  lineal  descent  of  Captain  John 
from  Fdward  Underbill,  the  "Hot  Gospeller." 

Correspondence  is  also  being  carried  on  with  members  of  the 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  other  Southern  State 
branches  of  the  Family,  descendants  of  Giles  Underbill. 

Your  Secretary  hopes  that  he  will  be  able  to  have  the  style  and 
make  up  of  the  History  by  another  year,  so  that  subscriptions  for  the 
History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Underbill  Family  may  be  asked  for. 

The  Uibrary  of  the  Society  is  now  housed  at  198  Rutledge  Street, 
and  is  open  to  members  of  the  Society  at  any  time  they  wish  to  call. 

Members  are  invited  to  contribute  furniture,  books,  pamphlets, 
or  money,  so  as  to  make  the  library  an  interesting  feature  of  the 
Society,  and  a  place  where  records  and  manuscripts  may  be 
consulted. 

The  material  of  over  30  years  collecting  is  being  made  accessible 
for  reference  by  the  card  system  and  slips  of  reference,  so  that  any 
date  of  birth,  marriage,  or  death,  or  place  of  residence,  business,  or 
anything  pertaining  to  the  life  of  an  Underbill,  may  be  found  at  a 
moment's  notice. 

An  Index  and  Clipping  Bureau  is  being  extensively  built  up, 
so  that  members  may  look  up  general  information  on  any  subject, 
which  is  arranged  in  card  system  and  ready  for  reference. 

The  L/ibrary  Committee  will  meet  soon  and  see  what  can  be  done 
to  build  up  the  Library. 

The  rest  of  my  report  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittees.   We  need  an  Endowment  Fund  for  our  Society  Library. 
Mail  matter  received  June  23,  1 879,  to  May  12,  1906. ..(pieces)  ..3,503 
Mail  matter  sent  out  March  1,  1894,  to  May  12,  1906  "   15,800 
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MINUTES  OF  THE 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING. 

The  Underbill  Society  of  America  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  D. 
Harris  Underbill,  198  Rutledge  Street.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on 
September  4th,  1905.  There  were  present,  the  Misses  Lowerre,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reuben  H.  Underbill.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  D.  Harris  Underbill, 
Miss  Lucinda  EI.  Underbill,  Miss  Williams,  and  the  writer. 

G.  D.  Bertholf  took  the  minutes  at  the  request  of  Miss  Lowerre, 
the  Recording  Secretary.  Seveial  regrets  for  absence  were  received. 
Mr.  I).  Harris  Underbill  presided  in  the  absence  of  the  President 
and  Vice-Presidents. 

The  Place  of  Meeting  Committee  report  was  first  heard  to  the 
effect  that  the  April  and  Anniversary  Meetings  were  held  at  the 
the  Friends'  Seminary  Library,  at  the  corner  of  i6tb  Street  and 
Rutberf  urd  1'lace. 

The  meeting  for  the  seventh  day  of  October  was  then  discussed. 
After  some  length,  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Reuben  H.  Underbill  that 
the  place  of  meeting  for  October  7th  be  placed  at  the  option  of  the 
officers,  was  laid  aside  on  a  motion  by  Mrs.  D.  Harris  Underbill,  and 
seconded  by  Miss  Josephine  Lowerre,  to  have  the  meeting  in  the 
Friends'  Seminary  Library ,  corner  i6tb  Street  and  Rutherfurd  Place, 
New  York  City,  at  3  P.  M. 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  one  additional  member, 
Mrs.  Adrian  DeBevoise  Underbill,  Brooklyn. 

Coat-Armor  Committee  reported  progress. 

Mr.  D.  Harris  Underbill  reported  for  the  Monument  Committee 
that  Mrs.  Doremus  bad  received  from  Mr.  Amos  F.  Eno,  #25;  Mrs. 
Jones,  $10;  Mrs.  Hartley,  $100;  total  $135.  Total  amount  to  May  1st, 
1905,  '$2, 616. 60. 

The  Publication  Committee  reported  progress. 
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The  Library  Committee  reported  removal  from  400  South  Third 
Street  to  198  Rutledge  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  V.  City,  otherwise, 
progressing. 

The  Burial  Place  Committee  reported  through  Mr.  Francis  Jay 
Underhill,  Chairman,  who  was  visiting  various  places  near  Wimble' 
don,  England,  in  the  interests  of  the  Committee  and  Society. 

The  Visiting  Committee  reported  progress;  Miss  Hamilton  was 
credited  with  honorable  mention. 

The  Social  Committee  reported  progress. 

The  Necrologist  reported  two  deaths  during  the  year,  being 
Robert  Underhill,  and  Edward  Underhill,  of  Yonkers. 

The  Librarian  reported  that  a  statement  was  given  to  the 
Brooklyn  Eagle  to  the  effect  that  1,200  books  were  now  on  file  in 
our  library.  New  shelving  is  being  added.  A  desk  has  been  presented 
by  Mrs.  R.  Ogdeu  Doremus,  our  late  beloved  President. 

The  statement  by  the  Librarian  showed  that  the  Society  owed 
$60  for  past  rental.  It  was  decided  to  pay  $5  per  month  for  the 
continued  rental  of  the  library. 

The  acting  Secretary  then  made  a  motion  to  use  the  October 
Re-union  in  the  manner  of  a  Memorial  to  our  late  President. 
Seconded  by  Mrs.  Reuben  H.  Underhill. 

Motion  was  made  for  adjournment  by  Mr.  Reuben  H.  Underhill, 
seconded  by  Mrs.  C.  F.  Underhill. 

Respectfull}'  submitted, 

MiSS  J.  Low* ERR E,  Secretary 

per.  G.  D.  Bertholp. 
Sec.  pro  tern. 
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MRS.  R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS 


LATE  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE 
UNDERHILL  SOCIETY 
OF  AMERICA 


MEMORIAL  SKETCH 
ESTELLE  EMMA  (SKIDMORE)  DOREMUS 

(MRS.  ROBERT  OGDEN  DOREMUS) 
Born  May  Sixth,  1830.    Died  May  Twenty-first,  1905 

BY  D.  HARRIS  UNDRRHILL 
(Read  at  Underhill  Family  Reunion,  October  7th,  1905) 

Kstelle  Emilia  Skidmore  was  born  May  6th,  1830,  in 
New  York  City.  Her  father  was  Hubbard  Skidmore,  and 
her  mother,  Caroline  Avery.  Her  grandfather  was  Zophar 
Skidmore,  of  Long  Island,  born  1744, died  October  31,  1S22. 

The  Skidmores  date  back  to  William  the  Conqueror, 
when  "Sent  Scudamore"was  one  of  the  Conqueror's  Captains. 
Her  grandmother  was  Elizabeth  Underhill,  who  married 
Captain  Thaddeus  Avery,  of  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 
Elizabeth  was  the  daughter  of  Israel  Underhill,  a  great 
grandson  of  Captain  John  Underhill. 

On  October  1st,  1850,  she  married  Robert  Ogden 
Doremus,  born  in  New  York  City,  January  nth,  1824, 
descended  on  his  mother's  side  from  the  Ogden  family  of 
New  York  and  vicinity,  and  who  afterwards  became  the 
world-renowned  chemist,  Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doremus. 

Elizabeth  Underhill,  born  August  8th,  1762,  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Doremus,  married  Captain  Thaddeus  Avery, 
July  19,  1779.  He  died  May  22nd,  1804.  He  was  one  of 
the  heroes  of  '76, 

In  June,  1900,  I  received  an  invitation  from  Mrs. 
Doremus  to  attend  on  June  9th,  1900,  the  Unveiling  of  a 
Tablet  in  the  Avery  Homestead  at  Mount  Pleasant,  West- 
chester County,  N.  Y.,  to  be  her  guest  and  represent  the 
Underhill  Society  of  America  on  the  occasion.  I  was  highly 
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honored,  being  one  of  three  gentlemen  with  one  hundred 
ladies.  The  following  extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune 
of  June  nth,  1900,  gives  an  account  of  the  event. 

Two  special  cars  carried  the  members  of  the  New  York  City 
Chapter  of  the  D.A.R.to  Tarrvtown,  on  Saturday  morning,  June  9th, 
1900,  where  they  took  conveyances  to  Grasslands,  the  country  home 
of  William  F.  Cochran.  A  few  favored  men  were  of  the  party,  in- 
cluding Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  Donald  McLean,  and  D.  Harris 
Underbill,  Historian  of  the  Underbill  Society  of  America. 

Grasslands  is  the  old  Avery  Homestead.  Mrs.  Doremus  wa? 
Second  Regent  of  the  New  York  City  Chapter  D.  A.  R. 

Captain  Avery  protected  the  treasure  of  the  Continental  army. 
Mrs.  Avery  baked  bread  in  the  old  Dutch  oven  for  the  soldiers 

As  the  guests  arrived  the   band  struck  up  "The  Red,  White  and 
Blue."    After  an  exchange  of  greeting  and  welcome   the  Daughters 
gathered  upon  the  white  porch,  and   the  silver  tablet  to  be  placed 
over  the  old  Dutch  oven  was  presented  to  ?»lr.  Cochran  by  Mrs  R.O. 
Doremus   with   a   graceful   speech,  in    which  she  designated  it  as  a 
"red  letter  day"  for  the  star  Chapter  of  the  American  Revolution.  "I 
am  so  thankful,"  She  added,  "that  Mr.  Cochran  had  the   yood  ta^te 
to  preserve  the  old  oven  and  fireplace,  every  stone  of   which  appeals 
to  me  and  tells  thrilling  tales  of  war  and  its  horrors." 
Inscription  on  tablet  is: 
Captain  Thaddeus  Avery  was  branded  with  hot  irons  in 
this  room,  and  his  wife  threatened  with  death   by  the 
Hessians,  when  they  refused  to  divulge  t lie  hiding  place 
of  the  money  of   the   Continental  Army.     Mrs.  Avery 
baked  bread  in  this  oven  for  the  Revolutionary  soldiers. 
This  hero  and  heroine  were  the  grandparents  of  Mrs.  R. 
Ogden  Doremus,  Second  Regent  of  the  New  York  City 
Chapter  of  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  which 
organization  affixed  this  tablet  June  9th,  1900. 

Captain  Thaddeus  Avkry 
Born  October  30,  1749  Died  November  16,  1836 

Elizabeth  Underhill  Avery 
Born  August  8,  1762  Died  May  22,  1S41 

"  Vicit  ties  durum  pi  etas" 
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CAPTAIN  THADDEUS  AVERY 
Born  October  30,  1749.    Died  November  16,  1836. 

MARRIJvD 

ELIZABETH  UNDKRIIILb 
Horn  August  8,  1762.    Died  May  22,  1841. 


THE    AVERY  HOMESTEAD 

MOUNT  PLEASANT 

WESTCHESTER    COUNTY,    NEW  YORK 

;nun  this  house  Captain  Thaddeus  Avery  went  forth  to 
ight  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  He  and  the  neighboring 
;entlemen  banded  themselves  togetlier  and  offered  their 
erviees  and  their  lives  to  resist  oppression  and  wrong. 


Mrs.  Doremus  presented  the  Avery  Coat-of- Arms,  dating  back  to 
1314,  and  the  Commission  of  Thaddeus  Avery  as  Lieutenant  in  1776, 
as  well  as  his  Portrait  framed. 

Mr.  Cochran  accepted  the  gift  in  a  humorous  speech ,  in  which  he 
said:  "I  come  to  this  beautiful  spot  for  rest  of  mind  and  body,  but  you 
have  upset  all  my  proposed  comfort.  If  these  chimney  bricks  can 
tell  such  ghostly  tales,  how  am  I  to  escape  the  'headless  horseman' 
and  Hessians  with  branding  iron  in  my  firelight  dreams  ?  I  didn't 
know  all  this  when  I  bought  the  place.    However,  I  thank  you." 

The  assemblage  then  formed  into  line,  led  off  by  Mrs.  Doremus 
and  Mrs.  McLean,  Regent,  while  the  band  played  a  martial  air,  and 
passed  through  the  old  kitcnen,  where  the  tablet  was  placed  above 
the  old  oven,  the  first  nail  being  driven  by  little  Katherine  Doremus, 
the  real  great-granddaughter. 

At  a  late  hour  and  regretfully  the  "Daughters"  turned  cityward. 

On  this  occasion  I  took  with  me  the  Bible  of  Israel 
Underhill,  father  of  Elizabeth  Avery,  which  contained  the 
record  of  the  birth  of  Elizabeth  (Underhill)  Avery.  The 
members  were  verv  much  interested  in  the  old  Bible  record. 

From  the  time  of  her  marriage  in   1850,  in  the  South 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  Mrs.  Doremus  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  social  and  philanthropic  work  of  all  kinds. 

In  her  home  at  70  Union  Place,  New  York  City,  for 
25  years,  until  their  removal  to  241  Madison  Avenue,  a 
salon  existed  that  might  have  rivalled  some  of  the  famous 
ones  of  the  old  world. 

During  her  residence  in  Paris  her  receptions  were  a 
favorite  resort  of  foreign  princes.  In  later  life  that  same 
genial  hospitable  nature  was  predominant. 

Mrs.  Doremus  has  passed  several  seasons  abroad, 
visiting  the  Ancestral  Homes  of  the  Underbills  around 
Stratford-on-Avon,  particularly  Shakespeare's  home  "New 
Place,"  which  belonged  to  William  Underhill.    I  quote  the 
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words  from  an  article  in  the  Oyster  Bav  Pilot  ,of  October 
14th,  1 S99,  which  describes  her  j ast  as  I  have  found  her 
during  my  acquaintance: 

"She  is  a  woman  of  great  personal  attraction  and  inncl)  refine- 
ment of  taste,  highly  educated  and  cultivated;  she  is  a  ready  speaker 
and  wields  a  facile  pen;  in  short,  a  woman  combining  thr  qualifica- 
tions and  originality  that  go  to  make  a  leader  in  whatever  sphere  her 
lot  may  he  cast. '' 

She  took  great  interest  in  Musical  affairs  She  aided 
her  husband  in  making  the  Philhannouic  Society  the  pride 
of  the  city. 

From  ttie  Tribune  of  May  22nd,  1905. 

In  her  home  Mrs.  Doremus  not  only  reared  her  family  of  eight 
children,  seven  sous  and  a  daughter,  hut  also  dispenser!  hospitality 
for  a  quarter  of  a  centurv.  She  had  brilliant  conversational  power?, 
and  a  charm  of  manner  which  created  about  her  a  wide  circle  of 
friends.  She  had  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  country  and 
hosts  of  distinguished  friends  abroad.  There  gathered  at  her 
entertainments  statesmen,  professional  men,  men  of  affairs,  artist?, 
musicians,  actors  and  others  of  distinction.  These,  with  their  wives 
and  (laughters,  formed  a  "salon,"  in  which  those  who  entertained 
the  company  with  voice  or  instrumental  music,  with  their  wit  or 
fancies,  found  ever  an  appreciative  audience. 

Mrs  Doretnus  was  alwavs  ready  to  aid  in  charitable  work. 
The  Hospitals  and  dispensaries  connected  with  the  medical  colleges 
with  which  her  husband  was  associated  and  the  Nursery  and  Child's 
H  )spttal  shared  with  other  duties  a  goodly  part  of  her  attention.  In 
the  Civil  War  Mrs.  Ooreniiis  lived  for  nearly  two  years  in  Paris, 
her  husband  being  there  conducting  experiments  with  the  French 
goverment.  At  this  time  the  court  of  Napoleon  III.  was  at  its 
meridian,  and  the  American  colony  in  Paris  found  great  favor  in 
court  circles.  Mrs.  Doremus  and  her  husband  were  constantly  in 
contact  with  the  officers  in  the  army  and  the  most  distinguished 
scientists  of  the  day. 

On  Iter  return  from  Paris,  near  the  close  of  the  Civil  War, 
Mrs.  Doremus  plunged  at  once  into  the  work  of  aiding  those  who 


had  suffered.  She  did  mu.h  to  make  tlie  Sanitary  Fair  a  success,  and 
some  years  later  joined  with  others  in  organizing  the  French  Fair 
for  the  benefit  of  the  wounded  in  the  war  of  1870  in  France. 

The  first  time  that  I  met  Mrs.  Doremus  was  at  our 
Utiderhill  Society  of  America  Meeting  at  Reuben  H.  Under- 
bill's home  in  Brooklyn,  November,  1892. 

I  had  never  known  before  that  she  was  in  any  wise 
connected  with  the  Underbill  Family.  She  and  her  son 
Arthur  attended  the  meeting.  She  at  once  took  great 
interest  in  the  idea  of  a  Monument  to  Captain  John  Under- 
bill. From  that. day  till  the  day  of  her  deith  our  work 
went  ban  I  in  hand.  When  our  former  President,  W. 
Wilson  Underbill,  resigned,  she  was  elected  to  succeed  him; 
no  better  selection  could  have  been  made.  No  member  of 
tb  *  Society  has  taken  a  deeper  interest  or  worked  harder 
lor  the  success  of  its  objects. 

During  the  latter  part  of  her  life,  her  health  began  to 
bre;ik  down,  but  in  *-p;te  of  it  nil  she  would  not  give  up;  her 
interest  w  is  not  abated  in  the  least. 

My  calls  and  interviews  were  of  a  mutual  nature,  our 
thoughts  and  ideas  blending  as  one  in  the  work  of  the 
Underbill  Society.  She  worked  hard  to  get  the  Monument 
up  before  she  should  pass  away,  and  I  think  if  the  members 
of  our  Underbill  Family  knew  what  she  had  passed  through 
to  try  and  get  this  Monument  erected,  they  would  have 
subscribed  freely  so  that  her  wish  may  have  been  gratified. 

Only  a  short  time  previous  to  her  death,  when  she  was 
not  able  to  see  her  most  intimate  friends,  when  I  called  she 
always  sent  for  me,  an  honor  which  I  greatly  appreciated. 
A  few  days  before  her  death  she  secured  $150  for  the 
Monument,  and  at  the  same  time,  through  her  appeal,  the 
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members  of  the  Society  responded  with  $122  which  purchased 
a  typewriter  for  your  Historian,  for  which  \ our  Secretary 
and  Historian  is  ever  grateful. 

Her  interest  was  so  great  tint  she  said  to  me,  "When  I 
am  gone  gather  up  my  dry  bones  and  place  them  in  the 
Monument  with  those  of  Captain  John  Underbill." 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1905,  surrounded  by  her  family, 
the  soul  of  this  noble  woman  took  its  flight  and  left  the 
frail  body  so  racked  with  pain  to  be  tenderly  horn  to  its  last 
resting  place,  amid  the  sorrows  of  friends  and  relatives,  in 
Greenwood  Cemetery. 

We  mourn  our  loss  and  deeply  sympathize  with  the 
bereaved  family. 

The  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Underbill 
Society  of  America,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  residence  of 
E.  C.  Underbill,  166  West  95th  Street,  N.  Y.  C,  October 
5th,  1905 

Whereas — Our  much  esteemed  and  beloved  President,  Mrs. 
E-itelle  R.  D>retnm,  wife  of  Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doretnus,  has  been 
removed  bv  death  (May  2r,  1905)  after  a  lingering  illness; 

Resolved — That  it  is  becoming  that  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  give  utterance  to  their  meek  submission  to  the  will  of  God, 
who  has  thus  deprived  the  Society  of  its  most  useful  member  and 
her  family  of  a  beloved  wife  and  devoted  mother  ; 

Resolved — That  we,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
U.S.  A.,  extend  to  Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doremus  and  his  family  our 
sincere  sympathy  in  their  recent  bereavement,  and  commend  them 
for  comfort  to  that  God  who  doeth  all  things  well  ; 

Resolv.ed — That  the  above  be  printed  in  our  annual  report  and  a 
copy  be  sent  to  the  family. 

Signed  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 

D.  Harris  Underbill,  Secretary 
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The  foregoing  Resolutions  were  engrossed  and  presented 
to  the  family,  and  the  followiug  acknowledgment  received: 

So  Madison  Avenue,  May  31st,  1905 

Dear  Sirs: 

All  the  members  of  my  family  unite  with  me  in  thanks  to  the 
"Underbill  Society  of  America"  for  your  sympathetic  expressions 
conveyed  in  your  Resolutions,  signed  officiall v,  at  the  passing  away 
of  the  devoted  Wife  and  Mother,  also  the  President  of  your  Society, 
Mrs.  Estelle  R.  Doremus. 

We  appreciate  the  honor  you  conferred  on  her  blessed  memory 
by  inviting,  through  the  public  papers,  the  Society  to  attend  her 
funeral  services,  on  the  23rd  inst .,  in  the  South  Reformed  Church  , 
and  the  presence  of  many  of  its  members. 

Yours  gratefully, 

R.  Ogdkn  Doremus 

JOHN  T.  UNDERH-II.lv,  Esq. 

First  Vice-President,  Underhill  Society 
I).  HARRIS  UN  I)  E  K  H  I  [J,,  Esq. 

Corresponding  Secretary 

The  following  letter  of  regret  in  consequence  of  the 
continued  illness  of  Mrs.  Doremus,  was  sent  to  Prof. 
Doremus  by  the  Secretary,  at  the  request  of  the  Society. 

May  171b,  1905. 

Prof.  R.  Ogdkn  Doremus: 

My  dear  Dr.  Doremus.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Underhill  Society  of 
America,  held  May  13th,  1905,  it  was  the  unanimous  expression  of 
the  meeting  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  convey  to  yourself 
and  family  their  deep  regret  at  the  continued  and  the  serious  illness 
of  our  beloved  President,  your  wife,  Mrs.  K.  E.  Doremus.  The 
Society  had  hoped  to  hea.-  of  her  very  great  improvement  in  health, 
and  earnestly  pray  she  may  be  spared  to  you  for  many  years.  She  is 
missed  from  the  Society's  gathering,  and  her  wonderful  woik  is  the 
admiration  of  all  its  members. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  Harris  Underhill,  Cor.  Sec. 

To  PROF.  R.  OGDKN  DOREMUS, 
80  Madison  Avenue 


The  following  letters  of  condolence  to  Prof.  Doremus, 
Mrs.  Charles  Avery  Doremus.  and  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Doremus, 
were  sent  at  the  request  of  the  Society: 

May  25th,  1905. 

Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doremus: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Underhill  Society  of  Ametica  extend  to  you 
their  heartfelt  sympathy  in  the  loss  you  have  sustained  hy  the  death 
of  your  wife,  our  late  President. 

Devoted  as  she  was  to  our  interest  we  shall  miss  her  counsel  and 
assistance,  and  feel  we  shall  be  uuable  to  fill  her  place. 

Respectfully, 
John  T.  Underbill,  First  Vice-President 
D.  Harris  Underhill,  Cor.  Sec. 

May  25th,  1905. 

Mrs.  Charles  Avery  Doremus: 

Madam,  —  We  extend  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  Underhill  Society 
of  America,  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  the  loss  you  have  sustained 
by  the  death  of  your  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Estelle  E.  Doremus.  Her 
active  interest  and  assistance  will  be  missed. 

Respectfully, 
John  T.  Underhill,  First  Vice-President 
D.  Harris  Underhill,  Cor.  Sec. 

May  25th,  1905. 

Mr.  Arthur  L.  Doremus: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Underhill  Society  of  America  extend  to  you 
their  sympathy  in  your  late  bereavement;  and  in  the  death  of  your 
mother  we  have  sustained  a  loss  almost  equal  to  your  own. 

Respectfully, 
John  T.  Underhill,  First  Vice-Presideut. 
D.  Harris  Underhill,  Cor.  Sec. 

We  were  pleased  to  receive  the  following  token  of  Jove 
and  regard  for  Mrs.  Doremus  from  Mrs.  Donald  McLean, 
President  General  of  the  D.  A.  R.  : 
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To  the  Undrrhiu  Society  of  America, 

Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhiu,  Corresponding  Secretary 
Brooklyn,  New  York 
My  Dear  Mr.  Underhill  : 

As  my  Secretary  in  New  York  has  written  yon,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Underhill  Society  to- 
morrow, October  the'7th,  because  of  my  official  duties  in  the  offices 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  in  Washington.  I 
regret  my  enforced  absence  inexpressibly,  since  to  pay  a  tribute  to 
Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Doremus  would  be  to  me  at  any  time  and  under  any 
circumstances,  a  source  of  profound  gratification.  Under  the 
present  circumstances  of  our  breavement  in  her  loss,  such  gratifica- 
tion must  necessarily  be  tempered  by  grief,  but  I  cannot  refrain 
from  speaking  a  word,  even  through  the  medium  of  paper,  to  the 
Underhill  Society,  of  which  she  was  the  honored  and  beloved 
President. 

I  enclose  in  this  letter  the  remarks  made  by  myself,  as  President 
General  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  upon  the  first  meeting  of  the  Hoard  of  Management  of 
such  Society  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Doremus.  These  remarks  of  the 
President  General  (myself)  were  spontaneous  and  stenographically 
reported.  I  enclose  to  you  the  report  just  as  it  was  transmitted,  so 
that  you  may  read  it  before  your  gathering,  as  an  evidence  of  the 
respect  and  love  in  which  was  held  your  President  of  the  Underhill 
Society  by  the  President  General  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

Were  I  personally  to  undertake  to  express  my  sense  of  devotion 
and  admiration  for  Mrs.  Doremus,  the  whole  world  could  not  contain 
the  volume  thereof.  She  combined,  in  her  physical  beauty  and 
splendid  mentality,  the  ideal  of  the  highest  type  of  American  woman- 
hood. In  addition,  she  was  the  truest  and  staunchest  of  friends,  and 
the  tenderest  and  sweetest  of  companions.  The  commingling  in  her 
nature  of  strength  and  sentiment  was  one  of  her  remarkable  charms. 
She  exalted  womanhood  by  her  public  and  official  acts;  she  exalted 
wifehood  by  her  devotion  to  her  distinguished  husband;  she  exalted 
motherhood  by  the  bearing  and  rearing  of  many  children,  who  may 
well  ever  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 
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Meeting  her  as  I  did,  in  my  earliest  maturity,  when  I  was  young 
as  a  wife,  and  my  maternal  duties  newly  devolving  upon  me,  she 
was  ever  my  example  and  my  inspiration.  In  the  outside  things  of 
the  world,  intellectual, artistic, soeial  and  patriotic, she  was  my  guide. 
I  could  wish  for  no  woman  greater  advancement  on  the  path  of  real 
achievement,  in  a  womanly  spirit,  than  to  walk  untrammeled  the 
path  of  honor  and  activity  pointed  out  by  the  guiding  hand  of 
Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Doremus. 

May  I  beg  you,  my  dear  Mr.  Secretary,  to  read  this  letter,  as 
well  as  the  enclosure,  to  the  meeting  of  the  Underbill  Society,  and 
to  reiterate  my  profound  regret  at  my  absence,  caused  by  those 
official  duties,  in  the  performance  of  which  Mrs.  Doremus,  herself, 
would  have  been  the  first  to  encourage  me. 

With  high  regard  to  the  President,  yourself,  the  Officers  and  the 
members  of  your  illustrious  Society, 
Believe  me, 

Faithful  1)-  yours, 

Kmiev  \V.  Ritchie  McLean 

Mrs.  Donald  McLean, 

President  General 

Oct.  6,  1905. 

Here  follow  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  McL,ean,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  D.  A.  R.  : 

It  accords  me  the  profoundest  sadness,  yet  at  the  same  time,  I 
feel  it  to  be  a  high  privilege,  to  speak  of  Mrs.  Doremus.  She  was  a 
member  of  this  Board  in  the  early  days:  she  was  at  the  time  of  her 
death  an  Honorary  Vice-President-General  of  the  Society.  In  the 
earliest  days  of  the  organization  she  was  an  intimate  personal  friend 
of  Mrs.  Harrison,  and  officially  she  was  always  the  friend  of  this 
organization.  When  it  was  young  and  hardly  known,  to  have  the 
approval  of  one  of  her  standing  and  mentality  meant  a  great  deal  to 
it.  She  was  widely  known  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  having  spent, 
through  her  husband's  distinguished  position  in  Prance,  a  large 
portion  of  her  life  there.  I  mention  this  because  it  gave  her  an 
opportunity  of  extending  to  the  other  world  knowledge  of  our  organ- 
ization almost  as  soon  as  it  was  known  here. 
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Her  nobility  of  character  and  clear  and  accurate  mind 
endeared  her  to  all  thrown  closely  with  her.  and  I  was  thrown  so 
closely  with  her  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  these  personal  expressions 
of  love  and  sympathy. 

Although  she  had  reached  the  a#e  of  seventy-five  years,  when 
we  usually  think  a  life  is  ready  to  be  garnered  in,  she  seemed  so 
young  in  appearence  and  powers,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to 
realize  she  had  passed  three-score  ami  ten. 

Of  course  to  one's  family  the  giving  up  of  one's  head  is  sad, 
but  even  the  outside  world  felt  this  loss. 

1  had  been  a  pupil  at  her  knee.  She  had  stood  with  me  and 
supported  and  guided  me,  and  I  feel  that  if  there  is  anything  worthy 
in  me,  I  owe  it  so  much  to  her,  that  1  cannot  restrain  these  personal 
words.  I  known  that  each  one  of  us  shares  my  grief,  and  I  trust 
you  will  all  rise,  and  that  a  resolution  will  be  offered,  instructing  the 
Secretary  to  draft  such  a  resolution  as  will  be  proper  to  send  to  the 
family  of  our  beloved  friend. 

The  following  tribute  from  Kinahan  Cornwallis,  Editor 
of  the  Wall  Street  Daily  Investigator,  is  well  worthy  of  the 
occasion  '. 

New  York,  October  6th,  1905 

I).  Harris  Under  hill,  Eso. 

Cor.  Sec.  Underbill  Society. 

Dear  Sir — I  thank  you  for  sending  me  an  invitation  to  your  13th 
Annual  Reunion  of  the  Underbill  Family,  and  as  an  address  in 
memory  of  your  late  President,  Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  is  to  be 
delivered  on  the  occasion,  I  shall  greatly  regret  it  if  I  am  unable  to 
be  present,  for  Mrs  Doremus  was  a  woman  of  the  highest  and  noblest 
type,  whos"  memory  should  be  honored  and  cherished  for  genera- 
tions. She  was  one  of  a  thousand  in  her  intellectual  and  physical 
superiority,  and  in  the  graces  and  attributes  that  combine  to  make  a 
perfect  woman;  and  she  equally  adorned  her  home  and  society. 

She  was  a  splendid  specimen  of  her  race — a  good  woman,  a  good 
home-loving  ■  wife  and  devoted  mother,  a  good  entertainer,  and  an 
embodiment  of  all  that  we  most  admite  and  respect  in  woman,  and, 
above  all,  a  blessing  to  her  husband  and  her  children. 
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She  was  a  perfect  lady,  and  always  brilliant,  interesting  and  in- 
forming in  conversation;  and  lit-r  natural  grace  and  refinement 
heightened  the  charm  of  her  beauty,  and  the  equal  chann  of  her  en- 
tirely unaffected  and  attractively  genial  manner. 

She  was  a  woman  of  rare  culture,  too,  with  a  soul  for  music  and 
a  keen  appreciation  of  the  fine  arts;  and  her  sympathies  were  as  wide 
as  Iter  impulses  were  generous;  and. her  knowledge  was  great.  More- 
over, she  was  public  spirited,  and  she  had  a  heart. 

In  social  culture  she  was  unsurpassed,  and  in  sentiment  always  a 
true  and  patriotic  American ;  and ,  when  she  died,  a  shining  light  was 
extinguished,  and  her  country  and  the  many  who  knew  her  and  had 
enjoyed  her  delightful  society  and  hospitality,  were  left  the  poorer 
for  her  loss.  But  she  has  left  to  us  a  noble  example  of  all  that  is 
best  and  grandest  in  womanhood,  and  recollections  that  will  never 
fade,  while  the  world  is  the  better  and  the  richer  for  the  life  she 
made  so  splendidly  useful  and  worthy,  and  the  influence  she  shed 
for  good. 

She  has  gone  to  the  grave  with  a  crown  of  glory;  and,  though 
dead,  she  will  long  live  among  our  pleasautest  social  memories  of  the 
days  that  are  no  more,  when  she  was  the  central  figure  and  bright 
particular  star  of  an  attractive  and  beautiful  household,  that  might 
truly  be  called  Home — "Home  sweet  Home." 

She  had  indeed  a  geiTerous  warm-hearted  sympathy  with  her 
fellow-creatures,  and  the  good  in  individual  artists,  as  well  as  art  in 
all  spheres,  and  words  of  appreciation  for  merit  wherever  found. 

It  may  be  superfluous  to  say  it,  but  she  was  as  good-humored, 
good-natnred,  and  good  and  entertaining  company  in  the  family 
circle  as  in  general  society;  and  the  daughter  who  inherited  her 
beauty  and  her  good  and  charming  qualities,  and  the  stalwart  sons 
who,  with  her  and  their  famous  father,  mourn  her  passing  away,  are 
living  monuments  that  remind  us  of  what  she  was  in  body  and  mind. 

It  is  not  without  diffidence  that  I  presume  and  venture  to  say  all 
this,  but  I  do  so  as  a  tribute  to  her  memory  by  one  of  the  great  host 
of  society  acquaintances  of  a  brilliant,  interesting  and  distinguished 
family,  that  all  were  glad  and  proud  to  know. 

Believe  me,  yours  very  sincerely, 

KlNAHAN  CORNWAWJS, 
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Here  follows  a  letter  from  Isaac  Townsend  Smith,  the 
oldest  member  of  the  Underbill  Society  : 

Nkw  York,  October  4TH,  1905 
To  thk  Under  hill  Society  of  America  ; 

I  regret  veiy  much  that  the  state  of  my  health  will  not  permit 
my  being  present  at  the  Memorial  Service  hy  the  Underhill  Historical 
Society  for  Mrs.  R.  Ogrien  Doremus,  who  for  many  years  presided 
over  its  councils. 

The  dignity,  intelligence  and  courtesy  that  marked  her  adminis- 
tration will  long  be  remembered  as  adding  much  to  the  interest  of  its 
meetings,  endearing,  as  it  will,  her  memory  in  the  hearts  of  its 
members. 

In  her  connection  by  marriage  with  the  family  of  the  late  Thomas 
C.  Doremus,  the  subject  of  this  memorial  became  associated  with  a 
line  of  noble  women,  distinguished  by  their  philanthropy  and  efforts 
to  uplift  humanity  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

My  acquaintance  with  them  dates  back  to  the  olden  time.  It 
was  in  the  year  1835,  when  Supercargo  of  a  ship,  from  Boston  to 
East  Indies.  I  met  in  Batavia,  in  the  Island  of  Java,  that  beautiful, 
intelligent  woman,  Miss  Henrietta  B.  Haines,  who  had  been  sent  as 
a  Missionary — I  believe  by  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church;  the  Island 
being  a  possession  of  the  Netherland  Government.  Americans  visiting 
the  Island  for  commercial  purposes,  were  very  proud  to  see  such  a 
woman,  as  a  representative  of  their  country. 

Failing  health  obliged  her  to  return  home,  where,  instead  of 
restitig  upon  the  laurels  she  had  already  won,  she  entered  heartily 
into  the  philanthropic  work  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Doremus, 
mother  of  our  beloved  Dr.  R.  Ogden  Doremus. 

Following  in  their  footsteps,  Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Doremus  carried 
out  all  good  purposes;  and  no  one  more  than  myself  can  appreciate 
her  life  work,  or  desire  to  offer  a  tribute  of  affection  and  respect  to 
her  memory. 

Isaac  Townsend  Smith 
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EXTRACTS    FROM  MANUSCRIPTS 
AND  BOOKS 


IN    THE   LIBRARY  OK  THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM,  PERTAINING 
TO  THE  HISTORY  AND  GENEALOGY  OF  THE 
UNDER II  ILL  FAMILY. 

Read  before  the  Underbill  Society  of  America  at  the  met  ting  on  Saturday, 
May  12,  1906,  at  Friends'  Seminary  Library,  Manhattan,  N.Y.C. 
by  D.  Harris  Umleihill,  Family  Historian. 

Paper  No.  3. 

As  I  bave  already  given  an  account  of  Bi.shop  John  Underbill,  in 
a  former  address,  I  will  not  repeat  here,  but  will  proceed  with  an 
account  of  Edward  Underbill,  the  "Hot  Gospeller,"  who,  if  not  the 
highest  in  rank,  at  least  is  the  most  interesting  person  in  the  family. 
He  is  spoken  of  by  many  writers,  and  I  had  made  copious  extracts 
from  several  works  before  I  discovered  a  performance,  which  being 
produced,  renders  all  other  quotations  unnecessary. 

Ainsworth  in  his  work  "  The  Tower  of  London"  lias  introduced  a 
canting  fanatic,  who  accepts  a  mean  position  and  dies  an  ignominious 
death;  but  beyond  the  name,  soubriquet  and  office,  be  represents 
nothing  of  Edward  Underbill.  Strype,  in  his  ''Ecclesiastical  Mem- 
orials" and  the  "Life  of  Cranmer,"  quotes  extensively  from  mss.  left 
by  this  gentleman. 

After  appearing  in  several  parts  of  these  works,  a  whole  chapter 
is  devoted  to  an  account  of  him  in  the  former,  principally  derived 
from  his  own  document  and  headed  "Mr.  Underbill's  sufferings  for 
religion,  his  own  account  of  them."  Kippis,  in  the  "Biographica 
Britannica,"  and  Nicholas,  in  the  "Memoirs  and  Literary  Remains 
of  Lady  Jane  Grey,"  quote  from  Strype,  and  Miss  Strickland,  in  her 
"Lives  of  the  Queens  of  England,"  professes  to  do  so. 

This  authoress  informs  us  that  Edward  Underhill  wrote  a  journal, 
and  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  presented  it  to  Eox,  the  mar- 
tyrologist  for  bis  "Acts  and  Monuments  of  the  Church,"  but  that  Fox 
returned  it  to  him  unused.  She  has  no  authority  for  calling  the 
document  a  journal,  and  though  it  was  seut  to  Fox,  it  certainly  was 
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never  returned,  as  it  afterwards  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  John 
Strvpe,  together  with  the  other  historical  manuscripts  of  Fox.  She 
also  tells  us  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  this  journal  is  no  longer  ex- 
tant; and  in  its  absence  professes  to  quote  those  portions  of  it  preser- 
ved in  Strypes'  works,  but  she  entirely  misquotes,  omitting  much 
interesting  matter  and  adding  words  and  sentences  of  her  own  which 
in  many  places  render  the  meaning  quite  different  to  that  of  the 
original.  After  I  had  made  several  extracts  from  Strvpe,  Nicholas, 
&c  ,  and  in  the  course  of  a  careful  search  among  the  Harleian  and 
other  collections  of  mss.,  I  discovered  a  portion  of  the  document,  a 
copy  of  which  I  shall  presently  subjoin,  and  having  transcribed  it, 
found  the  remainder  in  another  volume  of  mss.  and  copied  that  also. 
The  whole  of  Fox's  mss.  had  been  purchased  by  Strvpe  for  the 
Harleian  Library.  The  copy  is  letter  for  letter  an  exact  counterpart 
of  the  original  in  Underbill's  own  handwriting. 

"This  band  of  Gentleman  pensioners"  says  Miss  Aiken,  in  her 
"Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth"  "the  boast  and  ornament 
of  the  Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  probably  the  most  splendid 
establishment  of  the  kind  in  Europe.  It  was  entiiely  composed  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry,  and  to  be  admitted  to  serve  in  its  ranks  was, 
during  the  whole  of  the  reign,  regarded  as  a  distinction  worthy  the 
ambition  of  the  young  men  of  the  highest  families  and  most  brilliant 
prospects.  Sir  John  Holies,  afterwards  the  Earl  of  Clare,  was  accus- 
tomed to  say  that  while  he  was  a  Pensioner  to  Queen  Elizabeth  he 
did  not  know  a  'worse  man'  in  the  band  than  himself,  yet  was  then 
in  posession  of  ^4000  per  year.  It  was  the  constant  custom  of  that 
Queen,"  pursues  the  Earl's  biographer,  "to  call  out  of  all  counties 
of  the  kingdom,  the  gentlemen  of  the  greatest  hopes  and  best 
families  and  fortunes,  and  with  them  to  fill  the  more  honorable  rooms 
of  her  household  servants,  by  which  she  honored  then),  obliged  their 
kindred,  and  allianced  and  fortified  herself." 

I  will  give  a  few  extracts  from  the  story  of  Edward  Underbill, 
written  by  himself,  and  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  the  spelling  of 
the  time  in  which  he  lived. 

"The  daye  after  the  Queene  was  come  unto  the  Tower  the  ffor 
sayde  ballett  came  into  the  hands  of  Secretary  Bourne  who  strayte- 
wayes  made  inquiry  for  me,  the  said  Edward,  who  dwelled  at  the 
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Limehurst,  which  he  having  intelligence  of  sent  the  Sheriff  of 
Middlesex  with  a  company  of  bills  and  gloves,  who  came  unto  my 
house.    I  being  in  bed. 

"The  High  Constable  whose  name  is  Thomas  Ive  dwelled  at  the 
next  house  unto  me,  the  said  Edward,  whom  the  sheriff  brought  also 
with  him;  he  being  my  very  friend,  desired  the  sheriff  and  his  com- 
pany to  stay  without,  for  freightening  of  my  wife,  and  he  would  go 
fetch  me  unto  him;  who  knocked  at  the  door  saying  ho  must  speak 
with  me.  I  being  so  near  that  I  might  hear  him,  called  unto  him 
willing  him  to  come  unto  me,  for  that  he  was  always  my  very  friend 
and  earnest  in  the  Gospel,  who  declared  unto  me,  that  the  Sheriff 
with  a  great  company  with  him  were  sent  for  me.  Whereupon  I 
rose,  made  me  ready,  and  came  unto  him,  demanding  what  he  would 
with  me.  And  said  he,  I  have  commandment  from  the  couneell  to 
apprehend  you,  and  forthwith  to  bring  you  unto  them.  Why  said  I, 
it  is  near  io  o'clock  in  the  night,  you  cannot  now  carrv  me  unto  them. 
No,  said  he,  ye  shall  go  with  me  to  my  house  to  London,  where  you 
shall  have  a  bed.  and  tomorrow  I  will  bring  you  unto  them  at  the 
Tower.  In  the  name  of  God,  said  I,  and  so  went  with  him,  enquiring 
him  if  I  might  understand  the  cause.  He  said  he  knew  none,  this 
indeed  not.  Then  said  I,  any  one  messenger  might  have  fetched  me 
unto  them,  suspecting  the  cause  to  be  as  it  was  indeed  the  Ballett. 

"On  the  morrow  the  sheriff,  seeing  me  nothing  dismayed,  thinking 
it  to  be  some  light  matter,  went  not  with  me  himself,  but  sent  me 
unto  the  Tower  with  two  of  his  men  with  two  bills  prisoner  like. 
Who  brought  me  in  unto  couneell  chamber,  being  commanded  to 
deliver  me  unto  Secretary  Bourn,  thus  standing  waiting  at  the 
Couneell  Chamber  door.  Two  or  three  of  my  fellows  the  pensioners, 
and  my  cousiu  german,  Gilbert  Winter,  gentleman  usher  unto  the 
Lady  Elizabeth,  stood  talking  with  me.  In  the  meantime  cometh 
Sir  Edward  Hastings,  newly  made  one  of  the  horse  to  the  Queen,  and 
seeing  me  standing  there  prisoner,  frowning  earnestly  upon  me  said, 
So  you  are  here,  we  will  talk  with  you  ere  you  pass,  I  warrant  you, 
and  so  went  into  the  couneell.  With  that  my  fellows  and  kinsman 
shrank  away  from  me  as  men  greatly  afraid.  I  did  then  perceive  the 
said  Sir  Edward  bore  in  remembrance  the  controversies  that  was 
betwixt  him  and  me  in  talk  and  questions  of  religion  at  Callis,  when 
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the  Right  Honorable  the  Earle  of  Huntington  his  brother  went  over 
general  of  17  thousand  men,  with  whom  I  went  the  same  time,  and 
comptroller  of  the  ordnance.  The  Earle  being  visited  with  sickness 
when  he  came  there,  for  that  I  went  over  in  his  company  and  could 
play  and  sing  to  the  lute,  thereunto  to  pass  the  time  on  the  nights, 
for  we  went  away  in  the  Christmas,  would  have  me  with  him  in  his 
chamber,  and  had  also  great  delight  to  have  his  brother  reason  with 
me  in  matters  of  religion,  who  would  be  very  hot  when  I  did  overlay 
him  with  texts  of  the  Scriptures  concerning  the  natural  presence  of 
Christ  in  the  Sacrement,  and  would  swear  great  oaths,  especially  by 
the  Lord's  foot,  that  after  the  words  spoken  by  the  Priest  there  re- 
mained no  bread  but  the  natural  body  that  Mary  bore.  Nay  then, 
indeed  it  must  be.  so,  would  I  say,  and  you  prove  it  with  such  oaths. 
Whereat  the  Earl  laughed  heartily,  saying  Brother  give  him  over, 
Underhill  is  too  good  for  you.    Wherewith  he  would  be  very  angry. 

"The  greatest  hold  that  he  took  was  of  the  3d  of  John,  upon  these 
words  "and  no  man  ascendeth  up  to  Heaven  but  he  that  came  down 
from  Heaven,  that  is  to  say  the  son  of  man  which  is  in  Heaven."  I 
drove  him  from  the  27th  of  John  and  all  other  places  that  he  could 
allege.  But  from  this  he  would  not  be  removed,  but  that  those  words 
proved  natural  body  to  be  in  Heaven  and  in  the  sacrement  also  I 
told  him  lie  had  grossly  understood  Christ  as  Nicodemus  did  in  the 
same  place  of  being  born  again.  In  my  opinion  any  man  that  is  not 
given  up  of  God  may  be  satisfied  concerning  the  natural  presence  in 
the  Supper  of  our  Lord,  by  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  reading  from  the 
first  chapter  to  the  end  of  the  15th  verse,  with  the  witness  of  the  first 
of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  of  Christ's  ascension  and  coming  again, 
if  ever  he  will  be  satisfied  with  the  help  of  any  Doctors." 

The  account  of  Edward  Underhill  written  by  himself,  a  sma  1 
portion  pf  which  I  have  read,  is  a  very  lengthy  one,  and  would  take 
2  or  3  hours  to  read.  I  have  given  you  an  idea  of  his  persecution  and 
imprisonment  in  the  Tower  and  what  he  suffered.  I  hope  to  publish 
the  full  account  in  one  of  our  Publication  Series. 

Strype  ends  his  account  of  Underhill  in  these  words,  "What 
afterward  became  of  this  gentleman  I  know  not,  only  that  he  lived 
some  time  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  sent  a  narrative  of 
these  things  unto  John  Fox,  out  of  which  I  have  extracted  what  I 
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have  written  which,  containing  so  many  memorable  matters  and 
transactions  of  those  days,  and  for  preserving  the  memories  of  so 
eminent  a  person,  I  thought  worthy  so  largely  to  set  down.  I  will 
end  this  matter  with  a  prayer  that  he  used  in  Queen  Mary's  day 
against  the  papists  'Lord,  be  merciful  unto  me;  we  wait  further, 
Thine  arm  is  at  a  point  to  visit  ns.  Be  thou  our  health  in  the  time 
of  trouble.  Grant  that  the  wicked  people  may  flee  at  the  anger  of 
thy  voice,  and  at  thine  upstarting  the  papists  may  be  scattered  abroad 
and  their  spoil  may  be  gathered  as  the  grasshoppers  are  gathered 
together  into  the  pit.  Stand  up,  Lord,  thou  that  dwellest  on  high. 
Let  England  be  filled  with  equity  and  righteousness.  Let  truth  and 
faithfulness  be  in  her  hereafter,  wisdom,  knowledge  and  the  fear  of 
God.'  " 

A  prayer,  taken  out  of  the  Psalms  of  David,  daily  and  nightly, 
used  to  be  said  of  Edward  Underbill. 

"Lord,  teach  me  the  understanding  of  thy  commandments,  that 
I  may  apply  myself  for  the  keeping  of  the  same  as  long  as  I  live;  give 
such  wisdom  that  I  ma}-  understand  and  so  fulfill  the  thing  that  thy 
law  deviseth,  to  keep  it  also  in  my  whole  heart  that  I  do  nothing 
against  it.  Guide  me  after  the  true  understanding  of  the  command- 
ments, for  that  hath  been  always  my  special  desire.  Incline  mine 
heart  unto  the  love  of  thy  statutes,  and  cause  me  utterly  to  abhor 
covetousness.  Turn  mine  eyes  aside  lest  they  cangelde  with  the  love 
of  most  vain  things,  but  lead  me  rather  into  life  through  thy  warnings. 
vSet  such  a  word  before  thy  servant  as  may  most  cheerfully  further 
him  to  worship  thee.  Take  away  the  shame  that  I  am  afraid  of, 
for  thy  judgments  are  greatly  mixed  with  mercy.  As  for  me  verily 
I  have  loved  the  commandments  wherefore  keep  me  always  according 
to  thy  righteousness." 

"I.ove  God  above  all  things,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself, 

Thatt  this  is  Christ's  doctrine,  no  name  can  it  deny, 
Which  little  is  regarded  in  England's  commonwealth, 

Therefore  great  plags  at  hand  be,  the  realms  for  to  destroy. 

Do  as  thou  would  be  done  unto,  no  place  here  he  can  have, 
Of  all  he  is  refused,  no  man  will  him  receive. 
Nut  private  wealth,  that  cursed  wretch  and  most  vile  slave, 
Over  all  he  is  embraced  and  fast  to  him  they  cleave. 
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He  that  hath  this  world's  goods  and  seeth  his  neighbor  lack. 

And  on  him  hath  no  compassion  norshoweth  him  no  love, 
Nor  relieveth  his  necessity,  but  suffers  him  to  «o  to  wreck, 

God  dweileth  not  in  that  man,  the  Scriptures  plainly  prove. 

Example  we  have  by  Dives  that  daintily  did  fare, 

In  worldly  wealth  and  riches  therein  he  diii  excel. 
Of  poor  Lazarus'  misery  he  had  thereof  no  care, 

Therefore  was  suddenly  taken  and  tormented  in  Hell. 
This  its  all  the  information  that  I  have  yet  collected  (meaning 
all  that  I  have  ivh<1  in  these  three  papets)  concerning  the  Underbill 
Family,  although  I  am  convinced  that  much  matter  relating  to  their 
history  and  genealogy  still  remains  nncited,  and  had  I  opportunity. 
I  have  no  doubt  I  should  discover  fuither  particulars  of  those 
members,  notices  and  accounts  of  which  I  have  alreadv  quoted,  as 
well  as  matter  respecting  other  individuals  and,  more  than  all,  the 
actual  relationship  of  Captain  John  Underbill  to  the  parties  named 
in  the  pedigrees,  and  also  the  connection  of  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
with  the  family. 

I  think  my  surmise  with  regard  to  the  affinity  of  the  Captain  is 
plausible,  although  I  have  not  been  able  to  join  to  the  trunk 
that  branch  of  which  the  Bishop  is  the  flower. 

In  closing  I  will  state  that  I  am  in  correspondence  with  William 
Underbill,  of  Wi mbledon , England, along  this  very  line  of  connecting 
Captain  John  Underbill's  line  with  that  of  Edward  Underbill,  through 
whom  Captain  John  Underbill  seems  to  be  descended,and  not  Bishop 
John  Underbill,  as  has  been  understood  by  many. 


MINUTES 

MEMORIAL  MEETING. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Re-union  of  the  Underbill  Society  of 
America,  was  held  at  the  Friends'  Seminary  Library,  Rutherfurd 
Place  and  East  Sixteenth  Street,  Borough  of  Manhattan,  City  of 
New  York,  October  7th,  1905. 

John  Torboss  Underbill,  Vice-President,  occupied  the  chair  and 
announced  that  the  exercises  would  consist  chiefly  of  addresses  and 
communications  in  memory  of  Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  our  late 
President,  who  died  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1905. 
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D.  Harris  Underhill,  Corresponding  Secretary,  read  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Donald  McLean,  President  of  the  National  Society  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  which  Society  Mrs. 
Doremus  was  an  active  member,  setting  forth  her  patriotism,  and 
other  noble  traits  of  character. 

A  like  communication  from  Isaac  Townsend  Smith  containing 
reminiscence  of  his  early  acquaintance  with  the  family  of  the 
deceased,  through  one  whom  he  met  in  a  dis  ant  part  »  f  the  world, 
was  also  read. 

Kinahan  Cornwallis  delivered  a  short  address,  calling  attention 
to  the  energy,  perseverance  and  public  spirit  of  the  deceased,  as 
prominent  qualites  of  our  lost  leader. 

D  Harris  Underhill  concluded  the  addresses,  giving  interesting 
data  of  a,  personal  character,  based  upon  his  association  with  the 
deceased  in  the  matters  which  called  for  their  action  as  Officers  of 
this  Society,  and  presented  a  draft  of  Resolutions  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  which,  having  been  read,  were  adopted. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mrs.  McLean,  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Cornwallis  for  the  tributes  to  the  memory  of  our 
President. 

Dr.  Doremus  briefly  but  feelingly  made  response  on  behalf  of 
the  survivors  of  his  mother's  family. 

The  exercises  closed  with  a  reading,  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  of  the  poem  by  Fanny  Crosby  on  Captain  John  Underhill. 

S.  A.  Undhrhiu,  Recording  Secretary. 

MINUTES 

ANNUAL  MEETING  U.  S.  A. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Underbill  Society  of 
America  was  held  in  the  Friends'  Meeting  House,  No.  20  Gramercy 
Park,  Manhattan  Borough,  New  York  City,  May  12th,  1906. 

The  acting  President,  John  Torboss  Underbill,  opentd  the  meet- 
ing with  a  short  address. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  made  a  report  of  the  work  of  the 
Society  for  the  year. 
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Concerning  the  state  of  the  treasury,  the  information  was  given 
that  the  Treasurer's  book  showed  a  balance  of  $49.52;  that  over  $125 
was  owing  to  the  Society  from  its  members  for  dues,  and  that  its  in- 
debtedness for  rent  and  printing  whs  over  $160. 

I).  Harris  Underbill  then  read  a  paper  setting  forth  biographical 
information  cenceminy  prominent  members  of  the  Underbill  family 
in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  especially  Edward,  the  "Hot  Gos- 
peller," and  John,  an  eminent  Bishop,  the  matter  being  gathered 
from  manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum. 

At  the  close  of  the  rending  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed. 
'Pile  next  order  of  business  being  the  Flection  of  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  a  motion  being  made  that  an  election  be  entered 
upon,    Reuben    H.   Underbill,    the  Counsel  of  the  Society,  stated 
that,  as  a  certain  proportion  of  the   membership  of  an  incorporated 
society  was  required  to  be  present  at  an  election  of  officers,  a  valid 
election  under  the  statute  of  our  State  could  not  be  held,  as  the  num- 
ber of  members  present  was  too  few.    After  discussion  it  was  con- 
cluded that,  however  the  law  or  whatever  its  requirement  might  be, 
a  further  postponement  of  an  election  was  inexpedient,  and  the  mo- 
tion for  an  election  prevailed,  the  Counsel,  on  his  own  request,  being 
excused  from  voting.    The  following-named  were  elected,  to-wit: 
For  President       .       .       .        John  Torboss  Underbill 
Vice-Presidents — First      Walter  Lispenard  Suydam 
Second       .       .        Edward  King 
Third      .  *  Daniel  Oscar  Underbill 
Corresponding  Secretary     .      .  D.  Hai  ris  Underbill 
Assistant  Cor.  Sec.   Mrs.  Marianna  Underbill  Cocks 
Recording  Secretary       .       .       Silas  A.  Underbill 
Assistant  Rec.  Secretary      .     Edward  1).  Underbill 
Honorary  Secretary       .         George  William  Cocks 
Treasurer    .....       Irving  Underbill 
Counsel    ....  Reuben  H.  Underbill 

(The  election  being  made  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  casting 
one  ballot  containing  the  foregoing  names  and  offices  respectively.) 

The  President  then  called  for  reports  from  Standing  Committees, 
nnd  the  same  were  read  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Chairmen  thereof. 

Membership  Committee  reported  about  135  members  on  the  roll. 


31 


From  the  report  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Monument  Committee  it 
appears  that  the  Committee  lias  in  hank  $2,598,  on  which  interest  of 
$57  has  accrued ;  of  which  moneys  $600  is  to  be  paid  for  the  designing 
and  casting  of  the  tablets,  which  are  to  be  36x24  inches  in  siz-,  the 
designer  being  Madame  Tonetii. 

From  report  as  to  Necrology,  it  appeared  that  there  were  more 
losses  by  death  than  in  any  previous  year,  of  which  that  of  Isaac 
Townsend  Smith,  who  attended  regularly,  received  special  mention. 

The  Librarian  reported  various  addition;;,  with  names  of  donors. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  and  after  examination  of  pictures 
and  photographs  exhibited,  the  company  separated. 

SiivAS  A.  U n DtCRHi ll,  Recording  Secretary. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES 

BURIAL  PLACE  COMMITTEE. 

New  York,  May  I2th,  1906 
Your    Burial    Place   Committee   Chairman,  while  abroad  last 
summer,   visited   the  burial  places  at  Stratford-on-A von  of  many  of 
the  Underbill  Family,  and  had  rubbings  taken  of  some  of  the  in- 
scriptions by  an  artist  skilled  in  that  kind  of  work. 

Sleepy  Hollow  Cemetery. 

Sept.  1st,  1902,  Sleepy  Hollow  Cemetery  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y  , 
which  contains  the  graves  of  many  of  the  Underbill  Family,  was  visited 
and  copies  were  made  as  follows:  Our  mother,  Nancy  Underbill,  relect 
of  Bishop  Underbill,  died  May  29th,  1855,  aged  71  years  11  mo.  and 
5  days.  "Therefore  be  ye  also  ready  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not 
the  Son  of  Man  cometh" — Matt.  29,  xxiv. 

Our  father,  Bishop  Underbill,  died  June  25th,  1825,  aged  44  years  5 
mos.  8c  J.  day. "I  sought  the  Lord  and  he  heard  me  and  delivered  me  from 
all   my  fears"  —  Psalm  34,  ix. 

Isaac  Horton,  son  of  David  &  Harriet  Underhill,  April  26th,  1802 — 
March  llth,  1893.  Mother — Harriet,  wife  of  David  H.  Underhill,  June 
1st,  1806 — Nov.  24th,  1823.  Father — David  Hunt  Underhill,  Aug.  12th, 
j8o6 — Nov.  13th,  1898.  Eliza,  daughter  of  David  and  Harriet  Under- 
hill, Jany.  30II1,  1838 — Sept.  2nd,  1S67.    Cornelius,  son  of  David  II.  & 
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Harriet  Underbill,  June  91b,  1842 — Mar.  nth,  i860.  Howard  H. 
Underbill  is  in  tbe  graveyard  in  unmarked  grave;  is  next  to  Cornelius; 
be  was  an  infant. 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Charles  H.  Underbill,  first  Pastor  ot'  Baptist 
Church  of  Tarrytown,  died  July  3rd,  1856,  in  tbe  43d  year  of  bis  age  and 
23d  of  bis  ministry  "I  am  tbe  resurrection  and  tbe  life,  he  that  believeth 
in  me  though  he  were  dead  yet  shall  he  live."  Caroline  W. ,  wife  of  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Underbill,  born  Nov.  23,  1814,  fell  on  sleep  Oct.  1,  1877. 

"Dead!  religion  answers  no; 
She  is  not  dead,  she  cannot  die; 
A  Christian  in  this  vale  of  woe. 
An  angel  lives  on  high." 

WOODLAWN  CEMETERY. 
The  graves  of  Abraham  I.  &  Rebecca  F.  Underbill  bis  wife,  ami 
their  son  Edward  H. ,  were  located  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  Sept.  21st, 
1902.  The  plot  contained  the  graves,  and  the  stones  the  inscriptions  as 
follows:  Abraham  I.  Underbill,  born  6  mo.  27th,  1 7 63 ,  d  ied  5  mo.  6 
1841.  Rebecca  F.  Underbill,  born  3  mo.  1st,  17S8,  died  2nd  mo.  6  d. 
1854.     Edward  B.  Underbill,  b.  2nd  mo.  17  d.  1809,  d.  41110.  I7d.  1888. 

New  York  Bay  and  Bayview  Cemetkries. 
Tbe  following  were  copied  from  stones  in  New  York  Bay,  started 
1850,  and  the  Bayview  Cemeteries,  started  1888,  located  in  New  Jersey: 
Daniel  O.  son  of  Daniel  K.  &  Frances  M.  Underbill,  born  Dec.iotb,  1850. 
My  dear — Frankie,  daughter  of  Daniel  K.  &  Francis  M.  Underbill,  born 
June  6th,  1848,  died  Jany  8,  1871. 

•loveliest  of  lovely  things  are  they  on  earth  that  soonest  pass  away." 
Francis  M.  Underbill,  died  Oct.  6,  1879,  aged  53  years. 

"O  think  of  us,  mother,  now  you  are  home, 

And  beckon  to  us  that  we  may  come, 

To  join  you  in  that  world  above, 

Where  thoughts  are  dissolved  in  eternal  love. 

Morning  Path,  S£  857  plot  contains  this  Monument:  W.  J.  Underbill, 
Jany  18,  1836— Nov.  26th,  1895,  Louise  Prince,  wife  of  W.  J.  Under- 
bill, March  20,  1836  -Feby.  23rd,  1891.  Minnie,  July  31,  1863— Sept. 
28,  1892. 

A  Washburn  Mausoleum  was  the  finest  monument  in  the  Cemetery 
and  contained  this  inscription.     Morris  Washburn,  died  July  8th,  1897. 
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Spker  Burying  Ground. 

The  Speer  Burying  Grounds  in  jersey  City,  corner  Bergen  Avenue 
contains  the  following  family  names:  Pullis.  Huttner.  Edmund  T. 
Carpenter,  died  ]86l.  Frank  Otto,  died  Aug.  28,  1869.  Win,  G.  Niblett, 
died  June  4,  1858  Edward  T.  Wainwright,  died  Feb.  22,  1S55.  Char- 
lotte Allason  died  Oct.  4,  1861. 

A  quaint  stone  in  this  burying  ground  is  marked  as  follows:  Ilier 
Jydt  het  Lichaen  Van  Henderick  Kuyper,  gebvoea  den  x  dag  oan  mey, 
anno  1676,  ooef  leden  den  15,  inert  anni  1756,  Oied  zyude  79  year  en 
io  Mayenden. 

Garret  Garrettson  died  Dec  4,  1803. 

In  bloom  of  youth  I  bid  farewell 

To  parents,  friends  and  young  people  all. 
And  willingly  resigned  my  breath, 

When  my  dear  Jesns  did  me  call 
Death  is  a  debt  to  nature  due, 
Which  I  must  pay  and  so  must  yon. 

Hassell  Garretson,  died  Aug.  20.  1803.  aged  23  years. 

Farewell,  dear  friends,  a  short  farewell, 

Till  we  do  meet  above. 
In  the  bright  world  where  Christians  dwell, 

And  all  our  works  be  praise  and  love. 
His  life  was  upright  with  the  Lord, 
His  soul  shall  meet  his  due  reward. 
Here  Lieth  the  Body  of  Thomas  Pettit  'Hall,  Esq. ,  born  July  22,  j 7 5 4 , 
and  died  Sept.  the  2nd,  1764,  Aged  10  years. 

In  Memory  of  Abraham  Morcereau,  who  died  Nov.  4,  181 1,  the  45th 
year  of  his  age.  Behold  me  here  as  you  pass  by, 

As  you  are  now  so  once  was  I, 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be 
Prepare  for  death  and  follow  me. 
Aletta  Winner.    Van    Horn.     Daniel   Van   Winkle.     Balicah.  John 
Collerd.    Jacob  Prior,  died  Feby.  7,  1826.     Sarah  Prior,  died   March  31, 
1838,  aged  87  years.  Jacob  Prior,  died  Oct.  2d,  1850.  Nicholay.  Vreeland. 
City  Cemetery,  Norwich,  Conn. 
The  duties  of  the  Committee  called  us  to  Norwich,   Conn.,  on  the 
4th  day  of  January,  1903.    The  first  Cemetery  visited  was   known  as  the 
"City  Cemetery."    The  first  burial  was  that  of  a  child;  a  broken  stone 
held  the  following  inscription.    Ye  fust  burial  in  ye  new  burying  ground 
1753.    Among  others  were  tlie  following:  Mrs.  Thankful,   relect  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Smith,  died  Aug.  17,  1796. 
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 Harris,  son  &  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Lydia   Harris,  drowned 

•Sept.  4th,  1774, 

I  If  re  lies  tin-  body  (if  Mrs.  Mary,  wife  to  Mr.  John  Young,  who 
died  Nov.  10,  A.  I).  1773,  in  the  35th  year  of  her  age. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Mrs.  Susannah,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Young,  who 
died  Jany.  251I1,  A.  I).,  1770 

Here  rests  the  mortal  part  of  Cupt.  Moses  Pierce,  who  was  drowned 
May  4,  1  7S f ,  aged  61  years. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Thankful  Pierce,  relict  of  Capt. 
Moses  Pierce,  who  died  Keby,  3rd.  i8i2I.     Aged  92  years. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  these  two  stones  containing  ihese  inscriptions 
is  the  following:  ''Re-erected  by  his(and  her)great-great  grandchildren." 
This  certainly  refutes  the  theory  that  when  dead  we  are  forgotten. 

It  would  seem  that  drowning  was  a  favorite  method  adopted  by  the 
people  of  the  good  old  town  of  Norwich  for  piercing  the  mysteries  of 
the  great  beyond. 

Y antic  Cemetery. 

The  next  one  was  the  Yantic  Cemetery.  After  a  search  of  the  records 
no  Underbills  were  found 

Nantucket  Cemetkries. 

A  visit  to  the  Island  of  Nantucket  gave  this  information.  We  found 
there  were  seven  cemeteries  as  follows:  Presbyterian  North,  Presbyterian 
South,  Roman  Catholic,  Colored,  Prospect  Hill,  Quaker,  and  one  private 
family  burying  ground. 

Quaker  Burying  Ground. 

The  Quaker  Burying  Ground  was  well  filled,  two-thirds  of  the  graves 
having  no  headstones,  as  was  the  custom  We  found  many  distinguished 
family  names,  such  as  Coffin.  Kolger.  Swain.  Macy.  Russell.  These 
names  are  also  found  in  the  other  Cemeteries. 

Nantucket,  Mass. 

The  first  town  on  the  island  was  built  on  a  hill  near  the  center.  It 
was  called  "Sherburne."  The  inhabitants  were  nearly  all  whalers,  and 
after  a  time,  owing  to  the  fact  there  was  another  town  of  the  same  name 
in  Mass.,  and  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  near  the  water,  the  town 
was  moved  to  the  present  site  of  Nantucket,  each  family  moving  its  own 
house,  a  distance  of  three  miles.  On  the  spot  where  the  old  town  stood 
is  a  tine  monument  of  granite,  on  which  is  a  list  of  the  people  buried  here 
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and  a  statement  of  the  moving  of  the  Church,  now  part  of  the  North 
Presbyterian. 

Erected  A.D.  i88r  By  Descendants  of  the  First  Seltlcis  of  Nantucket. 
In  Memory  of  those  whose  names  are  buried  on  this  hallowed  spot  where 
stood  the  first  Church,  gathered  here  in  I  71 1,  since  removed  to  where  it 
now  stands  as  the  vestry  of  the  First  Congregational  Society. 


1609 

Tristram  Coffin 

i6Sr 

1608 

Thomas  Macy 

1682 

1604 

Edward  Starbuck 

1690 

1 61 7 

Peter  Folger 

1690 

1624 

John  Gardner 

1 706 

1640 

John  Coleman 

1 715 

1664 

John  Swain,  Jr. 

1738 

1626 

Richard  Gardner 

j68S 

159$ 

Christopher  Hussey 

1686 

1640 

William  Bunker 

1712 

le  Descendants 

of  these  worthy  ones  have 

been 

for  their  courage  and  energy  and  left  a  record  for  others  to  emulate. 
Monument  to  Franklin's  Mother. 

On  the  road  leading  from  Nantucket  to  the  shore  at  Madaket  (a  life 
saving  station,)  is  a  watering  trough  of  granite,  on  which  is  the  following 
history  on  a  tablet.  This  tablet  is  erected  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  in  commemoration  of 

ABIAH  FOLGER  FRANKLIN, 
daughter  of  Peter  P'olger,  wife  of  Josiah  Franklin,  and  mother  of 

Benjamin  Franklin 
She  was  born  August  15,  1667,  in  a  house  which  stood  two  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  north,  fifty  two  degrees  west,  from  this  spot,  and  died  in  Boston 
1752.  On  the  water  trough  side  is  the  following:  This  fountain  is  given 
to  the  town  of  Nantucket  by  the  Abiah  Folger  Franklin  Chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  1900. 

Sherburne. 

A  granite  stone  of  insignificant  dimensions  is  erected  at  Sherburne 
site.  Here  lyes  buried  ye  body  of  John  Gardner,  Esq,  Aged  82,  who  died 
May,  ,1706.  This  stone  erected  in  1881,  replaces  one  removed  for 
preservation,  which  marked  this  spot  for  175  years. 
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Prospect  Hn.i„  Cemetery. 

The  oldest  grave  in  Prospect  Hill  Cemetery  was  dated  lSl 2. 

North  Cemetery. 
In  the  North  Cemetery,  Presbyterian,  the  oldest   grave   was   that  oi 
Margaret   Hussey,   1746.     Here   also  was  a  monument  about   eight  feet 
high  in  memory  of  Robert  Katliffe,  who  had  an  eventful  career.     It  reads 
as  follows: 

Robert  RatIJFFE,  Born  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  England,  Feb'y 
25,  1794     Died  at  Nantucket,  Feb.  20,  18S2,  aged  88. 

He  was  a  seaman  on  board  the  ship  Northumberland,  84  guns,  under 
command  of  Sir  George  Cockburn,  that  conveyed  Napoleon  Bonaparte  10 
Sr..  Helena  in  1815,  and  received  marked  attention  from  the  Great 
Emperor.  He  was  also  a  seaman  on  the  Albion,  74  guns,  in  the  attack 
on  the  city  of  Washington,  1814.  In  1820  he  was  shipwrecked  on  the 
Island  of  Nantucket,  where  he  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  known  as  a  successful  master  rigger,  for  50  years  honored  for  his 
integrity,  respected  for  his  uniform  courtesy ,  and  beloved  for  his  kindness 
and  generosity. 

South  Presbyterian  Cemetery. 

In  the  South  (Presbyterian)  Cemetery  are  the  following: 
D.  of  R.  Evelyn  W.  King,  born  Aug.  1,  1873,  died    May   29,  1900, 
Loved  by  all. 

Erected  by  a  number  of  young  men  friends  of  the  deceased   to  the 
memory  of  Susan  P.  daughter  of  Zimri   &   Sarah   Cleveland,    who  was 
drowned  in  Madaket  Harbor,  July  24,  1849.    AL  24  years  9  mos.  ;6  days. 
Gaily  and  brightly  the  waves  danced  before  thee 
And  wooed  thee  with  smiles  to  disport  on  their  breast, 
The  angel  of  death  on  their  bosom  hath  found  thee, 
And  borne  thee  away  to  the  land  of  the  blest. 

Glasgow  Cemetery. 
From  Nantucket  to  Glasgow,  New  York,  was  the  next  step,  and  a 
burying  ground  at  a  place  called  Flatbush,  near  the  town  of  Glasgow, 
was  found  on  a  farm  of  about  109  acres.  A  Dutch  Reformed  Church  ami 
the  names  herewith  were  found  there:  John  Osterhoudt,  died  Dec.  23, 
1818,  aged  73  yrs.  Joseph  Davis,  born  July  5,  1761,  died  Sept.  23rd, 
1830,  aged  75  years.  Peter  Edmond,  son  of  Peter  L.  and  Catherine 
Osterhoudt,  died  May  12th,  1813,  aged  20  years.    Catherine,  daughter  of 
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Edmond  and  Sarah  Osterhoudt,  born  April  13th,  1782,  died  July  14,  1798, 
aged  16  years.  John  Davis,  died  S.  6,  1846,  aged  41  years.  Peter  L. 
Osterhoudt,  died  Nov.  10,  1809,  aged  61  years.  Anna  Beuhand,  wife  of 
Joseph  Davis,  born  March  30,  1 771 ,  died  June  14,  1867,  aged  96  years. 

Storm  King 

In  a  graveyard  situated  in  the  woods  at  a  cove  south  of  Storm  King 
Mountain,  in  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson,  was  found  July  5th,  1903,  a 
monument  surrounded  by  a  high  picket  fence,  with  a  few  gravestones 
entirely  overgrown  with  underbrush.  The  place  seemed  to  have  been 
neglected  for  years,  no  burial  having  taken  place  in  sixty  years:  Lydia 
Jane,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  Coomb,  who  died  July  10,  1834,  aged 
30  yrs.  and  3  mos.  Isaac  Saunder,  died  Aug.  18,  aged  83  yrs.  Martha 
Saunders,  died  Feby.  29,  184S,  aged  73  yrs.  5  mos.  and  26  days. 

In  memory  of  John  Edwards,  a  native  of  Munnvshire,  Scotland, 
died  Jany.  5,  1843,  aged  58  yrs  and  28  days,  father  of  John  Edwards, 
and  grandfather  of  Lott  Spader  Edwards,  both  of  87  Ash  Street, 
Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Harriet,  wife  of  John  Coomb,  died  Jan.  26,  1829,  aged  43  yrs. 
7  mos.  and  8  days.  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  Coomb, 
died  Dec.  21,  1839,  aged  19  yrs.  4  mos.  and  24  days. 

Francis  Jay  Underhill,  Chairman. 


PLACE  OF  MEETING  COMMITTEE. 

Brooklyn,  May  12th,  1906 
The  Place  of  Meeting  Committee  has  secured  places  as  follows: 

Executive  Committee,  September,  198  Rutledge  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Executive  Committee,  January,  198  Rutledge  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Board  of  Directors,  166  West  95th  Street,  Manhattan. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  with  pneumonia 
the  February  17th  meeting  was  omitted,  no  place  secured. 

Executive  Committee,  April,  198  Rutledge  Street,  Brooklyn. 

Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting,  May  12th,  Friends'  Meeting  House, 
Eas,t  20th  Street,  Manhattan. 

Reunion,  October,  Friends'  Seminary  Library,  E.  16  St.,  Manhattan. 

G.  D.  Bertholf,  Chairman. 


38 


MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE. 

Manhattan,  N.  Y.  C,  May  12th,  1906 
The  Membership  Committee  makes  the  following  report: 
No  new  members  the  past  year.  One  resignation.  15  names 
dropped  from  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues.  6  members  have  died 
since  May  13th,  1905.  Leaving  138  members  on  roll.  Your  Chairman 
hopes  that  the  coming  year  many  new  names  may  be  added ,  and  that 
each  member  will  make  special  efforts  to  get  new  members. 

Jamhs  E.  Undkkhill,  Chairman. 

COAT-ARMOR  COMMITTEE. 

Manhattan,  N.  Y.  C,  May  12,  1906 
Your  Coat- Armor  Committee  reports  that  many  letters  have  been 
received  asking  what  is  the  Coat-Armor  for  the  Underbill  Family  to 
use.  -  In  reply  to  these  inquiries  your  Committee  is  preparing  a  cir- 
culAr  describing  the  correct  Coat-armor  to  be  used  by  the  American 
Underbills.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  \V.  Dorhmus,  Chairman 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Manhattan,  N.  Y.  C  ,  May  12th,  1906 
The  Publication  Committee  has  not  been  able  to  do  any  active 
work  owing  to  lack  of  funds  in  the  treasury  to  pay  for  printing  the 
Reports  and  Folders  needed.  The  Folder  for  1905  was  issued,  leaving 
off  the  list  of  members,  thus  reducing  the  cost  of  printing.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  authorized  the  publication  of  the  10th,  nth,  i2th 
and  13th  Reports,  combined  in  one  book,  when  the  funds  in  the 
treasury  will  allow.  Irving  Underhill,  Chairman, 

REPORT  OF  NECROLOGIST. 

Brooklyn,  May  12,  1906 
The  Necrology  for  the  year  just  ending  has  been  the  most  noted 
in  the  life  of  the  Society.    This  is  the  list  of  deaths  for  the  year: 
Mrs.  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  our  President,  May  21st,  1905. 
Mrs.  Hannah  Emery,  Hon.  Member,  Washington, Vt. ,  July,  1905. 
Elias  H.  Underbill,  October  17th,  1905. 

Francis  F.  Underbill,  Vice-President,  November  12th,  1905. 

Peter  U.  Fowler,  January  13th,  1906. 

Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  March  22d,  1006. 

Hon.  Isaac  Townsend  Smith,  March  30th,  1906. 

Josephine  Lowerre,  Necrologist 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

"UNDKK  H  I  LI.  SOCIETY  OK  AMERICA1' 

(Period  from  May  8th,  1905,  to  May  12th,  1906) 
Your  Treasurer  would  respectfully  ask  your  attention   to  the  following 
Report  of  the  financial  condition  for  the  year  1905-1906: 
RECEIPTS 

Balance,  May  8th,  1905  $71 .07 

Dues  and  "Newes  from  America"  284  00 


EXPENDITURES 

1905. 

May  10 — Geul.  Ex.  mov.  Lib'y  $io  00 

10  —       44   5  00 

10 —       "   2  00 

June   6 —       "   5.00 

6 — Sec.  Exp  3.00 

July   2 — L.  H.  Underhill  5.00 

2— Sec.  Exp  '.  1.25 

May  23 —  44  notices  death  Pres  5.00 
23 —    "    Janitor  Fr.  M.  H...2.00 

Sept  19 — L.  H.  Underhill  ,  15  00 

19 — L-  Hubbell  1.05 

19— N.Y.  Biog.&Gen.  S0C....5.00 

Oct.    7— Gen.  Ex.  Janitor  2.00 

9—    "   I.50 

12 —    44   0.70 

12 —    44   0.60 


$355  07 


Oct.  12— Sec.  Ex  1.20 

Nov.  2 — E  K.  Todd  2000 

2 — Gen.  Ex  5  00 

2—    44   045 

2—    44     B.  P.  Com.o  80 

2 — Sec.  Ex  2  00 

5 —    44   2.00 

1906. 

Jan.  1 1 —    44    2.00 

Apl.  7—  L.  H.  Underhill. ..5  00 


7- 
7- 
30- 


Sec.  Exp  

-Mont.  Fund.  . 
-N.Y. Biog.  & 
Gen.  Soc... 

30 — Gen.  Ex  

30—  44   

May  12 —  44   


...3.00 
130.00 


.5  00 
.2  00 
.3.00 

.2  OO  $247.55 


Balance  May  12th,  1906  $107.52 

Monument  Fund  — — 

May  1st,  1905 — In  Bank  $2, 764. 36 

May  1st,  1906— Donations  155-°° 

$2,919.36 


E.  C.  Underhill,  Treasurer. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Report  printed  August,  1912  D-  HARRIS  UNDERHILL,  Cor.  Sec. 
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UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  LIBRARY 
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Irving  Underhill  Harry  B.  Underhill 

Mrs.  Edith  F.  Heald  Allen  B.  Underhill 

Finance,  Francis  Jay  Underhill,  Chairman 

Myron  C.  Taylor  Willard  U.  Taylor 

Monument,  Myron  C.  Taylor,  Chairman 

Francis  Jay  Underhill  Harvey  I.  Underhill 

Augustus  P.  Underhill  Irving  Underhill 

John  Garrett  Underhill  W.  S.  Hendrick 

Necrologist,  Mrs.  Edith  F.  Heald 

HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Mrs.  Marianna  U.  Cocks  Douglas  Leffingwell 

Mrs.  George  H.  Morse  Hon.  Thomas  P.  Peters 

Lieut.  Col.  Roosevelt  Sir  Arthur  Underhill 

LIFE  MEMBERS 

Miss  Jennie  A.  Fowler  Allen  B.  Underhill 

Ingersoll  Day  Townsend  Willard  U.  Taylor,  Jr. 

Francis  Jay  Underhill  Jacob  Underhill 

NEW  MEMBERS 
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Godfrey,  Cutler  Macauley  Ridgewood,  N.  J. 
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Moorhouse,  George  H.  New  York  City 

Moorhouse,  Miss  Harriet  Des  Moines,  la. 
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WALTER  LISPENARD  SUYDAM 


WALTER  LISPENARD  SUYDAM 


Born:    March  20,  1854 
Died:    August  10,  1930 
First  Vice-President 
Underhill  Society  of  America 


Walter  Lispenard  Suydam,  First  Vice-President  of  the  Underhill 
Society  of  America,  died  at  Blue  Point,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  August  10, 
1930,  at  the  age  of  76. 

Mr.  Suydam  was  born  in  New  York  City,  the  son  of  Charles  Suydam 
and  Anne  White  Schermerhorn. 

He  was  a  descendent  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  in  the  8th  generation. 

The  line  of  descent  follows: 


Born — Died 

Capt.  John  Underhill 

1597-1672 

Nathaniel  Underhill 

1663-1710 

Nathaniel  Underhill 

1690-1725 

Israel  Underhill 

1732-1806 

Anthony  Lispenard 

Underhill 

1763-1847 

Eliza  Underhill 

1788-1844 

Charles  Suydam 

1818- 

Walter  Lispenard  Suydam  1854-1930 

Born — Died 

Elizabeth  Feake  1633-1674 
Mary  Ferris 

Mary  Hunt  1692- 

Abigail  Lispenard  1739-1806 

Clarina  Bartow  1769-1836 

Ferdinand  Suydam  1816- 

Anne  Schermerhorn  1818-1882 
Jane  Mesier 
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Extract  from  the  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Record,  April  1931 


Walter  Lispenard  Suydam,  a  life  member  of  the  New  York  Genealog- 
ical Society,  died  at  his  summer  home  at  Blue  Point,  Long  Island,  on 
August  10,  1930.  His  funeral  was  held  on  August  12,  1930,  in  St.  Ann's 
Episcopal  Church,  Sayville,  Long  Island,  which  was  erected  by  Mr. 
Suydam  and  his  late  sister,  Mrs.  Robert  Fulton  Cutting,  as  a  memorial 
to  their  parents. 

Mr.  Suydam  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  May  20,  1854,  the  son  of 
Charles  Suydam  and  Anne  White  Schermerhorn.  He  was  directly  de- 
scended in  the  male  line  from  Hendrick  Rycken  Suydam  ("Van  Zurzt 
Dam"),  who  emigrated  from  Holland  to  New  Amsterdam  about 
1663,  through  the  following  line:  Ryck2  Suydam,  Jan?,  Hendrick4, 
Ferdinand5,  Charles6,  Walter  Lispenard7,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Suydam  was  formerly  a  New  York  grain  broker,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange.  He  retired  at  an  early  age  to 
supervise  his  real  estate  holdings. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Union,  Metropolitan,  the  Army  and  Navy 
Clubs,  the  Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the 
St.  Nicholas  Society  and  the  Holland  Society,  and  was  also  first  vice- 
president  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

His  New  York  residence  was  5  East  76th  Street. 

On  April  29,  1875,  he  married  his  second  cousin,  Jane  Mesier  Suydam, 
who  was  also  descended  in  a  direct  male  line  from  Hendrick  Rycken 
Suydam.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  his  only  child,  a  son,  Walter 
Lispenard  Suydam,  Jr. 
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UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 

247  Winthrop  St.,  Flatbush,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Organized  June  1G,  1892;  Incorporated  Feb.  7,  1903. 


Motto:  "Live  and  love  ever  looking  upwards" 


THIRTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 

May  23,  1931. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America: 

I  hereby  submit  my  thirty-ninth  Annual  Report  as  Cor- 
responding Secretary  and  Family  Historian. 

After  fifty-eight  years  of  compiling  material  for  the  His- 
tory and  Genealogy  of  the  Underhill  Family,  the  organizing 
of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America  in  1892,  the  establish- 
ing of  the  Underhill  Society  Library  in  1896,  the  reproduc- 
tion of  200  copies  in  1902  of  Capt.  John  Underbill's  "Newes 
from  America,  1638,"  the  erection  of  a  Monument  to  the 
memory  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  in  1908,  the  incorporation 
of  two  Underhill  Burying  Grounds;  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
inform  you  the  year  1931  will  see  the  completion  of  the 
Underhill  Genealogy,  301  years  after  the  arrival  of  Capt. 
John  Underhill  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1630. 

Owing  to  the  interest  taken  by  the  Underhill  Family  in 
these  events  I  am  encouraged  to  forward  the  Underhill 
Genealogy  to  its  completion. 

This  could  not  have  been  accomplished  had  it  not  been 
for  the  enthusiasm  of  our  President,  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 
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the  financial  support  of  our  Vice-President,  Myron  C. 
Taylor  (whose  mother  was  a  descendent  of  Capt.  John 
Underhill)  the  deep  interest  taken  in  my  voluminous  manu- 
script and  records  by  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost,  the  well- 
known  Genealogist  (whose  husband  Dr.  Samuel  Knapp 
Frost,  was  a  descendent  of  Capt.  John  Underhill).  The 
interest  taken  by  members  of  the  Underhillr  Family  and 
their  friends,  many  of  whom  furnished  information  of  their 
complete  family  records. 

I  feel  well  paid  for  the  years  of  labor  and  toil  in  bringing 
to  completion  in  my  eighty-first  year  the  four  volumes  of 
the  Underhill  Genealogy. 

Your  Corresponding  Secretary  is  greatly  pleased  and  en- 
couraged by  the  addition  of  many  new  members  from  year 
to  year  and  the  loss  by  death  and  otherwise  of  so  few. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  new  members  will  be  added  as  the 
interest  in  the  Society  increases. 

If  every  member  will  take  interest  and  try  and  obtain  a 
new  member  very  soon  our  membership  will  be  greatly 
increased. 

One  of  our  members  has  in  two  years  added  four  members. 
The  work  done  by  the  various  committees  will  be  found 
under  Reports  of  Committees. 

Mail  matter  received  to  date,  15,628  pieces. 
Mail  matter  sent  out  to  date,  22,921  pieces. 
I  wish  you  all  a  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  vacation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
D.  Harris  Underhill, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


MINUTES 

of  the 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America 
Held  on  May  23,  1931 

The  thirty-ninth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  on  Saturday,  May  23, 
1931,  at  two  P.  M.  at  the  residence  of  the  President,  Francis  Jay 
Underhill,  25  Washington  Square  North,  New  York  City. 

ADDRESS 

President  Francis  Jay  Underhill  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  two 
P.  M.,  addressing  the  Society  as  follows: 

The  year  1930  has  been  significant  for  its  successful  genealogical  re- 
search and  study  in  the  United  States,  England  and  Holland. 

Notable  progress  has  been  made,  and  discoveries  rewarded  the  efforts 
of  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost,  Harry  B.  Underhill,  Dr.  de  Pater  and  J.  H. 
Morrison. 

David  Harris  Underhill  has  been  faithful  and  zealous  in  assisting 
Mrs.  Frost  and  furnishing  her  with  material. 

Two  volumes  of  the  Genealogy  are  now  printed. 

We  lament  and  regret  the  death  of  Walter  Lispenard  Suydam,  the 
first  vice-president  of  your  Society. 

Mr.  Suydam  joined  the  Society  in  1904,  was  elected  its  first  vice- 
president  in  1906,  and  held  that  office  until  his  death. 

He  forwarded  the  affairs  of  the  Society  in  many  ways,  was  active  in 
raising  funds  for  the  Monument  to  Capt.  John  Underhill,  and  furnished 
photographs  of  important  members  of  the  family. 

We  have  lost  a  valued  member  who  was  prominent  in  the  business 
and  social  life  of  New  York  and  Long  Island  and  in  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Societies  and  Club  circles. 

We  are  indebted  to  Myron  C.  Taylor  beyond  any  measure  of  praise 
and  thankfulness  for  his  abiding  interest,  counsel  and  wisdom  in  direct- 
ing the  Underhill  research  here  and  abroad;  without  his  activity  and 
aid  the  work  could  not  have  progressed  to  this  most  interesting  and 
successful  period. 


7 


Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost's  Report 

Mr.  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 

President  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America. 

My  dear  Mr.  Underhill: 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  the  editing  of  the  Underhill 
Genealogy  will  be  completed  before  the  end  of  this  year.  This  publi- 
cation will  consist  of  four  large  volumes  and  comprise  mainly  the  ances- 
try of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  his  numerous  military  activities  in  this 
country  and  his  descendents. 

It  will  also  contain  the  life  and  family  of  Humphrey  Underhill,  his 
cousin,  who  lived  and  died  in  Rye,  N.  V.;  also  the  family  of  Sampson 
Underhill  of  New  Hampshire  and  his  many  descendents  as  well  as  num- 
erous miscellaneous  families  whose  connection  with  Capt.  John 
Underhill  have  not  been  definitely  determined. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
\  Josephine  C.  Frost,  Editor. 

June  3,  1931. 

On  motion  the  minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  held  May  30,  1930, 
were  adopted. 

On  motion  the  Corresponding  Secretary's  Report  was  adopted  as  read. 

Motion — That  the  Treasurer's,  the  Librarian's  and  the  Necrologist's 
Reports  be  adopted.  Carried. 

Motion — That  all  Reports  of  Committees  be  printed  in  the  Annual 
Report.  Carried. 

Motion — That  the  Publication  Committee  have  had  printed  200 
copies  of  the  Annual  Report  and  200  copies  of  the  1931  cards  of  the 
Officers  and  Committees.  Carried. 

Motion — That  the  Report  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Frost  for  the  Editorial  Com- 
mittee on  the  progress  made  on  the  Underhill  Genealogy  be  accepted 
with  thanks.  Carried. 

Motion — It  is  resolved  that  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society  are 
not  to  be  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of  without  the  consent  and  advice 
of  the  President  and  the  Directors.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  is 
requested  to  make  a  statement  in  writing  of  sets  complete  and  broken 
and  number  of  each  report  on  hand.  Carried. 

Motion — Our  Corresponding  Secretary  is  authorized  to  make  short 
trips  in  the  country  and  about  New  York  in  the  interest  of  the  Society 
and  to  obtain  new  members,  to  keep  his  expense  account  and  to  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Society.  Carried. 

Motion — that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  the  election  of  the 
following  Officers  and  Directors.  Carried. 

The  Secretary  declares  the  Officers  and  Directors  named  for  the  en- 
suing year,  1931-1932,  were  elected  as  follows: 
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OFFICERS,  1931-1932 
Francis  Jay  Underbill,  President. 

Vice-Presidents,  Willard  Underhill  Taylor,  Harvey  Israel  Underhill, 
Myron  C.  Taylor,  Edwin  S.  Underhill,  Harry  Bert  Underhill,  Allen  B. 
Underhill. 

David  Harris  Underhill,  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Family  His- 
torian. 

Mrs.  Portia  Willis  Berg,  Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Emma  R.  Hanmer,  Assistant  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
and  Family  Historian. 

Irving  Underhill,  Treasurer. 

Miss  Lucinda  H.  Underhill,  Librarian. 

Mrs.  Edith  F.  Heald,  Necrologist. 

DIRECTORS 
Francis  Jay  Underhill,  President. 

D.  Harris  Underhill,  Secretary;  Willard  U.  Taylor,  Harvey  I. 
Underhill,  Myron  C.  Taylor,  Irving  Underhill,  Edwin  S.  Underhill,  Jr., 
Harry  B.  Underhill,  Allen  B.  Underhill. 

Motion — That  the  following  names  enrolled  as  members  by  the 
Membership  Committee  be  elected  members  of  the  Underhill  Society 
of  America.  Carried. 

Motion  to  adjourn.  Carried. 

COMMITTEES,  1931-1932 

Membership — Edwin  S.  Underhill,  Jr.,  Corning,  N.  Y.,  Chairman; 
Harvey  I.  Underhill,  Mrs.  Etta  D.  Rees,  Mrs.  Portia  Willis  Berg. 

Publication — Irving  Underhill,  Chairman;  John  Garrett  Underhill, 
Allen  B.  Underhill. 

Library — Mrs.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  Chairman;  Miss  Anna  L. 
Prichard,  Harry  B.  Underhill,  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Adriance. 

Burial  Place — George  H.  Moorhouse,  Chairman;  Irving  Underhill, 
Harry  B.  Underhill,  Mrs.  Edith  F.  Heald,  Allen  B.  Underhill. 

Finance — Francis  Jay  Underhill,  Chairman;  Myron  C.  Taylor, 
Willard  U.  Taylor. 

Monument — Myron  C.  Taylor,  Chairman;  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 
Augustus  P.  Underhill,  John  Garrett  Underhill,  Harvey  I.  Underhill, 
Irving  Underhill,  W.  S.  Hendrick. 

Necrologist — Mrs.  Edith  F.  Heald. 

D.  Harris  Underhill, 
Secretary,  Pro-tem. 
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COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

May  1931 

Membership  Committee — Edwin  S.  Underhill,  Jr.,  Corning,  N.  Y., 
Chairman. 

Total  Membership,  May  30,  1930   85 

Joined  during  the  Year   6 

91 

Died   2 

Total  Membership,  May  23,  1931   89 

HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Cocks,  Mrs.  Marianna  Underhill  Glen  Cove,  N.  Y. 

Leffingwell,  Douglas  Bar  Harbor,  Me. 

Morse,  Mrs.  George  H  New  York  City 

Peters,  Hon.  Thomas  P  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Roosevelt,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Oyster  Bay,  N.  Y. 

Underhill,  Sir  Arthur  London,  Eng. 

Underhill,  Jacob  Bayville,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

LIFE  MEMBERS 

Fowler,  Miss  Jennie  A  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Taylor,  Willard  Underhill,  Jr  Garden  City,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

Townscnd,  Ingersoll  Day  

Underhill,  Allen  B  Summit,  N.  J. 

Underhill,  Francis  Jay  New  York  City 

NEW  MEMBERS 

Clarke,  Rev.  James  Winslow  Waterville,  N.  Y. 

Godfrey,  Cutler  Macauley  Ridgewood,  N.  J. 

Godfrey,  Kent  Ridgewood,  N.  J. 

Moorhouse,  George  H  New  York  City 

Moorhouse,  Miss  Harriet  E  Des  Moines,  la. 

Underhill,  Odie  William  Morganton,  N.  C. 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE 
Irving  Underhill,  Chairman 
Two  hundred  copies  of  the  thirty-eighth  Annual  Reports  and  Cards 
of  Officers,  Committees,  etc.,  were  printed  and  mailed  to  members, 
Libraries  and  Historical  Societies. 
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MARRIED 
Underbill  -  Dudley 
Miss  Marion  Louise  Dudley,  daughter  of  Mrs.  J.  L.  Dudley  of  Strath- 
more  Road,  Brookline,  Mass.,  became  the  bride  of  F.  Hopewell  Underhill, 
son  of  William  Prince  Underhill  (a  member  of  the  Underhill  Society  of 
America)  on  May  10,  1930. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underhill  will  make  their  home  in  Newtonville,  Mass. 

Adriance  -  Wall 

Miss  Margaret  Mellville  Wall,  daughter  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  James 
Wall,  married  in  St.  Ann's  Church,  Sayville,  L.  1.,  N.  Y.,  August  16, 
1930,  to  Mr.  John  Gregory  Adriance,  son  of  Mrs.  Adriance,  member  of 
the  Underhill  Society  of  America. 

LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 
Miss  Lucinda  H.  Underhill,  Librarian 
Accessions  to  the  Library  have  been: 
Brooklyn  Chamber  of  Commerce — 5  Magazines. 
Denver  Public  Library — 3  Lists  of  Books. 
Hudson  River  Day  Line — Map  Indian  Point. 
Roosevelt  Memorial — Pamphlets. 
St.  Paul's  P.  E.  Church,  Eastchester— 7  Bulletins. 
Taylor,  Mr.  M.  C. — 5  Magazines. 

NECROLOGIST 
Mrs.  Edith  Franklin  Heald 
Mr.  Walter  Lispenard  Suydam,  first  vice-president,  died  at  Blue 
Point,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  August  10,  1930. 

Mrs.  Wilbur  A.  Drake  died  at  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  Feb.  4,  1930. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS,  PICTURES,  ETC. 

No.  (1606),  Photo,  two  Memorial  Windows  of  Heraldic  designs, 
representing  coat-armor  of  which  one  is  of  Underhill.  In  this 
church,  The  Quinton  Episcopal  Church,  Stratford-on-Avon,  England, 
the  Underhill  Family  worshipped  for  over  200  years.  Also  an  illus- 
trated booklet.  Presented  by  the  Rector,  Rev.  Jackson  H.  Poole,  May 
27,  1930.  (1607),  Coat-armor  in  colors,  by  Irving  Underhill;  (1608), 
Clipping,  Myron  C.  Taylor;  (1609),  World  War  Permit,  Camp  Lee, 
Va.,  July  11,  1918,  to  C.  H.  Fisher,  by  C.  W.  U.;  (1611),  Photo, 
David  Harris  Underhill;  (1612),  Clipping,  illustrated  article  and  (1613) 
in  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle,  Oct.  12,  1930,  and  Herald-Tribune  Bar-relief 
on  Capt.  John  Underhill  monument,  Oct.  13,  1930,  Mrs.  Portia  Willis 
Berg;  (1614),  Photo,  Gravestone  erected  by  Airs.  J.  C.  Frost  in  the 
Southold,  L.  1.,  N.  Y.,  Cemetery  at  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor's  request, 
Nov.  25, 1930.  "To  the  memory  of  Helena,  wife  of  Capt.  John  Underhill, 
1658."  (1615-1632),  Historic  Postcards,  presented  by  Mrs.  Etta  D.  Rees, 
Boston,  Sept.  24,  1923.  (1615),  Battle  Monument,  Concord ;  (1616), 
Minuteman,  Concord;  (1617),  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson's  Grave,  Con- 
cord; (1618),  Old  Belfrey,  Lexington;  (1619),  Minuteman,  Lexington; 
(1620),  Thoreau  Cairn,  Concord;  (1621),  The  Old  Manse,  Concord; 
(1622),  Home  of  Louisa  Alcott,  Concord;  (1623),  Wright  Tavern,  A.  D. 
1747,  Concord;  (1624),  Lexington  Battle  Ground,  Lexington;  (1625), 
Old  Hancock-Clark  House,  built  in  1694  A.  D.,  Lexington;  (1626), 
Home  of  John  Harrington,  April  19, 1775,  Lexington;  (1627),  Old  Chap- 
ter House,  170S,  Concord;  (1628),  Home  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson, 
Concord;  (1629),  Old  North  Bridge;  Concord,  (1630),  Old  Boulder,  Line 
of  the  Minute  Men,  Lexington;  (1631),  Battle  of  Lexington;  (1632), 
Hawthorne  Home,  Concord;  (1633-1639),  Photographs  and  Postcards 
presented  by  Rev.  James  Winslow  Clark,  Waterville,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  21, 
1931 ;  (1633),  Photo,  Rev.  James  Winslow  Clark;  (1634),  Postcard  Grace 
Episcopal  Church  interior,  Waterville,  N.  Y. ;  (1635),  Postcard,  Grace 
Episcopal  Church,  Waterville,  N.  Y.;  (1636),  Postcard,  Llome  of  the 
late  Charlamaigne  Tower,  American  Ambassador  to  Germany.  (1637), 
Postcard,  summer  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Putnam,  Waterville, 
N.  Y.;  (1638),  1'ostcard,  Home  of  the  late  William  Curry  Sanger  of 
Waterville,  N.  Y.;  (1639),  Hop  field,  Waterville,  N.  Y.;  (1633-1639), 
presented  by  Rev.  James  Winslow  Clark,  Waterville,  N.  Y.;  (1640- 
1645),  Photograph,  group;  (16-10),  Mr.  F.  C.  Moorhouse,  Des  Moines, 
la. ;  (1041),  Mrs.  F.  C.  Moorhouse,  Des  Moines,  la. ;  (1642),  George  H. 
Moorhouse,  New  York  City;  (1643),  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Moorhouse,  Des 
Moines,  la.;  (1644),  Mr.  E.  W.  Moorhouse,  Wilmington,  Del.;  (1645), 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Moorhouse,  presented  by  Mr.  George  H.  Moorhouse,  Hotel 
Endicott,  New  York  City,  Feb.  26,  1931. 
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Your  co-operation  is  requested  in  the  matter  of 


THE  UNDERHILL  WESTCHESTER 
BURYING  GROUND,  INC. 

The  above  Corporation  solicit  and  request  your  interest 
and  subscriptions  to  a  fund  to  create  a  permanent  Memorial, 
using  the  old  head  stones  taken  from  the  Israel  Underhill 
Family  Burying  Ground  located  at  what  was  then  known 
as  Williams  Bridge,  New  York. 

These  stones  were  removed  and  stored  when  the  Depart- 
ment of  Streets  of  New  York  cut  through  the  property  to 
form  streets  and  avenues  which  left  the  above  named  Cor- 
poration a  corner  lot  of  forty  feet  on  Colden  Avenue  and  one 
hundred  feet  on  Adee  Avenue  (originally  205th  Street)  and 
is  now  located  near  the  Burke  Avenue  Station  of  the  Inter- 
borough  Rapid  Transit  R.  R. 

This  corner  plot  should  be  improved  and  properly  mark- 
ed, using  the  old  head  stones  well  set  in  a  wall  of  brick  and 
mortar,  and  a  memorial  tablet  or  small  monument  in  the 
center  of  the  Old  Burying  Ground  describing  briefly  those 
buried  there  giving  the  necessary  dates. 

The  larger  the  fund  raised  the  more  appropriate  and  dig- 
nified the  Memorial,  thus  perpetuating  for  all  time  the 
families  and  descendents  of  Nathaniel  Underhill,  born  in 
1G03,  (son  of  Captain  John)  and  his  son  Nathaniel  and  his 
son  Israel;  all  descendents  should  be  interested  and  are 
particularly  urged  and  invited  to  create  and  perpetuate 
this  Memorial  by  sending  their  subscriptions  to  Irving 
Underhill,  Treasurer,  17  Park  Place,  New  York  City. 
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TREASURERS  REPORT 

April  30,  1931 


Receipts 

Balance  on  hand,  April  30,  1930  $  8.80 

Received  for  dues   275.00 

Received  for  Genealogical  information   10.00 


3293.80 

Disbursements 

Rent  for  Underhill  Society  Library— 12  months  @  39.00.  .3108.00 

Secretary's  Expenses,  Postage,  etc   19.00 

Treasurer's  Expenses,  Postage,  etc   3.00 

Dues  in  Kings  County  Historical  Society   2.00 

Dues  in  New  York  Gen.  and  Biog.  Society   15.00 

Printing  Annual  Report,  Halftone  Cuts,  Notices  of 

Meetings,  etc   96.28 

Expenses  for  moving  Library  from  323  Rutland  Road  to 

247  Winthrop  St,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y   10.00 

Rubber  Stamp,  "No  Receipt  unless  Requested"   .25 

Half  of  Genealogical  information  to  D.  Harris  Underhill, 

Secretary   5.00 

3258.53 

Balance  April  30th,  1930   35.27 

3293.80 

Accounts  receivable  for  dues,  April  30,  1931,  3200. 

Bequests  in  Savings  Bank 

N.  J.  T.  G.  &  T.  Co,  J.  C  3100 


East  River  Savings  Bank 

balance  from  Monument  Fund.  ...  10 


Irving  Underhill, 

Treasurer. 

D.  Harris  Underhill, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
Report  printed  June,  1931. 
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Printed  by 
CORNING  PRINTING  CO.,  INC. 
E.  S.  Undcrhill,  Jr.,  President 


THE 


®ntrerfrill  ii>orietj> 

OF  AMERICA 
247  Winthrop  Street,  Flatbush,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Organized  June  16,  1892     Incorporated  February  7,  1903 


D.  HARRIS  UNDERHILL  WILLARD  U.  TAYLOR 

Cor.  Sec.  and  Family  Historian  President 


FORTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

MAY  4,  1932 


19  3  2 


{Hnberfjtll  Hwrietp  of  America 

247  Winthrop  Street,  Flatbdsh,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 


Officers,  1932-1933 

President 

WILLARD  UNDERHILL  TAYLOR 
Vice-PresiJents 

FRANCIS  JAY  UNDERHILL  HARRY  B.  UNDERHILL 

HARVEY  I.  UNDERHILL  ALLEN  B.  UNDERHILL 

EDWIN  S.  UNDERHILL,  Jr.  IRVING  UNDERHILL 

THOMAS  F.  UNDERHILL 


Corresponding  Secretary  and  Family  Historian 
DAVID  HARRIS  UNDERHILL 
247  Winthrop  Street,  Flatbush,  Bruoklyn,  N.  Y. 
Tel.  Ingersoll  2-5745 

Assistant  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
MRS.  EMMA  R.  HANMER 
Recording  Secretary 
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THE  UNDERHILL  GENEALOGY 

The  President  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America  has 
asked  me  to  write  an  article  for  this  report  concerning  the 
above  publication  which  is  now  ready  for  distribution,  but 
outside  of  stating  that  pictures  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  and 
the  Underhill  Coat-of-Arms  suitable  for  framing,  may  be 
secured  for  $1.00  each,  by  applying  to  Mr.  D.  Harris  Under- 
hill, 247  Winthrop  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  I  consider  the 
very  best  plan  is  to  present  to  the  members  of  the  Society 
the  preliminary  pages  of  Volume  I  of  the  Genealogy  and 
portions  of  its  review  which  will  embody  all  items  of  general 
interest. 

Josephine  C.  Frost, 

Editor  of  the  Underhill  Genealogy. 
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FOREWORD 

From  the  Under hill  Genealogy 

I  have  been  moved  to  lend  myself  to  the  preparation  of 
this  history  with  the  single  purpose  in  mind  of  protecting  and 
preserving  the  Underhill  family  records  for  the  future,  the 
results  of  which  are  due  to  the  painstaking  efforts  of  (a) 
D.  Harris  Underhill,  who,  as  Founder  and  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  has  devoted 
his  life,  since  taking  up  the  subject,  to  the  collection  of  ma- 
terial for  the  family  record;  (b)  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 
President  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  whose  interest 
in  the  publication  of  the  material  secured  has  never  ceased; 
(c)  Harry  B.  Underhill,  whose  interest  centered  in  the  New 
Hampshire  branch  of  the  family;  (d)  Josephine  C.  Frost, 
who  has  conscientiously  endeavored  to  edit  accurately  the 
vast  accumulation  and  considerably  added  to  it  by  extensive 
American  research;  (e)  Henry  C.  Shelley  of  London,  England, 
whose  study  of  early  American  history  has  produced  "The 
Life  of  Capt.  John  Underhill";  (f)  J.  H.  Morrison  of  London, 
England,  whose  researches  in  England  have  resulted  in  "The 
Underhills  of  Warwickshire"  and  in  collaboration  with  Dr. 
J.  C.  H.  dePater  of  The  Hague,  Holland,  has  brought  to 
light  many  interesting  items  of  the  Underhill  family  in  that 
country,  which  will  be  embodied  in  his  publication;  (g) 
William  Underhill  of  Hove,  Sussex,  England,  likewise  gave 
many  years  of  patient  effort  to  the  compilation  of  a  complete 
library  and  history  of  the  Underhill  Family  of  England.  The 
remarkable  result  of  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  family  now 
reposes  in  the  British  Museum,  to  which  he  left  his  hand 
written  original  copy  where  it  forms  a  permanent  record. 

The  opportunity  should  now  be  taken  to  record  the  fact 
that  it  is  largely  through  family  tradition,  its  blood  and  its 
code  of  honor,  strength  of  body  and  natural  tendencies  that 
have  made  possible  the  blessings  which  come  to  many  in 


life,  and  this  means  is  taken  of  declaring  that  we  are  but  an 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Divine  Guide,  permitted 
to  carry  on  as  one  link  in  the  chain  of  great  events  of  history 
and  of  life,  in  the  hope  that  by  loyalty  to  such  an  inheritance 
and  by  diligence  we  shall  be  able  to  advance  the  cause  of 
humanity  even  a  short  step  on  the  way  to  its  glorious  and 
inevitable  fulfilment. 

Myron  C.  Taylor. 
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PREFACE 


In  the  fall  of  1926  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Francis  Jay  Under- 
hill,  the  President  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  to 
undertake  the  editing  of  the  Underhill  material  in  the  custody 
of  Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and 
Historian  of  the  Society,  which  the  latter  had  been  personally 
accumulating  for  over  fifty  years.  As  a  foundation  he  had 
the  manuscript  of  Abraham  S.  Underhill,  who  had  worked 
on  the  family  over  forty-four  years  and  this  had  been  added 
to  by  the  extensive  researches  of  Dr.  John  W.  Underhill  of 
Van  Wert,  Ohio,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Underhill  of  Bellows  Falls, 
Vermont. 

After  looking  over  what  proved  to  be  only  a  small  portion 
of  the  material  and  not  having  any  conception  of  its  magni- 
tude, which  developed  day  by  day,  I  agreed  to  edit  it,  pro- 
viding that  Mr.  William  A.  Robbins  would  be  allowed  to  do 
the  field  work,  which  at  that  time  I  was  unable  to  undertake. 
My  request  was  granted  and  in  November  of  1927  he  reported 
that  work  accomplished  and  I  commenced  the  editing  of  the 
greatest  mass  of  material  on  one  family  it  has  ever  been  my 
privilege  to  handle  in  my  experience  of  over  twenty  years, 
the  result  of  which  is  now  presented  to  you  in  this  publica- 
tion, the  Underhill  Genealogy. 

Errors  there  may  be  and  most  likely  are,  but  in  your 
criticism  of  them,  bear  in  mind,  that  the  bulk  of  this  manu- 
script has  come  down  to  the  living  generation  by  word  of 
mouth  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  and  contained  very 
little  documentary  proof,  not  because  it  could  not  be  found, 
but  because  it  had  not  been  sought  and  in  justice  to  those 
who  failed  to  seek  it,  it  may  be  said  that  in  nearly  every 
instance,  the  wills,  deeds,  mortgages  and  other  outside 
records,  proved  how  well  the  family  had  accomplished  their 
tasks  without  them. 

Obligations  are  hereby  acknowledged  to  numerous  Under- 
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hills  and  those  of  the  family  not  bearing  that  name,  for  their 
unfailing  aid,  and  it  is  with  regret  that  they  cannot  be  men- 
tioned individually  but  they  are  too  great  in  number  to  be 
named  here,  but  every  Underhill  in  this  country  and  part  of 
those  in  England  should  express  their  very  deep  gratitude  to 
two  descendants  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  namely:  Mr. 
D.  Harris  Underhill,  for  his  enthusiasm  which  never  waned 
for  over  half  a  century  in  collecting  and  preserving  the  major 
part  of  the  genealogical  material  contained  herein,  and  to 
Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor,  who  by  his  untiring  interest  and  his 
generosity  has  made  this  extensive  publication  possible. 


(Mrs.  Samuel  Knapp  Frost) 
129  Columbia  Heights 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Josephine  C.  Frost, 

Editor. 
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EXPLANATORY 


The  Underhill  family  at  large  may  feel  somewhat  dis- 
appointed because  of  the  very  few  pages  in  volumes  one  and 
four  of  this  publication,  devoted  to  the  family  in  England, 
but  the  research  there  made  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Morrison  of 
London,  has  been  so  far  reaching  and  brought  forth  so  many 
items  of  great  interest  and  family  ramifications,  that  it  has 
been  deemed  advisable,  to  produce  here,  just  a  skeleton  out- 
line of  the  family,  as  he,  under  the  title  of  "The  Underhills 
of  Warwickshire,"  will  edit  his  own  notes  and  the  publication 
will  be  available  within  a  year. 

The  activities  of  Capt.  John  Underhill  and  the  lives  of  his 
mother  and  sisters  in  this  country  found  in  this  publication 
are  the  result  of  intensive  research  by  the  editor. 

The  genealogical  data  in  volumes  two  and  three  is  from 
the  tremendous  accumulation  of  material  secured,  preserved 
and  added  to  by  Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  the  founder  of  the 
Underhill  Society  of  America. 

The  biographical  matter  concerning  Capt.  John  Underhill 
in  America,  unless  otherwise  stated,  and  the  pages  devoted 
to  Benoni  Underhill  are  the  result  of  sincere  and  careful 
research  on  the  part  of  the  editor,  who  wishes  to  express 
herself  here,  to  the  effect  that  she  is  familiar  with  the  fact 
that  a  few  members  of  the  family  still  have  faith  in  their 
descent  from  Benoni,  and  if  at  any  time  they  will  send  docu- 
mentary proof  to  sustain  their  belief,  she  will  gladly  issue  a 
leaflet  to  rectify  the  stand  now  taken. 

Volume  four  opens  with  a  few  pages  devoted  to  Capt. 
Humphrey  Underhill,  cousin  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  who 
was  in  New  Amsterdam  with  his  sister  Mary  and  who  was 
found  here  by  the  editor  and  easily  connected  by  Mr.  Morrison 
with  the  Warwickshire  family. 

This  article  is  followed  by  the  Descendants  of  Sampson 
Underhill  of  New  Hampshire,  the  genealogical  part  of  which 
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was  almost  wholly  compiled  by  Mr.  Harry  Bert  Underhill 
of  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  who  very  considerately  loaned  his 
manuscript  to  the  editor. 

The  preservation  of  the  foundations  of  the  contents  of  these 
volumes  is  due  to  the  great  interest,  both  personal  and  finan- 
cial, taken  by  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  in  the  family  of  his 
mother,  Mary  Morgan  (Underhill)  Taylor. 

Josephine  C.  Frost, 
Editor. 
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REVIEW 


The  Underhill  Genealogy.  Josephine  C.  Frost,  Editor. 
Actuated  by  a  love  of  family  history,  which  has  over  a  period  of 
time  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  a  vast  amount  of  interesting 
and  valuable  literary  matter  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  The  Under- 
hill Family  History;  and  much  interested  in  the  publication 
under  able  editorial  supervision  of  the  results  of  a  digest  of  the  ma- 
terial derived  from  their  manuscript  collection, — The  Underhill 
Society  of  America  has  now  made  possible  the  presentation  to  the 
general  public  of  an  extremely  valuable  and  most  praiseworthy  con- 
tribution to  the  genealogical  literature  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  namely  the  Underhill  Genealogy,  a  work  which  is 
now  just  off  the  press.  With  the  exception  of  a  limited  number  of 
complimentary  copies  which  will  be  donated,  the  distribution  of  the 
entire  edition  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society  to  which  organization  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor, 
who  has  fostered  the  work,  has  presented  the  entire  remainder  of 
the  edition,  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  which  are  to  go  to  establish 
a  fund  to  be  known  as  the  Myron  C.  Taylor  Fund,  the  income  from 
which  is  to  be  used  for  the  support  of  the  New  York  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Record. 

The  technical  description  of  the  work  is  as  follows: 

Underhill  Genealogy,  4  vols,  octavo,  cloth,  profusely  illus- 
trated with  half-tone  plate  reproductions  of  portraits,  photographs 
of  individuals  and  of  views  and  of  deeds,  and  various  other  docu- 
ments of  special  Underhill  genealogical  interest.  Each  volume  has 
a  self-contained  index,  a  table  of  contents,  and  a  list  of  the  illustra- 
tions to  be  found  therein.  Vol.  I.,  pp.  59  and  3  pp.  of  name  index, 
enriched  with  32  full  page  illustrations;  Vol.  II.,  pp.  553  and  42  pp. 
of  name  index  and  64  full  page  illustrations;  Vol.  III.,  pp.  469  and 
42  pp.  of  name  index  and  35  full  page  illustrations;  Vol.  IV.,  pp.  268 
and  22  pp.  of  name  index  and  13  full  page  illustrations. 

Volume  I.  contains  a  foreword  in  which  a  tribute  is  given  to  those 
through  whose  efforts  much  of  the  material  which  formed  the 
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foundation  of  this  work  has  been  amassed;  amongst  these  Mr.  Taylor  ' 
specially  mentions  David  Harris  Underhill,  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 
Harry  B.  Underhill,  Josephine  C.  Frost,  Henry  C.  Shelly  of  London, 
England,  J.  H.  Morrison  of  London,  England,  and  William  Underhill 
of  Hove,  Sussex,  England.  Volume  I.  also  contains  a  preface  con- 
tributed by  Josephine  C.  Frost,  the  editor  of  the  work,  who  gives  a 
brief  resume  of  the  reasons  for  her  becoming  associated  in  the  work 
as  its  editor,  through  the  intercession  of  Mr.  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 
— the  latter  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America. 
In  this  resume  Mrs.  Frost  mentions  her  acceptance  of  the  onerous 
task,  at  the  same  time  stipulating  that  Mr.  William  A.  Robbins 
should  be  associated  with  her  as  her  field-work  collaborator.  Her 
request  was  granted  in  November,  1927.  Mrs.  Frost  acknowledges 
the  active  assistance  of  the  Underhill  family  representatives,  and 
stresses  the  gratitude  which  that  family  should  and  does  acknowl- 
edge to  Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  whose  persistent  energy — extend- 
ing over  a  period  of  more  than  a  half  century — has  resulted  in  the 
gathering  together  of  the  vast  manuscript  Underhill  collection  of 
which  this  work  is  the  manifest  embodiment.  In  an  Explanatory 
Note  preceding  the  contents  of  Volume  I.,  Mrs.  Frost  thus  remarks: 
"the  preservation  of  the  foundation  of  the  contents  of  these  volumes 
is  due  to  the  great  interest,  both  personal  and  financial,  which  has 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  in  the  family  of  his  mother, 
Mary  Morgan  (Underhill)  Taylor." 

It  is  with  a  sense  of  gratified  and  natural  pride  that  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Record  undertakes  the  review  of  this  work.  The  work 
bears  the  following  imprint:  "Published  Privately  by  Myron  C. 
Taylor  in  the  interests  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America,  1932." 
It  is  such  generous  co-operation  that  brings  about  the  ever  increasing 
enrichment  of  the  field  of  published  genealogical  literature  of  high 
class  and  enduring  usefulness. 

There  is  no  field  of  literary  endeavor  wherein  there  is  lost — to 
what  would  be  an  interested  public — such  a  large  percentage  of 
labor,  as  that  represented  in  the  compiling  of  the  manuscripts  of 
family  genealogies.    So  much  excellent  and  highly  valuable  toil  of 


investigations  and  of  expert  compiling — incidentally  involving  con- 
siderable expenditure  of  money  over  a  long  period  of  time — is  lost 
to  those  who  would  be  interested  on  account  of  the  inability  of  the 
compiler  to  finance  the  publication  of  his  completed  manuscript — 
or  to  find  some  one  sufficiently  philanthropic  and  interested  to 
sponsor  the  cost  of  its  presentation  to  the  public. 

The  sponsors  of  the  work  are  to  be  congratulated  in  having  se- 
cured the  services  of  Mrs.  Frost  to  do  the  actual  editorial  and  field- 
work  necessary  to  present  the  volumes  in  the  much-to-be  praised 
shape  in  which  they  will  reach  the  public.  Again  this  Society  has 
cause  for  gratification,  for  Mrs.  Frost  is  a  member  of  our  Society 
and  ranks  high  in  the  estimation  of  its  governing  body. 

Mrs.  Frost  has  the  natural  flair  of  the  born  genealogist,  to  which 
has  been  added  that  knowledge  which  comes  of  years  of  experience 
in  the  writing,  planning,  constructing,  editing  and  publishing  of 
genealogical  works.  The  editorial  staff  desires  here  to  extend  to 
her  an  expression  of  its  fullest  praise  upon  the  successful  completion 
of  a  most  arduous  task. 

It  was  the  original  intention  to  publish  the  full  results  of  the 
researches  made  in  England  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Underhill  family, 
in  the  first  volume  of  the  series;  but  it  later  developed  that  it  would 
be  to  the  best  interests  of  all  concerned  to  publish  the  results  of  such 
researches  in  a  separate  volume.  Such  a  volume  will  be  published 
within  the  year  and  will  bear  the  title  "The  Underhills  of  Warwick- 
shire" and  is  the  result  of  the  research  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Morrison,  B.A., 
formerly  Scholar  of  VVadham  College,  Oxford. 

The  first  volume  gives  a  resume  of  the  English  origin  of  the  Ameri- 
can Underhill  family,  tracing  the  family  back  to  the  progenitors  of 
Captain  John1  Underhill  (the  emigrant)  for  10  generations  to  Robert 
de  Underhille  {circa  1260).  The  parents  of  Captain  John1  Underhill 
were  John  Underhill  {circa  1574- 1608)  and  Honora  Pawley.  On 
the  death  of  John  Underhill,  his  widow  Honora  (Pawley)  Underhill 
married  a  second  time,  at  the  Hague,  Holland,  Richard  Morris; 
she  died  in  Newport,  R.  L,  about  1650.  The  work  gives  the  life  of 
Honora  (Pawley)  Underhill-Morris  to  such  extent  as  it  has  been 
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determined  by  Mrs.  Frost  who  also  traces  the  lives  of  her  two  daugh- 
ters by  her  first  husband,  John  Underhill,  viz.:  Lettice  and  Petro- 
nella  Underhill,  who  were  sisters  of  Captain  John1  Underhill,  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  the  American  Underhills. 

Captain  John1  Underhill  was  born  in  England,  presumably  in 
1597;  he  married  at  the  Hague,  Holland,  in  1628  Heylken  (or 
Helena)  de  Hooch,  daughter  of  William2  (John1)  and  Govertge 
(Emonts)  de  Hooch  of  Gorinchem,  Holland.  He  arrived  in  this 
country  in  Boston  subsequent  to  February  26,  1630  and  died  in 
Killingworth,  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  21-7-1672.  His  first 
wife  died  in  Southold,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  prior  to  August  19,  1658.  Cap- 
tain John1  Underhill  married  a  second  time,  shortly  after  his  first 
wife's  death,  Elizabeth  Feake,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  (Fownes-Winthrop)  Feake  who  was  born  in  1633  proba- 
bly in  Watertown,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Killingworth,  L.  I.,  N.  Y., 
November  4,  1675.  ^  ls  from  the  unions  of  this  first  American 
ancestor  and  his  two  wives  that  the  Underhill  family  in  America 
is  descended.  There  is  an  interesting  and  convincing  disquisition 
on  the  Underhill  coat-of-arms  in  this  first  volume  also,  and  a  sketch 
of  the  Pawley  family  into  which  John  Underhill  of  England,  the 
father  of  the  emigrant  ancestor,  married. 

The  second  volume  is  devoted  to  an  exhaustive  genealogical 
record  of  Captain  John1  Underhill — with  an  elaborate  and  detailed 
sketch  of  his  life  and  undertakings — and  a  most  satisfactory  geneal- 
ogy of  his  descendants  up  to  and  including  the  sixth  generation. 

Volume  III  gives  the  continuation  of  the  genealogical  record  of 
the  descendants  of  the  emigrant  ancestor  up  to  and  including  the 
ninth  generation,  which  is  up  to  the  present  time. 

Volume  IV  is  concerned  with  the  history  of  Humphrey1  Underhill 
of  England,  shown  to  have  been  a  fourth  cousin  of  Captain  John1 
Underhill,  the  ancestor  of  the  American  branch  of  the  family.  The 
ancestry  of  Humphrey1  Underhill  for  ten  generations  is  recorded  in 
this  volume.  He  left  daughters  only;  and  some  of  their  descendants 
are  traced  for  eight  generations.  The  life  and  a  record  of  the  descen- 
dants of  Sampson  Underhill  are  set  forth  in  this  volume,  his  ancestry 
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not  being  known,  as  his  line  of  descent  from  the  fictitious  Benoni 
Underhill  has  been  shown  to  be  erroneous.  Seven  generations  of 
his  descendants  are  given.  The  volume  concludes  with  a  record  of 
"Miscellaneous  Underhill  Families,"  together  with  lists  of  Under- 
bills liable  for  draft  in  the  Civil  War,  World  War  Underhills,  Civil 
War  Officers,  Revolutionary  War  and  Loyalist  Underhills. 

In  careful  consideration  of  a  work  of  this  magnitude  and  im- 
portance, one  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  lavish  use  which 
has  been  made  of  illustrations  to  enhance  its  embellishment.  Por- 
traits and  views  of  homes  and  historic  family  scenery  carry  graphic 
conviction  to  the  minds  of  those  perusing  the  text  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  facsimiles  of  deeds,  maps  or  bible  records  give  strong  sup- 
porting evidence  of  the  facts  stated  relative  thereto. 

The  volumes  are  presented  in  excellent  material  form  as  to  paper, 
typing  and  press  work,  and  the  exhaustive  indices  provide  the  vital 
current  that  makes  the  books  live  for  the  investigator. 

We  congratulate  the  community  on  the  fact  that  philanthropic 
generosity  has  insured  the  actual  springing  into  existence  in  book 
form  of  a  well  digested  compilation  of  the  vast  collection  of  material 
from  which  this  historical  work  has  been  garnered.  We  congratulate 
the  "Underhill  Society  of  America"  in  being  able  to  contemplate 
the  concrete  embodiment  in  published  form  of  its  extensive  Underhill 
material.  We  also  congratulate  the  editor,  Mrs.  Frost,  for  work 
well  and  conscientiously  accomplished. 

Every  genealogical  library  should  endeavor  to  secure  a  copy  of 
this  work  for  its  shelves.  The  edition  is  limited  and  will  probably 
soon  be  exhausted.  Address:  The  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society,  122  East  58th  Street,  New  York  City.  Price 
$30.00  net. 

John  R.  Totten, 

Editor. 
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UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 


New  York 

April  14th,  1932. 

Dear  Mr.  Taylor: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  my  first  copy  of  the  Underhill  Genealogy  today. 
It  is  the  finest  piece  of  genealogical  work  I  have  ever  seen;  best  con- 
ceived, edited,  printed,  and  bound,  and  above  all  directed  and  graced 
by  your  judgment,  genealogical  skill  and  fine  taste.  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  congratulating  you  upon  the  consummation  of  this 
work  which  will  result,  I  believe,  in  perpetuating  your  memory  and 
fame  to  a  greater  extent  than  anything  save  your  benefactions  and 
continuous  acts  of  philanthropy  and  generosity.  The  finest  por- 
traits and  most  dignified  are  those  of  your  family  and  forbears.  How 
splendid  the  boyish  portraits  of  you  and  your  brother,  your  father 
and  mother  and  grandfather. 

My  inexpressible  gratitude  for  these  fine  volumes  and  for  your 
consideration  and  kindness  to  me. 

You  will  not  forget  one  day,  or  month  by  month,  to  work  out 
your  autobiography  a  la  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 

President. 

To 

Myron  C.  Taylor,  Esq. 
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MINUTES 


of  a  Special  Meeting  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America 
April  1,  1932 


A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Directors  of  The  Underhill 
Society  of  America  was  held  at  the  office  of  Myron  C.  Taylor, 
No.  71  Broadway,  New  York  City,  on  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1932. 

The  President  of  the  Society  called  the  meeting  to  order 
and  presided,  and  presented  to  the  meeting  the  Waiver  of 
Notice  signed  by  all  of  the  Directors. 

The  President  then  announced  to  the  meeting  that  Mr. 
Myron  C.  Taylor  had  completed  the  publication  of  the 
Underhill  Genealogy,  one  set  of  which  he  exhibited  to  the 
meeting,  the  same  consisting  of  four  volumes  which  were 
examined  by  those  present  with  great  satisfaction  and 
approval. 

Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  then  explained  to  the  meeting  a 
tentative  arrangement  he  had  made  with  the  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society  for  the  disposition 
of  the  publication,  a  copy  of  which  he  laid  before  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  thereupon  explained  fully  to  the 
meeting  the  dealings  connected  with  his  purchase  of  the 
genealogical  data  from  Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  and  the 
arrangement  he  had  made  with  the  Underhill  Society  for  the 
publication  thereof,  and  the  assistance  that  he  had  had  in 
carrying  on  the  work  from  Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill  and  Mrs. 
Josephine  C.  Frost  and  Mr.  Francis  Jay  Underhill. 

After  reviewing  the  matter  in  its  various  aspects,  and  upon 
due  consideration,  it  was  unanimously, 
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RESOLVED  that  the  purchase  of  Underhill  genealogical  data 
by  Myron  C.  Taylor  from  D.  Harris  Underhill  under  an  arrange- 
ment with,  and  at  the  special  instance  and  request  of  the  Underhill 
Society  of  America,  on  or  about  the  ioth  day  of  December,  1925, 
and  the  procuring  of  additional  data  by  him  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America  and  otherwise;  the 
procuring,  editing  and  publishing  of  which  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor 
has  caused  to  be  done  solely  at  his  own  personal  expense,  as  was 
the  arrangement  made  by  him  with  the  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society  in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  copies  of  which 
said  arrangement  were  presented  to  this  meeting  and  annexed  to 
the  minutes  hereof,  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  in  all  respects 
ratified  and  approved  on  behalf  of  this  Society,  and  it  was  further 

RESOLVED  that  this  Society  desires  to  express  its  appreciation 
and  deepest  gratitude  to  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  for  the  great  amount 
of  time,  personal  effort  and  extraordinary  large  expense  which  he 
has  borne  in  connection  with  the  project,  and  it  was  further 

RESOLVED  that  this  Society  also  desires  to  express  its  gratitude 
and  deep  obligation  to  Mr.  D.  Harris  Underhill  for  his  untiring 
activity  extending  over  a  period  of  upwards  of  fifty-nine  years,  and 
his  faithful  devotion  to  the  subject  matter  without  which  the  project 
would  not  have  been  either  undertaken  or  accomplished,  and  it  was 
further 

RESOLVED  that  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  extended  to  Mrs. 
Josephine  C.  Frost  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which  she  has  con- 
ducted independent  investigations  in  co-operation  with  Mr.  Myron 
C.  Taylor,  and  put  in  final  form  and  re-edited  the  genealogical  and 
biographical  volumes  relating  to  the  Underhill  genealogy,  and  it 
was  further 

RESOLVED  that  the  co-operation  and  assistance  rendered  by 
Mr.  Francis  Jay  Underhill  in  and  about  the  foregoing  receive  the 
thanks  of  the  Society,  and  it  was  further 

RESOLVED  that  the  arrangement  made  by  Myron  C.  Taylor, 
individually  and  on  behalf  of  this  Society,  with  the  New  York 
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Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society,  under  date  of  April  I,  1932, 
be  in  all  respects  ratified,  confirmed  and  approved. 

The  meeting  thereupon,  on  motion  duly  made,  seconded 
and  carried,  was  declared  duly  adjourned. 

D.  Harris  Underhill, 

Secretary 

The  following  letters  were  read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Society  and  explain  themselves: 

THE  UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 
New  York 

April  1,  1932 

The  New  York  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Society, 
122  E.  58th  St.,  New  York. 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  conversations  in  our  behalf,  we  are  arranging  with 
Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  to  make  over  to  The  New  York  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Society  about  200  copies  of  the  Underhill  Geneal- 

This  is  a  work  for  which  Mr.  Taylor  has  paid  in  its  entirety,  and 
these  copies  are  made  over  to  you  under  the  following  conditions: 

1.  That  you  may  sell  complete  sets  to  those  desiring  them  at 
#30.00  per  set. 

2.  That  all  funds  received  from  the  sale  of  the  books  hereby 
made  over  to  The  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Society  shall  be  placed  in  a  special  fund  to  be  known  as  The 
Myron  Taylor  Fund,  the  income  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to 
the  editing  and  publishing  of  the  Society's  "Record";  the 
understanding  being  that  this  fund  may  be  added  to  from 
sources  outside  of  the  sale  of  the  Underhill  Genealogy. 
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We  wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  your 
Society  in  accomplishing  the  above  purposes. 

Yours  very  truly, 
THE  UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 
(Sgd.)  Francis  Jay  Underhill, 

President 
(Sgd.)  D.  Harris  Underhill, 
Secretary 

I  confirm  and  approve  the  above  arrangement  between  The 
Underhill  Society  of  America  and  The  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society. 

(Sgd.)  Myron  C.  Taylor. 


THE  NEW  YORK 
GENEALOGICAL  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL 
SOCIETY 

1 22-1 24-126  East  58TH  Street,  New  York  City 
Telephone,  Wickersham  2-8532 

April  8,  1932. 

Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor, 
71  Broadway, 
New  York  City 

The  Underhill  Society  of  America, 
c/o  David  Harris  Underhill, 

247  Winthrop  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Gentlemen: 

The  notification  dated  April  1,  1932  of  your  gift  to  the  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society  "of  about  200  copies  of  the 
Underhill  Genealogy"  has  been  received. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  held  March  31,  1932, 
our  President,  Mr.  Taylor  mentioned  this  gift.  The  conditions,  and 
approximately  the  number  of  copies  we  would  receive.    He  stated 
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the  whole  matter  would  be  decided  at  the  meeting  of  the  Underhill 
Society  of  America,  April  I,  1932.  Our  Trustees  were  greatly 
pleased  and  gratified  at  the  splendid  offer  and  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  made. 

On  motion  duly  made,  seconded  and  unanimously  carried  the 
offer  was  accepted  with  deep  appreciation  of  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  Taylor  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America 
in  making  it  possible  to  establish  "THE  MYRON  TAYLOR 
FUND",  which  is  to  be  permanently  invested  and  the  income 
only  devoted  to  the  editing  and  publishing  of  THE  NEW  YORK 
GENEALOGICAL  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY'S  REC- 
ORD. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  know  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  the 
exact  number  of  copies  to  be  delivered  to  this  Society  and  after 
the  receipt  of  the  volumes,  everything  in  our  power  will  be  done  to 
dispose  of  the  sets,  upon  the  terms  indicated,  as  speedily  as  possible. 

We  note  with  pleasure  "that  this  Fund  may  be  added  to,  from 
sources  outside  of  the  sale  of  the  Underhill  Genealogy." 

The  next  meeting  of  our  Board  of  Trustees  will  be  held  May  12, 
1932,  at  which  time  the  conditions  of  the  gift  will  be  duly  recorded, 
and  official  acceptance  from  our  Society  will  be  forwarded  for  your 
•  files. 

Again  thanking  you  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  I  am, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
(Sgd.)  Alexanda  McM.  Welch 

Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 


The  Fortieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America 
was  held  on  Saturday,  May  4,  1932,  at  3:30  P.M.  at  the  office  of 
Willard  U.  Taylor,  60  John  Street,  New  York  City. 

The  President,  Francis  Jay  Underhill  called  the  meeting  to  order 
and  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows: 

The  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Underhill  Society 
of  America  occurs  on  June  16,  1932. 

It  is  commemorated  by  the  publication  of  the  Underhill  Geneal- 
ogy in  a  four  volume  set  of  1349  pages  and  144  half-tone  illustrations 
of  great  value  and  interest;  many  of  them  appearing  in  print  for 
the  first  time. 

The  frontispiece  of  the  first  volume  shows  a  fine  half-tone  of  a 
portrait  of  Captain  John  Underhill  now  in  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Myron  C.  Taylor  at  his  country  seat,  Locust  Valley,  Long  Island, 
New  York,  the  Underhill  farm.  This  was  discovered  in  London  in 
1928.  The  London  experts  Messrs.  Colnaghi  believe  it  to  be  in  the 
style  of  Van  Dyke,  or  possibly  Michael  Jansen  Mireveldt  or  Cor- 
nelius Janssen.    It  is  a  fine  portrait  in  perfect  condition. 

Mr.  David  Harris  Underhill  began  his  research  in  1873  and  has 
since  pursued  his  quest  with  zeal  and  efficiency. 

Your  President,  Mr.  Francis  Jay  Underhill,  gave  his  full  support 
to  the  project.  He  has  been  encouraged  and  the  good  work  forwarded 
by  Mr.  William  Wilson  Underhill,  your  first  President;  by  Mr. 
Willard  Underhill  Taylor,  your  first  Vice-President,  a  generous 
patron  and  highly  valued  member  for  years;  and  by  Mr.  Myron  C. 
Taylor,  your  Vice-President,  a  giver  of  time,  skilled  genealogical 
attention,  and  our  most  generous  patron  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  the  consummation  and  publication  of  the  Genealogy  of  the 
Underhill  Family. 

The  work  comprised  a  study  of  historical  and  genealogical  re- 
search in  the  United  States,  Holland,  England,  France  and  Italy. 

The  Underhill  Society  was  fortunate  to  secure  the  services  of 
the  skilled  and  experienced  genealogist,  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost 
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of  Brooklyn.  She  has  studied  all  material  obtained  here  and  abroad 
and  edited  the  same.  This  is  now  accomplished  and  the  result  is 
one  of  the  best  historical  and  genealogical  volumes  published. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  to  be  congratulated  on  securing  the  entire  time  of 
Mr.  J.  H.  Morrison  of  London,  a  graduate  of  Oxford,  and  of  the 
Record  Office  in  London,  a  master  in  research,  deduction  and  med 
iaeval  Latin  and  English,  altogether  a  gentleman  of  scholarly  attain- 
ments and  sterling  honesty;  he  has  made  and  directed  the  search 
abroad,  assisted  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Shelley  of  London.  We  are 
indebted  to  Sir  Arthur  Underhill  of  London,  Bencher  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  and  Senior  Conveyancing  Counsel  of  the  Court,  for  his  sound 
advice,  the  loan  of  his  research  on  the  English  Underhills,  and 
beyond  all  for  his  charming  courtesy,  his  time  and  interested  atten- 
tion. 

We  may  heartily  congratulate  all  concerned  on  the  successful 
completion  and  publication  of  this  exhaustive  historical  genealogy. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  made  presentation  copies  of  about  100  of  the 
four-volume  sets.  The  balance  are  lodged  with  the  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society,  and  may  be  purchased  at 
thirty  dollars  per  set. 

(Sgd.)  Francis  Jay  Underhill 

The  members  present  were  Francis  Jay  Underhill,  Willard  Under- 
hill Taylor,  David  Harris  Underhill,  Irving  Underhill,  Allen  B. 
Underhill,  Thomas  F.  Underhill,  Mrs.  David  Harris  Underhill, 
Mrs.  Portia  Willis  Berg,  Capt.  L.  Rodney  Berg,  Mrs.  Thomas  F. 
Underhill,  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  following  business  was  transacted: 
Motion.  That  the  minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  held  May 
23,  193 1  be  adopted.  Carried. 

Motion.  That  the  editorial  report  of  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost, 
announcing  the  completion  of  the  four  volumes  of  the  Underhill 
Genealogy  be  accepted  with  a  rising  vote  of  thanks.  Carried. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY 

David  Harris  Underhill 


May  4,  1932. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America: 

I  hereby  submit  my  fortieth  Annual  Report. 

After  fifty-nine  years  of  continuous  work  the  Underhill  Genealogy 
has  been  brought  to  a  completion  by  additional  data  affecting  the 
interest  of  the  family  in  general,  (particularly  Mr.  Harry  B.  Under- 
bill's manuscript)  and  the  addition  of  many  hundreds  of  names 
contributed  by  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost,  our  editor. 

The  invaluable  assistance  in  direction,  genealogical  skill  and 
financial  support  by  Mr.  Myron  C.  Taylor  has  been  heartily  appre- 
ciated and  will  always  be  remembered;  were  it  not  for  his  contribu- 
tions so  cheerfully  given  the  Underhill  Genealogy  would  remain 
unpublished. 

The  Underhill  Society  Library  will  have  the  Genealogy  on  file, 
to  which  members  of  the  Society  may  have  access,  upon  request 
to  Miss  Lucinda  H.  Underhill,  Librarian. 

As  the  Underhill  Family  have  a  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Capt.  John  Underhill  in  the  Underhill  Burying  Ground  at  Locust 
Valley,  L.  L,  and  a  fine  volume  devoted  to  it,  it  is  now  proposed  to 
erect  a  memorial  to  Nathaniel  Underhill,  a  son  of  Capt.  John 
Underhill,  the  founder  of  the  Westchester  County,  New  York 
branch,  whose  grandson,  Israel  Underhill,  was  buried  in  the  Under- 
hill Westchester  Burying  Ground  at  Adee  and  Colden  Avenues, 
Williamsbridge,  the  Bronx,  New  York  City.  All  members  con- 
tributing to  this  fund  will  be  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Underhill 
Westchester  Burying  Ground,  Inc. 

An  appeal  for  funds  is  made  by  its  President,  Mr.  Irving  Under- 
hill, 17  Park  Place,  New  York  City  and  by  your  Society. 
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Total  Membership,  May  23,  193 1   89  • 

New  Members    8 

97 

Died,  Mrs.  Ellen  Underhill  Wright   1 

96 

HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Cocks,  Mrs.  Marianna  Underhill  Glen  Cove,  N.  Y. 

Leffingwell,  Douglas  Bar  Harbor,  Me. 

Peters,  Hon.  Thos.  P  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Roosevelt,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Oyster  Bay,  N.  Y. 

Underhill,  Sir  Arthur  London,  Eng. 

Underhill,  Jacob  Bayville,  N.  Y 

LIFE  MEMBERS 

Fowler,  Miss  Jennie  A  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Taylor,  Willard  Underhill,  Jr  Garden  City,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

Townsend,  Ingersoll  Day  

Underhill,  Allen  B  Summit,  N.  J. 

Underhill,  Francis  Jay  New  York  City 

NEW  MEMBERS 

Berg,  L.  Rodney  New  York  City 

Elliott,  William  New  York  City 

Fish,  Miss  Elizabeth  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Marquand,  Mrs.  A.  V  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Miller,  J.  C  New  York  City 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  Theo.  G  Rutherford,  N.  J. 

Underhill,  Arthur  J.  C  Boston,  Mass. 

Underhill,  Charles  A  Tuckahoe,  N.  Y. 

Underhill,  Thomas  Frost  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

MAIL  MATTER 

May  1,  1 93 1  to  April  30,  1932  175  pieces  mail  matter  received 

May  1,  1 93 1  to  April  30,  1932  216  pieces  mail  matter  sent  out 
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Two  hundred  copies  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Report  and  two 
hundred  cards,  with  names  of  officers,  etc.,  were  printed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

David  Harris  Underhill, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

Miss  Lucinda  H.  Underhill 

Gifts  to  the  Underhill  Society  of  America — 
Myron  C.  Taylor:  Underhill  Genealogy,  four  volumes  and  four 
magazines. 

Denver  Public  Library:  Two  Lists  of  Books. 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Eastchester:  Two  Bulletins,  I  Pamphlet. 
Roosevelt  Memorial  Ass'n:  i  Report,  i  Pamphlet. 
Western  Reserve  Historical  Society:  Book  Catalogue. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Irving  Underhill 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members  of  our  Society  for 
their  interest  and  co-operation. 

After  fifty-nine  years  of  labor  and  research  on  the  Genealogy  of 
the  Underhill  Family  our  faithful  Secretary,  David  Harris  Under- 
hill, has  the  pleasure  of  reviewing  the  work  in  a  set  of  four  volumes, 
embellished  with  very  fine  and  interesting  halftones. 

This  could  never  have  been  accomplished  but  for  the  direction, 
interest  and  generosity  of  Myron  C.  Taylor  and  the  untiring  effort 
and  genealogical  experience  and  ability  of  Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost 
in  editing  this  unique  historical  and  genealogical  work. 

As  the  President  of  the  Underhill  Westchester  Burying  Ground  I 
hope  to  see  a  suitable  monument  and  memorial  erected  on  the  site 
of  the  old  Underhill  Westchester  Family  Burying  Ground,  at  Adee 
Avenue  and  Colden  Avenue,  the  Bronx,  New  York  City. 

We  have  received  subscriptions  amounting  to  forty  dollars  which 
is  deposited  in  a  special  savings  bank  account. 

We  shall  appreciate  your  subscriptions. 

The  following  form  may  be  used: 

"  I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  %  

to  the  Endowment  Fund  of  the  Underhill  Society  of  America. 
Date   Signature  

or 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  %  

to  the  Monument  Fund  of  The  Underhill  Westchester  Burying 
Ground,  Inc. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


April  30,  1932 
Receipts 

Balance  April  30,  193 1   $  3S-27 

Receipts  from  Dues   260.00 

Sale  of  Annual  Report   1.50 


$296.77 

Disbursements 

Rent  for  Underhill  Society  Library   $108.00 

D.  H.  U.  Secretary  Expenses,  Postage,  etc   18.00 

D.  H.  U.  Secretary  Traveling  Expenses   10.00 

I.  U.,  Treasurer's  Postage.   4.00 

N.  Y.  Gen.  and  Biog.  Society,  Dues   15.00 

Kings  County  His.  Society,  Dues   2.00 

Printing  Annual  Report   78.55 

Other  Printing,  Envelopes,  Billheads,  Notices,  etc.  18.23 

$253.78 

Balance,  April  30,  1932   42-99 


$296.77 

Credited  to  Underhill  Society  of  America  in  Savings  Banks 


From  Mrs.  E.  U.  Wright,  Sept.  29,  1929  toward  the  History 
of  the  Underhill  Family,  Deposited  in  Broadway  Savings 

Bank   $  25.00 

Balance  and  Interest  to  April  30,  1932   32-4° 

March  23,  1923,  by  Mrs.  Enna  U.  Shankey,  bequest  to 
Underhill  Society,  deposited  in  Savings  Dept.  N.J.T.G.  & 

T.  Co.,  Jersey  City   100.00 

Interest  to  April  30,  1932   37. 1 4 

Old  Monument  Fund,  Mattinecock  East  River  Savings 

Bank,  Bal.  August  23,  1928   1.17 
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Underhill  Westchester  Burying  Ground  for  Memorial  Fund, 
Deposited  in  Broadway  Savings  Bank,  Int.  to  April  30, 

J932   40.00 

Balance   53^3 

Irving  Underhill, 

Treasurer. 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  reports  of  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Librarian  be  accepted,  placed 
on  file  and  printed  in  the  Annual  Report. 


The  following  letter  was  then  presented  and  accepted  with  very 
deep  regret: 

THE  UNDERHILL  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: 

Because  of  the  press  of  other  matters  I  find  it  necessary,  particu- 
larly as  the  work  of  the  Genealogy  of  the  Underhill  Family  is  now 
completed,  to  resign  from  the  Vice-Presidency  and  also  as  a  Director 
and  as  a  member  of  the  various  committees. 

I  will  retain  membership  in  and  the  Presidency  of  the  Underhill 
Burying  Ground  Association  for  the  present,  if  that  is  agreeable 
to  the  Society. 

This  resignation  will  be  deemed  effective  as  of  this  date,  April  4, 
1932. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Myron  C.  Taylor. 

Motion — That  the  Publication  Committee  print  two  hundred 
cards  of  officers  and  committees  for  1932  and  225  Annual  Reports, 
the  cards  later. 

Motion — That  the  members  present  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
the  past  fifty-nine  years  of  faithful  service  and  devotion  in  the  col- 
lection of  Underhill  material  by  the  Family  Historian  and  Founder 
of  the  Society,  D.  Harris  Underhill. 
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Motion — That  the  $15.00  with  accrued  interest  donated  by.  Mrs. 
Wright  for  research  on  the  Underhill  Genealogy  be  donated  to  the 
family  historian,  D.  Harris  Underhill,  for  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  aforesaid  genealogical  work.  Carried. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Willard  U.  Taylor  of  the  actions  and  resolutions 
carried  out  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  April  1st, 
1932  in  the  matter  of  the  disposal  of  the  Genealogy  was  discussed 
and  its  acceptance  moved,  seconded  and  unanimously  carried.  It 
was  further  voted  that  these  actions  and  resolutions  be  made  a 
part  of  the  permanent  record. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Francis  Jay  Underhill  as  President  was 
accepted  with  deep  regret  and  thanks  for  his  long  and  valuable 
services. 

Mr.  Thomas  F.  Underhill,  a  new  member,  was  then  called  upon 
to  make  an  announcement  regarding  the  naming  of  the  new  Bridge 
in  Queens  connecting  Sunrise  Highway  and  Rockaway  Boulevard. 
Mr.  Underhill  said  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  name  of 
Captain  John  Underhill  or,  if  preferred,  Underhill,  would  be  accept- 
able to  the  officials  in  charge. 

Motion — To  submit  this  project  to  a  committee  composed  of 
Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost,  Thomas  F.  Underhill,  David  Harris 
Underhill,  Irving  Underhill,  Willard  U.  Taylor,  and  the  monument 
committee,  who  were  authorized  to  place  a  tablet  on  the  bridge, 
describing  the  achievements  of  Captain  John  Underhill,  provided 
his  name  is  accepted  by  the  authorities.  Mr.  Taylor  very  generously 
guaranteed  fifty  dollars  for  the  tablet.  Carried. 

The  following  officers  were  duly  elected: 

OFFICERS,  1932-1933 

Willard  U.  Taylor,  President. 

Vice-Presidents,  Francis  Jay  Underhill,  Harvey  I.  Underhill, 
Edwin  S.  Underhill,  Jr.,  Harry  B.  Underhill,  Allen  B.  Underhill, 
Irving  Underhill,  Thomas  F.  Underhill. 

David  Harris  Underhill,  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Family 
Historian. 

Mrs.  Portia  Willis  Berg,  Recording  Secretary. 
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Mrs.  Emma  R.  Hanmer,  Assistant  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
and  Family  Historian. 

Irving  Underhill,  Treasurer. 

Miss  Lucinda  H.  Underhill,  Librarian. 

Mrs.  Edith  F.  Heald,  Necrologist. 

DIRECTORS 
Willard  Underhill  Taylor,  President. 

D.  Harris  Underhill,  Secretary;  Harvey  I.  Underhill,  Irving  Un- 
derhill, Edwin  S.  Underhill,  Jr.,  Harry  B.  Underhill,  Allen  B. 
Underhill,  Francis  Jay  Underhill. 

COMMITTEES  1 932-1 933 

Membership — Edwin  S.  Underhill,  Jr.,  Corning,  N.  Y.,  Chairman; 
Harvey  I.  Underhill,  Mrs.  Etta  D.  Rees,  Mrs.  Portia  Willis  Berg. 

Publication — Mrs.  Josephine  C.  Frost,  Chairman;  John  Garrett 
Underhill,  Allen  B.  Underhill,  Francis  Jay  Underhill. 

Library — Mrs.  D.  Harris  Underhill,  Chairman;  Charles  A.  Un- 
derhill, Harry  B.  Underhill,  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Adriance. 

Burial  Place — George  H.  Moorhouse,  Chairman;  Irving  Under- 
hill, Harry  B.  Underhill,  Allen  B.  Underhill. 

Finance— Willard  U.  Taylor,  Allen  B.  Underhill. 

Monument — Augustus  P.  Underhill,  John  Garrett  Underhill, 
Harvey  I.  Underhill,  Irving  Underhill,  W.  S.  Hendrick. 

Necrologist — Mrs.  Edith  F.  Heald. 

Motion — That  the  names  enrolled  as  new  members  in  the  report 
of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  elected  members  of  the  Underhill 
Society  of  America.  Carried. 

Motion  to  adjourn.  Carried. 

Portia  Willis  Berg, 
Recording  Secretary. 

Printed  October,  1932. 
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Printed  by 
CORNING  PRINTING  CO.,  INC. 
E.  S.  Underhill,  Jr.,  President 
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